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 This book was prepared in 2010 as a celebration of the history of Beachburg for the 175th  
Anniversary of its founding, its semisesquicentennial. While the information is assumed to be correct 
and recorded accurately, if any names or dates are in error or family members missing, it is completely 
unintentional. The author and editors accept no liability for inaccurate information, omissions, misun-
derstandings or misinterpretations. We have included the family histories of those founding families 
who answered our repeated calls for contributions and pictures and indicated that they would like their 
material published in this book.  Space limitations demanded some editing. Most material that was not 
used in this book is saved for display at the July 24th celebration. 
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Dedication 

 
 

 

 

 

We dedicate this book to the memories of the Beachburg pioneers and to all 
those who have contributed over the years to the rich heritage of our village , 

a trust passed on to the successive generations. 
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 Countless people have contributed to this book.The 175th Beachburg Anniversary Committee 
thanks everyone for the interest shown, the  genuine support given and for taking the time to ferret out 
pictures, write up family histories, answer our questions and proof read. 
 We doubt that this book would have been possible without all the research and scrapbook keep-
ing of news clippings about Beachburg that Dorothy MacGregor has done over the years. Thanks to her 
daughter, Jean Marshall, much of this history had already been typed and computer-saved. That formed 
the basis for this book and from it has grown this  treasure chest that you now hold in your hands. 
Thank you, Dorothy and Jean. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorothy MacGregor Jean Marshall 

Message from the Chair of 175th Committee: 

 
 It is with great pride that I congratulate and thank the 175th Committee for their enthusiastic 
participation in organizing the events to celebrate Beachburg’s 175th Anniversary of its founding in 
1835. Special thanks to Dorothy MacGregor, Frank and Heather Campbell, David Shields, Kaye 
Beach, all those who contributed information, pictures and stories and all the generous sponsors who 
have made possible the publication of this book of history. Welcome back to visitors and old friends. 
May our village continue to prosper in the years to come! 
Grace (Beach) Stephen: Chairperson 175th Committee. 
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1900 Beachburg Fair 

Original Main Entrance to the Fair 
Grounds 
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THE HISTORY OF BEACHBURG 1835 – 2010 

 About 1830 Samuel Adams and Jean Bapteste Beauport located in the Township of Westmeath 
where now stands the village of Beachburg. A Government Road was cut through here which is known 
to many as the old “Portagee” road from Ottawa to Mattawa. (from the notes of Mrs. James R Barr) 
 A vast stand of pine forest covered Westmeath Township, its continuity broken only by a 
pathway used as a portage between Portage du Fort and Miramichi, later known as Pembroke.  This 
route at its highest point was crossed by a stream.  It was here that David Beach decided to settle and 
make his home in 1835. 
 Previously, one of his ancestors, an United Empire Loyalist, had settled in the New England 
States, but when the American War of Independence was over in 1776, he and his family decided to 
remain loyal to the British flag and move to Canada. After a long arduous journey crossing the 
Adirondack Mountains through deep snow, by ox cart drawn by a team of horses, one of the horses 
dropped dead from exhaustion.  David then bought an ox which he harnessed with the other horse, 
removed the wheels from the cart, made runners from hardwood saplings with a crook in them and 
continued on the journey. They crossed the St. Lawrence River near Prescott and settled near 
Kemptville where he received a land grant and established a home and sawmill.  After a few years they 
moved and settled in the North Gower area. 
 David Beach's son, David Junior, also possessed the pioneer spirit and decided to explore the 
new part of the country opening up with advance of the lumbering industry in the Upper Ottawa 
Valley.  David Beach (Jr.) and his son Abel set out on a long journey up the Ottawa River to Portage du 
Fort, then traveled through the country following the trail to Miramichi.  Where their trail crossed a  

Remains of the Weedmark Grist Mill 
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 stream in Westmeath Township, he decided to make a home for his family.  He secured a land grant 
for one thousand acres from the government and brought his wife and family to this area. 
 Their first house was built beside the stream, the site of the present Anglican Church.  It was 
built in the camboose style with an opening in the roof for the smoke to escape.  It is said that the 
children could count the tops of ninety pine trees through the hole.  The Beach family consisted of five 
sons, Abel, David, Levi, John, Joseph and four daughters, Sarah, Hannah, Nancy and Ruth. 
 David soon built a grist mill beside the house using the stream for water power.  In a few years, 
a settlement of a grist mill, saw mill, store, tannery, shoe shop, hotel and post office was established 
and named Beachburg. 
 David Beach died in 1866, aged 76 years. 
 Two of his sons, Abel and Joseph, settled in the village,.  Abel became a magistrate and notary 
public.  His daughter, Sarah Jane, was a school teacher and married William Smith of Perretton.  
Joseph worked on the homestead and lived in the log house at 31 Hume St., with his family of eight 
sons, Mahlon, Hugh, Edward, Silas, James Albert (Bertie), William, Samuel and John, and two 
daughters, Annie and Millie.  (This house was later owned by Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Davidson.)   
 Not long after 1835 other settlers arrived in the new settlement.  One of these was James 
Condie, a Scotsman with seven sons, James, Malcolm, Alexander, Thomas, John, Andrew and Robert.  
He also received a land grant of one thousand acres and also built a grist mill about 500 yards from the 
Beach mill.  He settled on land south and east of the Beach land, back of the present Anglican 
cemetery. Anderson Drive and Morris Street appears to be the dividing line between the two properties. 
 Mr Condie donated the land for the Union Cemetery and his wife who died in 1860 was the first 
person buried in the cemetery.  Several of his sons had farms on lots 8-9-10 Con. 4 E.M.L.  Many of 
the Condie descendents still live in the village and surrounding area.  Other early settler  names in this 
area are Condie, Lyttle, Beauprie, McLaren, Robertson, Hazelton, Dougherty, Hawthorne, Weedmark, 
Barr, Howard, Eckford, Comrie, MacMillan, Little and Lindeberg. 
 More settlers arrived in the surrounding area but before farming could begin the land had to be 
cleared of the heavy timber along the Ottawa River.  Lumbering became the main industry.  Huge 
quantities of timber were cut into square logs and hauled through the village to the Ottawa River only 
four miles away at different points.  Eight span of oxen would haul one square timber through the Mast 
Road in the Glen to Bellow's Bay on the Ottawa River.  Logs were taken to other places on the river as 
well.  The raftsmen then guided the timber through the wild turbulent, treacherous waters of the Ottawa 
and St. Lawrence rivers to Quebec City where it was taken to England to make masts and spars for 
sailing ships. 
 Some of the settlers established farms on the land along the Ottawa River in Westmeath 
Township.  Communities were formed, some of which are Westmeath, Lapasse, Roche Fendu (part 
Indian, part French), Forester's Falls, Perretton and others. 
 Mr. John Buchanan came up the Calumet side of the Ottawa River as far as LaPasse and turned 
downstream, landing his family and belongings on the Ontario side at Roche Fendu where he had taken 
up a large tract of land. This was in 1835, the same year that the Beaches came to this part. (excerpt 

from article by Mrs. James J. Barr, great granddaughter of John Buchanan) 

 With so much heavy timber along the Ottawa River the low lands held the water, thus causing 
bog and making land travel difficult.  Settlers often had to come up the Quebec side of the river as far 
as Lapasse, then turn downstream to land their families and belongings in Roche Fendu.  For years the 
settlers traveled to Portage du Fort on horse back for supplies as the trail was too narrow and uncertain 
for wheeled vehicles. 
 Mr. Peter Comrie, an early settler in Roche Fendu, wanted to take wheat to the grist mill in 
Beachburg but could not get it over the swamp without wetting it, so he cut a small sloop from the front 
of a tree and rested his canoe on the front of this, filling his canoe with bags of grain, then hitched his 
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oxen to this. When he encountered the water, the boat floated and thus he was able to get his grist  
safely to the mill and home. (excerpt from the writings of Mrs. James J. Barr) 

 In 1851, a forest fire swept through Beachburg, wiping out the entire settlement except for one 
house, near the present school.  David Beach rebuilt his mill and a new village was reconstructed with 
stores, mills, a blacksmith shop and, in a few years, churches and schools. 
 Before the fire, the forest was a wild and awesome place.  In one recollection, two Beach 
children set out to visit a neighbour two miles away.  They became lost and wandered for two days and 
nights before they reached the shores of Muskrat Lake and were rescued. 
 Another tale concerned Mr. Beach's famous wolf trap which was an old lime kiln where the 
present exhibition hall is now situated.  During one winter it served as a temporary burying ground for 
two calves. Beach set a wolf trap and caught seven wolves before the season was over. 
 In 1855, the road from Ottawa to Pembroke was built, known as the Miramichi Trail.  It was a 
gravel road which crossed the Ottawa River at Portage du Fort then proceeded by way of the Kerr Line, 
through Forester's Falls and Beachburg, to Pembroke. 
 Mail was first delivered to Beachburg by foot or by horseback from Portage du Fort.  The first 
post office was established in 1849 known as South Westmeath.  David Beach was the first post master 
until June 1855, followed by George Smith to October 18, 1859.  His successor was George Surtees, 
then his daughter, Alice Surtees from 1906 to 1913 who had an addition added to her house to serve as 
post office (George Surtees built his daughter's house (the Salter House), London House and the house 
in between (Fynn house)). 
 In 1875, there was an epidemic of diphtheria in the village and six children died.  Also in 1875, 
the dam at Condie's mill burst and the flood swept away the Beach Mill.  The property was sold to John 
Shaw who built the Westmeath Flour Mill in 1876.  He also built a house on the property nearby as a 
boarding house for his men.  In 1883, this became the Anglican rectory.  (It is now owned by Greg 
Arminen.) 
 Street names and numbers on the houses were put up in 1980-81.  The International Plowing 
Match of Eastern Ontario was held in 1994 near Pembroke and donated funds to 911 Emergency ser-
vices in Renfrew County.  The names of many of the streets and house numbers were needed to avoid 
duplication for emergency services. 
 
The Beachburg Road 

 

 The road from Pembroke to Ottawa was built in 1855.  It was a gravel road which passed 
through Beachburg.  In 1937, the main street of Beachburg was paved with cement and the board side-
walks were also replaced with cement.  Trees were planted along main street by Dr. Forbes and other 
homeowners making the village quite picturesque. 
 A new bridge was built over the millpond in 1982.  When the waterline was installed originally, 
it had been placed along the underside of the bridge, however, during the cold winter months there 
were often problems with the water freezing.  A new water line was laid below the water under the 
bridge. 
 
Hydro – Street Lights 
 
 The first street lights in Beachburg were from a Delco plant, purchased by the North Renfrew 
Agricultural Society. The Society managed the lights for several years when the Women’s Institute 
took over the maintenance until the installation of the hydro-electric power in 1935. 
 In 1936, the Westmeath Township council approved the installation of street lights by the Hy-
dro Commission in the villages of Beachburg and Westmeath. 
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 Several new streets and subdivisions have been 
developed such as Harris Crescent, Minto Street, 
Jamieson Lane, Vera Crescent and Cameron Street has 
been extended.  New houses have been built in these ar-
eas. 
 
Fires in the Village and Area 
 

 *The devastating fire of May 1851 that wiped out the village had its beginning on Allumette 
Island  where settlers were clearing and burning brush. A breeze sprang up causing the fire to spread in 
 every direction. By the end of the day the fire had devoured the whole of Allumette Island, a portion  
of the Township of Pembroke and nearly all of the townships of Westmeath and Ross, extending as far 
as  Cobden and Portage du Fort. When it reached the Ottawa River it extended about fourteen miles in 
breadth destroying houses, barns, businesses, horses, cattle and sheep. The settlers in many instances 
 barely managed to save their lives 
(* Excerpt from "Whiskey and Wickedness" ) 
 
 A significant number of fires have plagued the village of Beachburg, many already mentioned 
throughout the history. Many of the first homes were built of wood and there was no organized fire 
protection or equipment in the village until 1950. 
 The fire of 1851 devastated a large area of Westmeath Township, burning the forest and all the 
homes in Beachburg, except one near the present school. 
 In 1931 a fire started when Mrs. A.M. McLean, living where Voigt’s now live (beside Pronto) 
was rubbing gasoline soaked clothes together in the garage which caused an explosion. A strong wind 
quickly spread the flames to four neighbouring houses, those of John Wilcox, Christina Barr, Dr Alex-
ander, and the garage. Watts ice-cream parlour, and all buildings in the exhibition grounds except for 
the new secretary’s office were burned (namely, the Exhibition Hall, Dining Hall, grandstand, ticket 
office, and booths). 
 The year 1934 saw the last hotel, “Union House”, owned by Thomas Rollins, burn and in the 
same year, the Christmann block (site of Smokie’s today) was obliterated by fire as well. 
 In February 1939 the well known “W.F. Weedmark Flour and Grist Mill burned, cause un-
known. The building had been equipped with flour and milling machinery and had been used for the 
manufacture of flour until 1932 and then was used for a seed cleaning, gristing plant. The building, ma-
chinery, a new hammer mill and stables were burned. A separate office and gristing mill powered by 
diesel were saved by the volunteer “bucket brigade”. 
 April of 1948 another disastrous fire hit the town and ten homes and farm buildings were either 
damaged or destroyed. The fire started in one of the homes around the Bennie store area, then spread to 
what is now known as the Trimble house which was divided and occupied by two families -- Osborne 
Johnson and Sam Holmes.  The homes of Roy Moore, Archie Crozier, Steven Severin, Horace Ander-
son and Herman Werle were also damaged or destroyed.  Bennie’s store was threatened but a sudden 
change in the direction of the wind and volunteer help saved it. Fanned by the wind, the sparks flew to 
the farm of Joseph Beach where farm buildings, equipment and house were destroyed. Finally after 6 
p.m. the wind died down and help finally arrived from neighbouring towns.  By the end of the day, 
piles of furniture and belongings could be seen stacked in a number of places around the village as resi-
dents attempted to save everything possible when it appeared that their homes were in the path of the 
fire. 
 Following this disaster, steps were taken to procure adequate fire protection. A fire hall was 
erected in 1950; fire fighting equipment, and fire truck were purchased by Westmeath Township. After 
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the incorporation of Beachburg as a village in 1959, a township garage was built near Westmeath and 
the fire truck and other machinery moved there. The village of Beachburg later obtained a fire truck 
and equipment of its own and formed a volunteer fire department with J.W. Burnett as fire chief. 
 In the spring of 2003 after amalgamation of the townships into Whitewater Region, the fire 
halls and equipment remained the same and a new fire truck was purchased.  In the spring of 2003 the 
Beachburg Fire station and equipment was moved to the new municipal garage on Hannah St and the 
former fire station on Main St became the Township of Whitewater Public Works for equipment and 
supplies. Wayne Heubner of Cobden was made Fire Chief of the Whitewater Region and Mike Moore 
of  Beachburg became Deputy Fire Chief. 
 In 1986, the Ridge View Apartments were built by Barry Riddell beside the Medical Centre on 
Robertson Drive.  It was a three storey, 6 unit apartment building with garage for vehicles of the resi-
dents. 
 Also in 1986, Martin Verekyen built a four unit apartment building on Hume Street.  These 
apartments are on one level with front and back yards.  He also built a four unit, two storey apartment 
complex near the first building.  This is in the area known as the “Commons Hill”. 
 In 1993, a new municipal garage for village owned vehicles and equipment was built on Han-
nah Street near the Lion’s Hall.  This is now Whitewater Fire Hall, Beachburg. 

 

First Snowplow 
 The first snowplow in this area was bought in 1941 by William Buchanan of Westmeath.  He 
was commissioned to plow about 45 miles of road, from the Beachburg road turnoff near Cobden, 
through Beachburg to Salter’s Corners (turnoff from Pembroke) as well as from Chaffey’s Corner to 
Westmeath and from the Cobden – Beachburg Road to Forester’s Falls. 
 Around 1950, a snow plow was purchased by Westmeath Township Council to plow all the 
roads in Westmeath Township.  The Westmeath Township Fire Hall and Garage was built in 1950, at 
the current site of the Westmeath Public Works in Beachburg. 
 Reconstruction of the main street was done in two phases, the eastern part was completed in 
1984 and the southern part in 1986.  Reconstruction work involved grading, drainage, granular base, 
new storm sewers, larger water mains, new sidewalks, bridge deck repairs and hot mix paving.  The 
road officially opened in October 1986. 
 Mrs. Algie Davidson was the treasurer of Westmeath Township for several years until shortly 
after incorporation of the village of Beachburg. 

 

Incorporation and Amalgamation of Whitewater Region 
 
 Beachburg was part of Westmeath Township until 1959  when the village was incorporated as a  
municipal corporation. 
 In the late 1990s, the province of Ontario enacted legislation to amalgamate several townships 
or rural areas into a region.  This was not only in the rural areas but cities and towns also, to avoid du-
plication of services and to reduce spending costs.  In our area, the Township of Whitewater Region 
was formed to include the townships of Ross and Westmeath and the villages of Beachburg and Cob-
den.  A restructuring committee was formed of the members of the councils and various meetings  
which were open to the public were held to discuss the structure, by-laws and other changes.  The 
township was divided into four wards, formed along geographical rather than population lines.  A tran-
sition board was formed to implement the changeover from four municipal councils to one council.  
The chief executive (CEO) appointed for the new Whitewater Region was the former clerk of the Cob-
den Council, Dean Saurial.  The former municipal office in Cobden was established as the office for 
the new region.   
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 The election held November 13, 2000 resulted in Gordon White being elected as the new reeve  
and two councillors from each ward: Donna Campbell, Art Cobb, Jack Ferguson, Robert Gervais, Jim 
Labow, Ron Lowe, Don Rathwell and Joe Trimm. The first meeting was held January 2, 2001 in the 
Whitewater Council chambers in Cobden. Don Rathwell was appointed Deputy Reeve.  The logo 
adopted by the Whitewater Council featured an astrolabe, a water craft, a village, a highway and a farm 
scene. 
 The fire halls and equipment of each former municipality continued to be maintained as before, 
and fire chiefs also remained the same.  A new fire truck, to be stationed in Beachburg, was purchased  
for the surrounding area.  In 2003, the Beachburg Fire Station and equipment was moved to the munici-
pal garage on Hannah Street in Beachburg and the former fire station became the Township of White-
water Public Works for equipment and supplies. 
 The libraries were maintained as before and the library board was established with a representa-
tive from each library. The ownership of the Beachburg Medical Centre reverted to the Township of 
Whitewater Region in 2001. The Beachburg Lions Club continued to remain a partner with an equal 
vote in the management.  Waste management was changed to a user pay system and contracts awarded  
to M & L Enterprises to pick up curbside garbage and to Beaumen Waste to pick up recyclable garbage 
(blue boxes). 
 In the November 2006 election, Donald Rathwell became the reeve and Ron Lowe the deputy 
reeve.  Councillors elected were Art Cobb, Jack Ferguson, Ron Lowe, Daryl McLaughlin, Izett 
McBride, Joe Trimm, Jacob Rook and Jim Labow. 
 
Reeves of the Village of Beachburg and Whitewater Region 

 
1959 – 1976 – Tom Harris 
1976 – 1980 – Raymond Dougherty 
1980 – 2000 – Art Jamieson 
2000 – Amalgamation to Whitewater Region: 
2000 – 2003 – Gordon White 
2003 – Present – Don Rathwell 
 

 

 

 

 

First Council 1959 
 
L. to R. Sitting: Mrs. S. Davidson 
(Returning officer), T.S. Harris (Reeve), 
George Stevenson (Clerk Treasurer) 
L. to R. Standing: Councillors Arthur 
Griese, Mrs. Denzil Rollins, W.A. Bur-
nett, R.W. Ross 
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 Salute to Beachburg 

  (Sung to the tune of This Ottawa Valley of Mine)       

 There’s a beautiful village 
 In dear Renfrew County 
 A village so dear to my heart, 
 With fine houses - - great gardens 
 We all are so proud of, 
 From Beachburg we ne’er will depart 
 

 Chorus:  This village of mine 
   We all love it so; 
   The folks are so friendly, you’ll find. 
   So join us in fun 
   We’ll include everyone 
   In this beautiful village of mine. 
 

 There’s the rink where we skated 
 And learned to play hockey, 
 At the Orange Hall we danced away care; 
 At the fine village school 
 Learned the old Golden Rule, 
 Had fun at the great Beachburg Fair. 
 
 The folks who now dwell here 
 Help keep things a – booming, 
 Our village has talent galore, 
 Some sing and some dance, 
 And some play the fiddle,  
 But the best is our own Village Four. 

 
 Now there’s many a village 
 In O_N_T_A_R_I_O 
 But to find us – it’s just a short drive. 
 Make a wish; count to seven 
 And you’ll be in heaven. 
 To help with our 1-7-5 

Erma Bennett Johnson  - written for Beachburg s 175th Birthday - 2010 
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I have been honoured to serve my community on municipal council for 27 years. 

Village of Beachburg:  Councillor  1979 till 1990 & 1993 till 2000 

Township of Whitewater Councillor  2000 till 2003 

  Deputy Mayor  2003 till 2010 

If elected Mayor, I will continue to focus on developing a commuter rail service for the region. Our efforts so 

far have culminated in the signing of a joint communiqué between Renfrew and Pontiac counties in 2008. Now 

both parties are awaiting the fate of the Canadian Pacific Railway line. I pledged to continue working with both 

CP and CN Rail to ensure a successful arrangement can be reached.  

I will also push for an expansion of Highway 417 through the area. I also will put energy into developing, en-

couraging and promoting tourism, which is our township's unique resource.  We must continue to promote it 

within our municipality and beyond. It has the potential to create employment for our young people, allowing 

them remain in our community and raise their families here.  

As a future mayor, I promised to ensure the agricultural industry continues to be a main economic focus. 

Whitewater Region is very diversified with dairy, beef, sheep and crop farming. Our municipal government 

must do whatever it takes to ensure its viability. 

 

 

My wife Diane and I wish the Village of Beachburg a Happy 

Birthday and many more years of growth and prosperity. 

 
 

Deputy Mayor 

Ron Lowe 

Whitewater 

 Region 
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Dave shields ad 
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Commercial 
LCBO /former site of Martin’s Bakry 
 
 Martin’s Bakery was located at the western 
end of the village (present site of the LCBO).  It was 
started by John Martin, who was succeeded by his son 
Oliver.  Martin’s Bakery was noted for their golden 
crust bread, pies, buns, cookies, etc.  When Ollie and 
Mabel retired in the early 1950’s, Edwin Galbraith 
continued the bakery for a few years.  After that Hein 
de Haan and his wife, a Dutch couple, lived in the 
house and operated a restaurant in the bakery part.  
They were succeeded by Ken and Ann Parsons.  The 
building burned in the late 1960’s. 
 

Beachburg Restaurant (This Side/The Other Side)   

 Although Lyttle's Hotel and Livery Stable once occupied the present site of the Beachburg 
Restaurant, a fire destroyed it in the 1930's. In 1939 George Le Barron bought the land and built a 
restaurant and service station (see picture).  He and his wife Ilene (who this year, 2010 just celebrated 
her 95th birthday at Country Haven) lived 
above the restaurant. After George's sudden 
death in 1955, the building was purchased 
by Percy Johnson and his son and daughter-
in-law, Glen and Erma. It was renamed The 
Speedway which, in addition to being a 
restaurant, offered a juke box, a pinball 
machine and was a favourite gathering 
place. Unfortunately, fire struck again in the 
late 50's. The restaurant was rebuilt once 
more and has had a succession of owners: 
Ken and Anne Parsons, Hawley and Thelma 
Somerville, Barb and Don Wulff (who 
added the signs "This Side" to one half and 
"The Other Side" to the remainder), and finally 
Eddie and Lily Dan and family who have 
operated the restaurant since 1992. (see 
picture). It is still a popular gathering place. A 
group of  local men affectionately known as 
“The Senate" gather in "This Side" daily, 
enjoying coffee and discussing the latest 
events. 
 
MacGregor Concrete Products 

 

 In the early 1960's, Earl Barr started to manufacture concrete septic tanks for Beachburg and the 
surrounding area.  In 1965, Gordon MacGregor purchased the business and moved it to his property on 
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Anderson Street where he continued 
to make and deliver the septic tanks 
and well tiles. 
 In 1974, the business was 
expanded to include the supply and 
delivery of burial vaults to 
undertakers and cemeteries.  The 
septic tank part of the business was 
sold to John MacGregor, a nephew, 
and now operates under MacGregor 
Concrete Products, which in addition 
to septic tanks and services includes 
concrete mix and concrete products. 
William (Bill), Gordon's son 
gradually took over the business as 
Gordon retired and continued making 
and delivering burial vaults as well as 
making other concrete based items 
such as bird baths, patio stones and 
landscaping products under the 
business name of W.& G. MacGregor. 
 

Jamieson Travel and Tours:  

 
 Jamieson Travel and Tours is now located in what used to be called the “Trimble house” be-
cause of the long occupancy of Dave and Vida Trimble who came to Beachburg in the early 1950’s. 
Dave was known for his intricate wood carvings.  
 The house was originally built by A.L. Cameron 
who also built the store (Freshmart) and two houses for 
his daughters, Katie and Flora Cameron, one of these 
houses being at the location now of Jamieson Travel, the 
other being the Eric and Pat Price house. 
 In the 1940’s the house was divided as a duplex 
and two families lived there, one being the family of Sam 
Holmes, and the other, the family of Osborne and Wilma 
Johnson. This house is significant because on a very 
windy day in April of 1948 a disastrous fire started in the 
back of the house. Fanned by the wind, the flames 
quickly spread and destroyed several village homes and 
burned the roofs of others. The Joseph Beach farm at the 
end of Hume St. was one of the worst casualties suffer-
ing the loss of the original farm house and all the farm 
buildings. 
 In 2005 the Art Jamieson family purchased the 
house and converted it into the office for the family run 
business of Jamieson Travel and Tours, a welcome addi-
tion to the village. 

The home of Gordon, Dorothy and Bill MacGregor situated 
beside the “Mill Pond” at  1915  Beachburg Road. 
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Cameron’s Store (Freshmart)  

 
 The first store, a log building was owned 
by Mr. O’Meara and operated by a Mr. Bain.  
The property was bought by Mr. Archibald Cam-
eron, a man of vision, faith, upright citizen and 
prosperous merchant who came to Beachburg in 
1872 and commenced business as a general mer-
chant.  He was associated with his uncle Lachlin 
Cameron who later retired from the business.  His 
first store in 1872 was a frame building at the site 
of the present Freshmart Store, but the steady 
growth of business made larger quarters impera-
tive.  The frame structure was moved to one side 
and the large brick building was built in 1896.   
 Conducting business in the early days was 
not without its drawbacks and difficulties.  In the 
first few years commodities such as barrels of 
coal oil, sugar in hogs heads, etc. had to be trans-
ported by horse drawn vehicles from Sand Point, 
the nearest railroad station.  After the extension 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway the merchandise 
had to be drawn from Cobden until the Canadian 
National Railway came through at the outskirts of 
the village. 
 Mr. Archibald Cameron died in 1905.  
Mr. James Bennie in partnership with his brother John Bennie, purchased the business in 1905 and car-
ried on in partnership until John Bennie retired in 1917.  In the early days of the store’s history there 
were long glass topped counters along each side of the store, the ceilings were 16 to 20 feet high, a 
wide oak staircase went up to the second floor in the middle of the back half of the store.  Cabinets 
with drawers, labeled for spices and other bulk items were along part of the east wall, with shelves on 
the remainder of the side walls for groceries, dry goods, paint, boots, etc.  Flour, sugar, beans and other 
food staples were sold by bulk.  Cheese was displayed in a large, round glass covered case.  The second 
floor was used for classes and workshops in dress making, tailoring, millinery, etc. to supply the needs 
of the community. 
 Mr. Bennie operated the store until 1945 when his son Fraser joined him.  Cold storage was 
added to the back part of the store with rental lockers for frozen meats, fruits and vegetables.  It was 
known as “ Bennie’s Cold Storage Co.”.  The second floor was converted into several apartments. 
 Fraser Bennie assumed management in 1951 when it converted into a self service store, the first 
of its kind in Beachburg.  In 1967, Walter van de Kemp bought the store, and converted it to a Red and 
White store in 1968.  In 1974, Mr & Mrs. Barry Riddell became the owners.  As the ownership of the 
store changed, renovations and changes were made to the interior.  The large central staircase was re-
moved, the office was moved to make room for groceries, the refrigeration equipment was updated in 
1977, and most of the lockers were removed to make a larger cold storage area.  Two long sets of iron 
stairs outside on the west side of the building lead to the three apartments on the second floor. 
 In 1983, the store was sold to JoAnne Kowalski and the name was changed to Freshmart in 
1985.  Dan and Bev Buchanan bought the store in 1995 and further changes were made to the interior 
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to add an in-store bakery and deli section.  The big glass front windows were replaced with shorter 
windows and the lower part bricked in.  Andy and Sarah Pak purchased the store in 2004 and continue 
to serve the community as well as enjoying living quarters in the upper apartments. 
 

Earl Brown’s Electrical Shop (Former) 

 
 Basil Brown, an electrician, built a house 
on the corner of Main and Smith Street around 
1949.  He also built a shop beside the house 
(connected to the house by an underground pas-
sage).  Electrical stoves, washers and supplies 
were sold in the shop.  His brother Earl, also an 
electrician, renovated the house beside the shop 
(the former McLean house) after the fire in 1948.  
Basil became a hydro inspector and Earl carried 
on the electrical business until his death.  It was 
acquired by Gary & Tammy Hoffman, who es-
tablished Whitewater Trading Post for a short 
time. 
 Later it was purchased by Joanne & Mark 
Gauci & renovated to become “Simple Things”, a gift shop. In 2009 this business closed, relocating in 
the former creamery at the south east end of the village 
 As of May 2010 the building pictured above is now the home of Joanne Gauci’s Artwork  
And Décor. 
 
Blacksmiths of  Beachburg (Earl Barr’s Sash & Door Shop) 

 
 By Vern Price Special to The Sun, 

1980 (excerpt): No town or village 
in any community could survive without 
our blacksmiths in the early years. In 
Beachburg, we were gifted with maybe 
three of the  best  blacksmiths   for miles  
around.  They  were not only great  
blacksmiths, but were also outstanding 
citizens, because they always gave a 
helping hand to those in need, something 
that has lost it coinage today. When 
disaster would hit the needy, many a job 
was done over the anvil at no cost to the 
person hit by disaster, something that not 

too many knew about as they never told of their good deeds. They didn't have to;  people  knew.  These  
men were Jack Buttle, Jack Gracie, and Tommy Pappin, all in a row on the left side of the Main Street  
if you were driving east to west.  (Editor's note: Earl Barr bought Jack Gracie's shop and started a `Sash 
and Door' shop, later purchased by Bill Boisvert, a carpenter who died in 2009. The building still 
stands.) 
 Who will ever forget the smell of the blacksmith shop, with the burning of the coal, as the 
blacksmith turned his crank on the forge while heating the iron or shoes to be fitted for the horse he 
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was going to shoe. 
 When these blacksmiths had finished hammering out 
their hot iron into their finished product, they would stick it in 
water, and there would be a hissing sound and the steam would 
fly from the tub of water on the floor. The blacksmith cooled 
the iron  this way to temper the steel. The water was kept in the 
tub for no other use but for tempering and cooling the iron, but 
some people thought it had magical powers after so much 
heated iron had been plunged into it, and would bring bottles to 
get  some to rub on their ailments. Some were even accused of 
drinking it. 
 In a good many lumber camps and shanties, the black-
smith was the dentist who pulled your tooth with a set of  
forceps he made over the anvil, crude but very effective. He 
also was the horse doctor who seemed to know the cure for 
most  ailments, and very few horses lost any time as he seemed 
to be able to keep them going. 
 These men are gone, but to us oldtimers, they will be 

remembered for ever. 

 

** 2010 UPDATE: 

 

The Thomas Pappin mentioned above is grandfather to Velma Hawthorne. She told us that his shop, 
which operated from the 1920’s to his death in 1945, was on the site where Bill Boisvert built the 
house recently purchased by Shirley Moore and Irwin Behm.  
 About 1946, Harry Musclow, father to Joyce Johnson, bought the shop from Pappin. For 
several years he operated it in the summer and then went to a lumber camp as their blacksmith through 
the winter. Joyce says he built a small house near the shop. Today, only memories remain of his 
business. 
 
Beach West Pharmacy/Formerly The Bank of Nova Scotia   

 In 1865, Dr. Forbes was the first doctor to settle in 
Beachburg.  Previous to that, Dr. Purvis  came to the village only 
on certain days of the week.  Dr. Forbes planted many of the trees 

along the village streets.  
A few of the trees are still 
there today. 
 Dr. Forbes built a 
brick building beside his home for his son George, a druggist, in 
1902.  George died in 1904.  The building was sold to the Bank 
of Ottawa in 1906 which later amalgamated with the Bank of 
Nova Scotia in 1919.   
 Mr H.D. MacMillan, a son-in-law of Dr Forbes was ap-
pointed as the manager and served as such until his death in 
1947. Several other managers were here until a new Bank of 

Nova Scotia was built in 1980. The building was then donated to 
the Beachburg Public Library. After several renovations and 

Blacksmith Harry Musclow in front 

of shop; son Royce looking out 

Dr. Forbes’ House 
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changes it was used as a village library until 1997 when it was moved to the school library. 
 James (Jim) Labow, a pharmacist and native of Beachburg, bought the building in 1997 and 
converted it to a pharmacy bringing the history of the building full circle. Renovations at this time in-
cluded the installation of a ramp for the disabled. Jim had been a pharmacist at Mulvihill’s Pharmacy in 
Pembroke for 20 years, but decided to continue his profession in our area. He is assisted by his sister, 
Ruth St Amour. 
 

Pronto Food Marts (Dunn’s Store)   

 This store has had a varied and interesting history.  In 1864 a building for the Wesleyan Meth-
odist Church was built at the centre of 
the village (currently the Pronto Store).  
After that it was used for a time as a 
lodge room for the Order of Chosen 
Friends and as a Temperance Hall.  
Eventually it was bought by William 
and Hugh Dunn who converted it into a 
store and dwelling. William later pur-
chased his brother’s share of the build-
ing.  Hugh lived in the house beside the 
store. 
 Mr. Alvin Johnson, who had 
succeeded Ida Beach as a telegraph op-
erator, moved his office into the Dunn 
Store where he also worked as a store 
clerk.  Delahaye Brothers bought the 
store from Mr. Dunn, but in a couple of years it was sold again to W. G. Jones and then to Mr. Pimlott 
in 1919. 
 In 1926, Alvin Johnson purchased the building and set up a dry goods and grocery store where 
local farm produce was bought and sold.  The post office was also moved here.  In 1945, Alvin’s son 
Jack, and his wife Vera, purchased the store and Jack succeeded his father as post master in 1956.  A 
new post office was built in 1964 and the store was sold to Gary and Sue Walton in 1970 who contin-
ued to operate it as The Lucky Dollar Store. 
 In 1976, the store was sold to Roy and Mary Conley who renovated it and started “Conley’s 
Crafts”.  In 1986, a craft, gift and fabric store was started by Cathy Timm, Judy Tomlinson and Leanne 
Canniff called “T&T Trivia”.  The building was sold in 1994 to Carly McLeese, and after renovations 
it opened as a combination bakery and variety store, called Carly’s Cove.  In 2001 it was sold to Pronto 
Stores, with Shirley French as the manager.  It has continued as a bakery, deli, convenience store, and 
offers a Sears outlet, a Lotto sales terminal, and video rentals. 
 

Smokies Pizza & Restaurant 
 
 The Christmann Block was a brick building between Dunn's and Collin's Stores. Leo 
Christmann had a jewellery shop in part of it, Herman Werle repaired boots and shoes in another part 
and there was also a druggist. It burned in 1934. After that, two other stores were built there - a grocery 
store and a hardware store. Rupert Kenny owned and operated the grocery store followed by Earl 
McBride, Sadie Gordon, Mrs. Martin, Mr. & Mrs. Milford, and Andy Anderson. The hardware store 
was operated by Roy Ross for several years after which Glen Johnson had a radio and TV shop, 
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followed by a 
hardware store 
owned by Mr. 
Irwin. These two 
stores are now 
combined into 
S m o k i e s 
Restaurant and 
P i z z a ,  u n d e r 
proprietor Murray 
Lavallee. 

 
Whitewater Service Centre  
Burnett’s Garage: 
 
 The one and only garage in Beachburg still stands today, having been painted and renovated 
and is now owned and operated by Hayden McLaughlin. 
 This building in the 1800’s was originally the Methodist church, but following a fire in 1930 
the upper structure was removed and the building became a garage and service station owned and oper-
ated by Clifford Jackson. 
 John Walter (Jack) Burnett came to 
Beachburg from southern Ontario in the 
1930’s to work in the Bank of Nova Scotia. 
In 1939 he purchased Jackson’s Garage 
from Clifford Jackson and he and his wife 
Hazel White moved into the little house 
beside the garage. They had two sons 
Robert (Bob) and Ron. 
 The garage was not only a flourish-
ing business but also a meeting place to 
chat and discuss the latest events of the 
day. Across the street Mr Ab Stokes owned 
a harness shop. Outside either place of 
business folks liked to congregate in the 
summer or around the wood stove in the 
winter. The garage seemed to be the desig-
nated spot to drop off or pick up children. 
Parents arranged rides to hockey or baseball, and the kids knew that Jack was sure to pass out candy 
from under the counter in his office. 
  Although the garage scheduled regular hours, a knock on the door in the middle of the night or 
on a holiday was not uncommon when someone needed help from Jack. 
  In 1950 Jack’s father, James Burnett, sold his farm near Waterloo and moved his family to the 
former Collins house on the other side of the garage. He expanded the business to include selling gas, 
fixing lawn mowers, and lending out his de-horners to local farmers.  When his wife died in 1952, 
Jack’s brother Art and his wife Alice and family, moved in to help Jim. Art joined his brother Jack in 
the garage and later drove a school bus as well as becoming a councillor for the township. 
 For 35 years this establishment was always known as Burnett’s Garage, with families of Bur-
nett’s living on either side of the garage and serving the village and surrounding area well. 

The Christmann Block 

Beachburg Auto as owned by the Weedmarks 
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 The garage was then sold to the Hal Johnson family and later to the  Darwin and Ezma Weed-
mark family and again the business was successfully carried on to serve the village. Mr Weedmark died 
in 2004 and the garage was eventually purchased by Mr Hayden McLaughlin and although gas is no 
longer sold from there, Beachburg is pleased to have a new proprietor and a place to have car repairs 
done. 
 
Beachburg Apartments (John T. Collins Store) 

 
 Another store, mid village on Main Street, was built by Peter Barr in 1865.  It was sold to Silas 
and Edward Beach but when they went bankrupt, Herman Christmann took over and sold it to John 
Wilson. It ceased to be a store for awhile.  In 1913, 
Mr. Alvin Johnson was appointed Post Master for 
Beachburg and the post office was set up in this 
building.  Mr. L.O. Christmann also operated a 
jewelry store there.  In 1914, John T. Collins pur-
chased the property, remodeled the building and 
added a second storey.  He operated a general store 
of groceries, dry goods, hardware, farm supplies, 
clothing, etc.  He was known as the “farmer’s 
friend”.  Farm produce was exchanged for grocer-
ies and supplies, oil and gasoline was available 
after the coming of the automobile, from the 
pumps outside the store.  
  Many checker games were played in the 
back part of the store, by the senior men. 
 Owners who followed were Lorne Schultz, Roy E. Ross, Fred Ross, Garnet Dougherty, Gerald 
Millar and E.C.B. (Eddie) Foster. 
 Donald McLean with his horse and cart delivered groceries and supplies for John T. Collins.  
As well, Abby Lumax with his horse and cart (known as The Lightning Express) delivered supplies for 
merchants and others.  The school children hitched many a ride on the back of his cart or sleigh in the 
winter. 
 Joan and Frank Verekyen bought the store in 1974 and continued it as a hardware and dry 
goods store until 1981.  It was then rented for a few years to Bill Ball, a carpenter.  In 1984, Frank 
renovated the building to change it into a 2 storey Beachburg Motel and in 1987 it was converted into 
six apartments. 
 Barry Riddell bought the building in 1987, made more renovations and converted a building at 
the rear of the store into a two bedroom apartment. The whole thing is now known as the Beachburg 
Apartments. It was sold to  Dave Kutschke in 2008. 
 
Cats Up 
 Carl Teske had a tree in his back yard. When the neighbor’s dog visited the house, their cat 

would climb the tree. 

 Sometime later the tree became diseased and Carl had to remove it. 

 Carl happened to be looking out the window when the dog visited. 

 Carl said “The cat climbed two-thirds of  way up the tree before she realized that the tree was 

gone.” 
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Heart and Home, (Keith's Flowers) 

 

 Albert Stokes had a harness shop in 
mid village and Mrs. Stokes had a millinery 
and dress shop in the other half of the build-
ing.  A small building beside their shop was 
Ernie Davidson’s barber shop, which later 
became Del O’Brien’s law office. 
 The former harness shop owned by 
Albert Stokes was converted into a restaurant 
for a few years, operated by Betty Hof.  The 
first Beachburg library was started here in 
1967.  After that Keith  Johnson had a flower 
shop “Keith’s Flowers” for a time until he 
sold it to Judy Davidson who continued a 
flower and gift shop.  Tina Bromley, the next 
owner, operated it as the “Heart and Home” 
gift store. At the present time, it is for sale. 
 

Beachburg Inn  

 
 William Beach, grandson of David 
Beach, took over the first funeral home, now 
the site of the Beachburg Inn.  He made cas-
kets and other works of wood.  In 1928, this 
was purchased by W.R. Reynolds, an under-
taker, who had his home and funeral parlour 
here (the embalming was done in Pembroke).  
After Mr. Reynolds died, the property was 
purchased by Ken Fink and David Miles.  It 
was first opened as an antique shop, then in 
1986, because of their interest in gourmet 
cooking, they opened a tea room and fine 
dining operation, “The Beachburg Inn”. 
 
Aero Plan 

 
Wally Buchanan in talking to Frank Campbell said; 

“Frank, I am concerned. Your son Kevin rides his motor bike across the fields and through the trees at 

the gun club, at 60 miles per hour. I am afraid that he is going to hurt himself’. 

 “I have talked to him about that and each time he says he will be careful 

 I will talk to him about the bike again 

 By the way Wally how did you know how fast he was going?” 

 “I was following  him in my aeroplane.” 
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Pappin’s Grocery  
 
The house pictured here, located at the corner of 
Main and Cameron Street and owned by Roy and 
Brenda Weaver, in earlier times was known as 
Pappins’ Store. A curtain separated the living 
quarters from the one- room store. This corner was 
once the bus stop for high school students. Pap-
pins’ store was perhaps the only Canadian store at 
which for two cents you could buy just one ciga-
rette. 
 Thomas Pappin came to Beachburg and 
began his blacksmith shop in the 1920’s. He oper-
ated it until his death in 1945. 
 Harry Musclow took over the business in 1946 and ran it 
until the late 50’s. 
 Today the house is a private residence owned by Roy 
Weaver & Family. 
 
 

 

The Bank of Nova Scotia  
 In 1906 the Bank of Ottawa opened the Beachburg 
branch. In 1919 the Bank of Ottawa amalgamated with the Bank 
of Nova Scotia. 
  The new bank was built in 1980 near the post office and 
the older building was given to village of Beachburg, which used 
it as a library for several years. 
 The Bank of Nova Scotia celebrated 100 years of service 
to the community in 2006.  Over the years the bank has been very 
community minded, holding Customer Appreciation Days, donat-
ing funds and prizes to hockey and ball tournaments and support-
ing other fund raisers such as the Cancer Society, Santa Claus parade, Beachburg Fair, the Pembroke 
Regional Hospital as well as supporting the 4H Clubs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Pappin in her store 
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Beachburg Post Office 

 
 Mail was first delivered to Beachburg by foot or on horseback from Portage du Fort.  
The first post office was established in 1849 known 
as South Westmeath. David Beach was the first post 
master until June 1855. He was followed by George 
Smith until October 1859. His successor was George 
Surtees who later passed on the position to his 
daughter Alice Surtees from 1906 to 1913. She had 
an addition built to her house to serve as the post 
office. George Surtees built his daughter’s house 
(the Salter house), London House, and the Fynn 
house in between.  
 In 1913 Alvin Johnson was appointed as post 
master for Beachburg. He moved the post office to 
what is now Beachburg apartments, but at that time 
it was the John T Collins General Store. 
Alvin Johnson, in 1926, bought the Dunn Store (now Pronto) and set up  the post office in the back of 
this dry goods and grocery store. 
 In 1945 his son Jack and his wife Vera purchased the store and in 1956 Jack took over as post 
master.  
 In 1964 a new official post office was built on Main street. Jack Johnson continued as post mas-
ter in this building until his retirement when Gwen Ashley became post mistress. She was succeeded by 
Jean Robinson who recently retired after twenty five years. Her replacement is her daughter Judy 
Leblanc.  
 
Paddler’s Inn 
 
 John and Laura Lavallee’s former house at 1760 
Beachburg Rd. (the main street) was purchased in 2005 
by Frances Hitchins,  She had it renovated to a unique 
bed-and-breakfast facility called Paddler’s Inn.  You can 
see the restoration by going to  
www.thepaddlersinn.com 
 Previous to that purchase, Frances had bought 
the Mini Storage (about 2003) of 26 units from Ron and 
Diane Lowe. It is located at #8 Caroline St. 
 
 When I moved to Beachburg in 1974, Heather & 

I bought a home on Harris Crescent. I only watch the World Series in baseball. By the time  September 

had arrived, Heather wanted to start a rec room. I went to Lumax for some material. 

 ‘Hello Russ I would like to order some lumber for walls, some nails, and a hammer. By the way, 

my wife wants a rec room and I want to watch the ball game, do you have a hammer that will pound on 

the walls by itself? That way she will think I am working and I can be watching the game.” 

 Russ, looking over his glasses at me, said 

 “I can see we did not improve things by importation!” 
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Roloff Orthopaedics 1697 Beachburg Road  
 Ralph and Pam Roloff moved to Beachburg in 1988 
and purchased the house on the main street once occupied by 
Dr. Galipeau, adding an office to it. Ralph is a certified ortho-
tist with over 30 years experience. He fabricates foot orthotics 
as well as braces on site in this Beachburg shop. Besides of-
fice hours here, he holds regularly scheduled clinics in Arn-
prior, Renfrew, Pembroke Regional Hospital, and Barry’s 
Bay.. 
 
  

 

Mae Rollins operated a grocery and variety store in her home 
in the eastern part of the village, succeeded by Clarence Grif-
fith, and then Kevin Weedmark – it is now a private home. 

 

 

 

Buchanan Sand & Gravel 

 The coming of the railway brought the 
construction of a grain elevator for the purpose 
of handling grain for shipping.  It was con-
structed by a Mr. Dwyer in 1916 in an area near 
the station.  Mr. J.B. Craymer, the manager, 
later became the owner and operator. Next to 
the railway tracks  he also had a business of 
farm supplies, tires, oil and gasoline as well as a 
taxi service.  Mr. James Buchanan purchased 
the property in the 1940’s and operated a ser-
vice station.  His son, Wallace, started a truck-
ing service “Buchanan’s Sand and Gravel” 
which is now owned and operated by his son, Dan Buchanan. 
 
Hen House / Renfrew Agri Systems 

Ottawa Valley Grain Products 
 In 1943, the Laurentian Flax Co. leased a grain elevator, close to the CNR tracks from Donald 
Connolly acting for the Craymer estate.  Alfalfa grinding equipment operated by diesel power was in-
stalled.  This was done during the war years to increase production of animal and poultry feeds. 
 In 1945, Ottawa Valley Grain Products (OVGP), under the management of Tom Harris, pur-
chased the buildings owned by the flax mill and moved the grinding equipment into the building.  Cut 
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hay was dried, ground into a meal with a “hammer mill”, 
and then compressed into tiny pellets.  The final product 
was shipped to Montreal, Quebec City and the Maritimes 
as well as Cuba, Europe and Denmark. 
 In 1955, the mill was expanded with the addition 
of three huge storage tanks and newer equipment was in-
stalled.  Hay was obtained from local farmers as well as 
from farms owned by OVGP. 
 In 1960, a terrific explosion followed by a fire, fatally injured the assistant manager (George 
Stevenson) and also injured two other employees.  A few years later another accident claimed the life 
of an employee (Bud Johnson) who was crushed when the pellets shifted in a storage tank.  In 1981, an 
early morning fire leveled the main building of the mill, resulting in damage estimated between 
$150,000 to $200,000. 
 The location now is home to Renfrew Agri System, operated by Robert and Judy Regier. They 
have also added a garden and gift store business called ‘The Hen House”, which has been expanding, 
selling hardware, gardening supplies, plants, gifts, jewellery, swimwear  and home décor. 
 
Beauprie’s Store  

 
 The Beauprie store, a two storey building with living quarters 
above it, was located at the eastern end of the village sometime before 
1920. It was built for Stewart Earl Beauprie son of John Beauprie in the 
area of the present cenotaph. It burned in 1928 and sometime after that 
the road was changed to curve to the right and a house was then built 
across the street (now owned by Ralph and Claire Martin). 
 
The Station 

 

Memories of the CNR Railway Station by Lola Byce (nee Weedmark) 
 When my dad worked on the railroad at Brawny and Brent, he 
would come home late Friday and return to work on Sunday. He travelled via the train back and forth. 
We waited patiently for his arrival and whenever we heard the 
whistle, we would go and meet him at the crossing at the east end of 
the village. The train never made a complete stop, so Dad threw out 
his satchel and he jumped and often he ran beside the track until his 
speed slowed. The train continued on to Smith Falls. 
 On Sunday night, he boarded the train with enough supplies 
for the next week. Time flew and soon we were listening for the train 
whistle and Dad was home again. He worked at the station for a 
while. Since someone had to be there until the next train arrived, we 
often took a hot meal for anyone taking shelter at the station, even though 
there were hungry children at home to be fed. A daily trek was made to 
the station to meet the afternoon train. 
 The 2:20 pulled into the station at exactly 2:20 - you could set your watch by this occurrence. 
We would sit on the bench outside, waiting for the arrival. A gentleman called Jack McDonald often 
came and sat with us. He wore a dark navy uniform and a little hat with red trim on the brim. After a 
short visit with the station agent, Mr. Walter Boyce, after getting his orders, he bid us goodbye and the 
train continued on its route. 

The Lightning Express 

driven by Abby Lumax 
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 Mr. Boyce worked behind a barred window 
selling tickets or giving out information on the arrival 
and departure of trains and dealing with many aspects 
of the railway business. A ticking noise was emanating 
from a machine which was a system of coded 
communication. Orders were sent out and received on 
this coded system known as a  phonetic alphabet Morse 
code - a forerunner to what we know today as the 
internet. 
 Behind the station were large wooden grain bins 
maintained by a Mr. Craymer. The water tower was 
situated further down the line and was the stopping 
place to fill the train for fuel. The steam could be seen 
billowing from the tank, even when no train was in sight. The stockyards were very busy on Saturday 
morning, as the farmers brought their livestock to be taken by train sale. They delivered their sheep, 
cattle and hogs in crates drawn by horse and sleigh. Donald Connelly was the 
dealer and he separated them into pens awaiting the trip to the slaughter house. 
This event was a social time for the vendors to visit and share all the local news. 
Sometimes the livestock were kept for a few extra weeks and Mr. Connelly had 
to feed them in order to increase their weight. I recall one summer, Donald asked 
us if some of the Weedmark children were interested in feeding the pigs. We 
quickly agreed, anxious to make a few dollars. They were the best fed pigs in 
Renfrew County as they were fed more than 3 times a day! 
 A familiar sight at the station was Abby Lumax's horse and cart. Abby 
operated a delivery service delivering parcels to the village stores and private 
homes. His service was dubbed "The Lightning Express". 
 When I fondly relive my childhood, I learned one of life's lessons, not by 
being able to buy things, but by recalling love of parents shared with nine 
siblings with good homemade food which we shared with school friends. To 
this day when I hear a train making its presence known, in my heart I am 
always going home. 

 

Railroad 
 
 In 1875, the CPR Telegraph office was opened for a short time.  In 1880, the K-P and GNW 
provided telegraph service to Pembroke, Ottawa and Kingston and points between.  Miss Ida Beach 
was one of the first telegraph operators.With the coming of the Canadian Northern Railroad, later 
called the Canadian National Railroad, the telegraph system was taken over by the railroad company.   
 In the early days, there was only a makeshift station but this was soon replaced by a fine station. 
 Mr. Boyce, the station agent and his family resided above the station.  It burned down in 1931.  
The station books and records were saved but all household contents were burned.  The Boyce family 
then moved to the red brick house opposite the present post office. 
 
Simple Things  

 A creamery and cheese factory was built by  
Thomas Little at the eastern end of the village and was sold to Mr. A.R. Singleton in 1908.  He built a 
modern creamery in 1911 and operated it for many years.  In the 1970’s, Orlin Werle operated an in-

Ola Comrie & Eileen 
Livingstone in front of  

Station. 
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surance office and aluminum products business in the 
building.  Later it was owned by the Lavallee family and 
became the J and L Convenience Store. 
 Today it is the new location of Simple Things , 
owned by Mark Gauci and Stephen Brailsford, special-
izing in home décor and gifts. Soy wax candles
(Whitewater Premium Candle Co.) and handcrafted 
soaps are both made on the premises. 
 
 
An ice cream parlour owned by Alan Watt was located on the present site 

of Harold Graham’s home. He also sold confectionery, groceries, fruit 

and vegetables. This burned in the 1931 fire and Mr. Watt opened an-

other ice cream parlour near the United Church (Wanda Burskey’s home 

today). Later J.D. Ferguson operated this store for several years. After 

the 1931 fire, Jas. R. Johnson started a butcher business at the site of the 

first ice cream parlour. 

 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY 175th BIRTHDAY, BEACHBURG! 

                      from 

                                                                Heather CampbellHeather CampbellHeather CampbellHeather Campbell    

                                            Freelance writer and author of:Freelance writer and author of:Freelance writer and author of:Freelance writer and author of:    

              The Show Must Go On 

              Dear Hearts and Gentle People 

              Because You Asked 

              Sunny Side Up 

Visit www. hfcamp.comVisit www. hfcamp.comVisit www. hfcamp.comVisit www. hfcamp.com    

Or call  613Or call  613Or call  613Or call  613----582 582 582 582 ––––    3257325732573257    

 

 
 

The Creamery in Yesteryears 
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Commercial Off Beachburg Road 
 
MacGregor Concrete - Beachburg, ON  
  John MacGregor has been selling Precast products to 
Ontario,  Quebec and the United States since 1975.  Located in 
Beachburg, Ontario on 3 acres - John started the  business during 
1975 by making 500, 600 and 700 gallon septic tanks using a small 
hydraulic mixer on the back of his farm tractor. The tanks were 
then delivered by 3 ton or 5 ton Dodge  trucks with A-Frames on 
the back. John now has 4 Boom Trucks to  deliver his tanks which 
range from 100 gallon pump tanks to 6000  gallon septic tanks. 
                The first expansion came in 1978 when John purchased a 
Daffin Mixer which was used to transport dry material to the job site and mixed with water as it was 
required. 
                MacGregor Concrete expanded its Ready Mix in the winter of 1987  with the addition of a 
Johnson Batch plant and now has 5 Ready  Mix trucks. 
  In the winter of 1988-1989 John and his crew  constructed a 70' x 70' plant with a 7.5 ton over-
head crane.  
                During the winter of 2006-2007 John increased the size of the  plant to 70' x 140'. 

 

NRTC Cmmunications 
 
 The first telephone to come to 
this area was in Bennie’s Store in 
1906.  The rural telephone system un-
der the North Renfrew Telephone 
Company was established in 1911, 
with lines in Beachburg and the sur-
rounding area. In 1912, a telephone 
was installed in the secretary’s office 
of the NRAS. The first switchboard 
was in Dr. Alexander’s home and was 
later transferred to the second floor of 
Albert Stokes’ shop with Richard Hud-
son as the operator.  The switchboard 
was later moved to the home of Mrs. 
Thomas Pappin at the corner of Cam-
eron and Main Streets and again in 
1927 it was transferred to the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Condie where 
members of the family were in charge 
of its operation for many years. 
 Basil Brown was secretary manager for the telephone company from 1941 to 1975.  When he 
took over the  position, the bills were still written by hand.  In the 1950’s, the feasibility of changing to 
a dial system was investigated.  At a cost of $30,000, the shareholders had to be convinced that this 

Directors of North Renfrew Telephone Company  
(early 1960’s) 
Back Row: Clarence Dennison, John Bromley,  
Allan Cameron, Thomas Cameron, Reggie Kenny 
Seated: Basil Brown and Ed Foster 
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was a good deal, considering that, at the time, a farm sold for $5,000.  In 
1961, a new telephone office was built on Caroline Street and the first pri-
vately owned dial system in Ontario was established.  Digital switching 
was introduced in 1989 under the management of Walter Vandekemp.  In 
1996, internet service was approved and the first customer came on line in 
March 1997.  In 2005, changes to the existing system were implemented 
which allowed for wireless internet service beginning in the Cobden and 
Forester’s Falls area and expanded in 2006 to include the Pembroke area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beachburg Mini Storage: In the fall of 1995 Ron Lowe 
opened the first Mini Storage, a 26 unit building on Caroline 
St. Since that time it has been sold to Frances Hitchens.   
 
 
 
 
Marine/ATV/Snowmobile 
 
 James Gourlay, about 2008, purchased the car wash and 
repair building at #8 Cameron St. from Ron Lowe. He converted 
it to “Performance Products”. More can be learned at 
www.gourlayperformance.com 
 
 
Lumax Hardware 
 
Russell Lumax, a construction worker and carpenter who had built several houses in the Beachburg 
area, decided to start his own business, with 
the help of his wife, Margaret, in 1968.  They 
started with a small shop on Cameron Street 
and carried some building supplies and lum-
ber and took orders for other supplies as 
needed.  His son and daughter-in-law, Jim 
and Marjorie, joined the business in March 
1969.  As the business grew, they expanded 
the first building and added more stock. In 
1978-79, the present store on Malcolm Street 
was built.  After the death of Russell in 1980, 
Jim and Marjorie continued the business 
making changes and expanding as needed.  
In 1983 they joined the Homecare chain.  
Their son Wade has now joined them in the 
business, and they are currently associated with Tim-BR Mart. 
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An Overview of  Miscellaneous Commercial over the years: 
 
 William Wilson had a Barbershop in his home, by the bridge. 

 

 Donald Connelly was a livestock dealer, buying and selling to the farmers. 
 
 The “London House 1857” was established as a store by George Surtees who also had a tailor 
shop and the first telegraph system in this area, the old reel style.  The first telegraph came to Canada in 
1847, so he wasn’t far behind.  The “London House 1857” was dismantled in 1998 and taken to River 
Run to be part of the “Enchanted Gardens” as a craft shop and spa. 
 
Gordon T. Moore did general trucking for the surrounding area. 
 
Archie Weedmark had a sawmill on Morris Street and also did logging and trucking. 
 
Barrie Davies did general trucking of asphalt, gravel, logs, etc. 
Clara Davies, a hairdresser, operated in her home on Cameron Street. 
 
 Mrs. Hazelton designed ladies bonnets, hats and other head coverings, in keeping with the 
trends.  An extension was added later to the building with living quarters for the Hazelton family.  
Ownership eventually passed to Miss Ann Weedmark who ran a Ladies Wear Shop for 22 years. 
 
 Clara Hazelton taught piano lessons for many years, was also the organist in the Presbyterian 
Church and the supply organist in the United Church following union. 
 
 Beth Little had a gift and craft shop in the Hazelton Block in the 1940’s.  The building was de-
molished in 1959, and an old Bible and school records were found. 
 
 In these years, as well as the stores of Mr. Beach and Mr O’Meara, Donald Fraser established a 
store at the corner of Main and Hume Streets.  Thomas Legge also had a store at the site of the present 
United Church, “The Liverpool House”.  There were three carriage and wagon shops – Robert Laven-
der at the curve in the road at the west end of the village, William Dudley at the east end of the village 
near the railway tracks and Parks Buchanan across from the present United Church. 
 
 
 Peter McLaren, a shoemaker, lived in the former William Wilson house, at the curve  in the 
road at the west end of the village.  Tom MacDonald, a tinsmith, had his shop opposite the present 
Fresh mart Store.  
 
 A frequented place of business behind what is now Smokie`s Pizza, on the street leading to the 
Fair grounds, was Davidson`s garage. It burned and was never rebuilt. 
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 Mr. Gervais had a hotel at the corner of Main and Smith Streets.   
 
Peter Barr was a carpenter who built some of the houses, stores, wagons, etc.  Mr. Morris was a tailor.  
Harry Knox was the leader of the town band in the 1900’s. 
  

Fraser’s Auto Service: 

The pictures were sent to us from Art Fraser of Ottawa who is the only child of Olive (MacIntyre) and 
Clarence Fraser. 
Olive is Beachburg resident Sandra Grove’s grandmother’s sister. 
Although there is no evidence of it now, Fraser’s Auto Service was across from the house in which Eric 
and Lorna Stevenson now live (see picture).He operated there in the years about 1946 to 1949. Then he 
moved to Ottawa to work for the Dept. of Highways. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This picture shows Olive, Art and bank manager Bob Thompson 
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B.T. Buchanan (Bryson) did trucking of sand, gravel, topsoil, logs and snowplowing. 
 
 In 1873, Thomas Little built and operated a saw and planing mill by the lake at the east end of 
the village.  Later, this was sold to W.E Jackson and the lake became known as Jackson Lake 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Restaurants in the 1950’s: 

 
 Although the house across from Lorna and Eric Stevenson`s is no longer there, son Bryan 
Davidson remembers the restaurant operated out of the home of his parents, Harry and Doris Davidson 
about 1950.  It continued until about 1955 and was a very popular spot for the teenage set of the day. 
Marge Wilson, Howard Weedmark and Pauline Johnston were a few Bryan remembers. Rick Price re-
members Doris’s tasty hamburgers for $0.25! Gladys Powers remembers working there as well.  
 Also in the 1950’s the Rainbow Inn, having a big rainbow painted over the door, operated out 
of the home of Cora and Alton Salter. This was the house formerly built by George Surtees on Hannah 
St, with the addition added for the post office which subsequently made a great spot for a restaurant. In 
much later years this became the home of Graydon and Shirley Moore and family. 
 The house on the main St. now owned by Rev. and Mrs. Garry Hobbs, in the 50`s was `Boyce`s 
Tea Room`. 
 

Fraser’s Garage 

Jackson Lake 
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Jim Buchanan  

Jim Buchanan’s Garage 1914 

Buchanan’s Sand & Gravel Ltd. 

1637 Beachburg Road 

613-582-3483 

Wally Buchanan 

Dan & Bev Buchanan 

Happy 175Happy 175Happy 175Happy 175thththth    Birthday BeachburgBirthday BeachburgBirthday BeachburgBirthday Beachburg    

Established in 1964 by Wallace & Geraldine Buchanan, taken over 

by Dan & Bev in 1984. We proudly serve Beachburg and area for 

all your aggregate needs & equipment rentals. 

 2010 
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Anglican 
 In the early 1870’s, an Anglican min-
ister held services in the Orange Hall, on the 
bank of the mill pond.  Rev. R. James Har-
vey who was in charge of the Mission of 
Stafford, Beachburg and Cobden came to 
Beachburg to hold services and to help or-
ganize a committee for the building of a 
church.  Rev. Samuel Daw who arrived with 
Rev. Harvey was appointed missionary to 
Beachburg.  Many of the people of the com-
munity were members of the Church of Eng-
land and a great effort was made to procure 
funds and build a church.  In 1883, Mr. John 
Shaw, a miller, donated the land for the 
church and a building was built on the site of 
the first house built by David Beach on the 
banks of the stream.  St. Augustine’s church 
was dedicated in May 1883.  Rev. Samuel Daw was the first minister.  The dwelling Mr. Shaw had 
built for his workers on the opposite side of the mill pond was purchased as a rectory. 
 In 1883, the Mission of Cobden separated from Beachburg, leaving St. Augustine’s in 
Beachburg, St. Mary’s in Westmeath and St. Aidens in Forester’s Falls.  When St. Aidens was closed 
in 1968, the church bell was installed on St. Augustine’s roof.  This bell once belonged to the S.S. 
Canopic, an ocean liner of the White Star Line, previously presented to St. Aiden’s by Colonel H. Can-
coran in 1926. 
 In 1968 the parish included St. Paul’s in Cobden, St. Augustine’s in Beachburg and St. Mary’s 
in Westmeath.  In May 1973, the 90th anniversary of the church was celebrated. 
 The Rectory adjacent to St. Augustine's was sold in 1984 and it  then moved to Cobden. In 2005 

there was an amalgamation with the Churches in the Stafford area and the Parish became the Parish of 

Stafford/ Whitewater. In 2006 the Rectory moved to Micksburg, where is it currently located. In 2008 

St. Augustine's celebrated its 125th Anniversary.  

 There is regular worship on Sundays at St. Augustine's. Please see the illuminated sign in front 

of the Church.  All are welcome. 

 
Methodist Church 
 In the early years around 1860, a minister who occasionally came from Perth to hold church 
services and visit the people stated “there could never be an established church in Beachburg, as it was 
too far north”.   
 In 1859, the first church was built in the village by the Methodist Episcopal members, at the site 
of the former Weedmark garage  on Main Street.  In 1864, the Wesleyan Methodist congregation built 
a church, on the site of the present Pronto store. These two Methodist churches united to form the 
Methodist Church of Canada in 1884.  Services were held in the former Methodist Episcopal Church.  
 A few years later this church burned, and was replaced by a large brick church, built in 1891.  
However this church and parsonage were burned in a fire in the 1930s. 
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

 CONGRATULATES BEACHBURG ON ITS  

175
TH

 BIRTHDAY! 

 

WE ARE ONLY 127 YEARS OLD, BUT THE WELCOME YOU WILL 

RECEIVE TODAY WILL BE THE SAME AS IT WAS ALL THOSE 

YEARS AGO 

COME AND JOIN US!.......WHATEVER YOUR FAITH IS, OR WAS, 

OR IS NOT ! 

A SCHEDULE OF SERVICES CAN BE SEEN ON THE ILLUMINATED BOARD IN 

FRONT OF THE CHURCH, AS WELL AS ON THE SANDWICH BOARD 

YOU CAN ALSO VISIT……  www.Ottawavalleyanglicans.ca … click on 

 Stafford/Whitewater, and go to schedule of services.  

 
Submitted by Phil Cottrell 
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United Church 
Presbyterian 
 In 1862, Rev. Hugh Cameron, a Presbyterian 
minister was inducted to the charges of Westmeath 
and Ross Townships.  He resided in Beachburg but 
often traveled by foot or horseback to visit the lum-
ber camps along the Coulonge and Black Rivers.  
Services were held in the Town Hall.  In 1864, the 
first Presbyterian church was built on a small hill, on 
the west side of Union cemetery.  It was a white clap-
board building with a small porch.  A chair was kept 
in the porch to assist the elderly to get out of high 
buggies.  The pulpit was high with several steps up to 
it. It was heated by two box stoves and light was from 
coal oil lamps. This area in the cemetery still stands vacant today as consecrated gound. The manse was 
located on the corner lot of Morris and Elliott Streets, at one time the home of Mr. & Mrs. Randolph 
Dunlop. 
 As the congregation increased it was decided to build a larger church.  Three quarters of an acre 
of land was purchased from Peter Barr for $225.  A brick church with basement, sanctuary and gallery 
was built.  Sheds were built for horses and buggies along the sides of the property with a picket fence 
across the front.  The cost of building the church and sheds was approximately $7000.  In 1901, a 
manse was purchased from Mr. Little at the corner of 
Main and Little Streets.  This was sold and a new 
manse built in 1966 on Cameron Street, behind the 
church.  In 1990, it was decided to sell the manse as 
many repairs and renovations were needed.   
 In 1925 the Methodist and Presbyterian 
Churches united to become the United Church of Can-
ada. The former Presbyterian Church became St. An-
drew’s United Church.  Those who wished to remain 
Presbyterian members worshipped in the Town Hall 
for a time and in 1926, the former school across the 
street from the church was purchased by Presbyterian 
Church and continued as such until 1952, when it was 
sold to the Pentecostal Church. 
 In 1929, the original Methodist church members 
sold their building and donated the money to build an extension to the back part of the church.  This 
addition provided a vestry and choir room on the main floor and an extended kitchen and wash rooms 
in the basement.  When hydro electric power came to the village, the building was wired for electricity, 
an oil furnace was eventually installed for heating and when the water works system was established, 
plumbing and a septic system were also installed. 
 Music has always been part of the church service.  The choir, made up of members of the con-
gregation, has changed over the years, but has always taken an active part in any church activity.  Since 
union, the organists have been Clara Hazelton, Viola Johnson, Betty Fynn and Lorna Stevenson at pre-
sent, with Barry Stephen as choir director and Heather Campbell as supply pianist.  An orchestra of 
several men “The Beachburg Connection” takes part in church services at times and also play for other 
churches and organizations. 

St. Andrew’s United Church 

Old Church Manse 
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 The women’s organizations which existed prior to church union joined to become The United 
Church Women in 1961.  They organize church suppers, yard sales and other events to raise funds for 
renovations in the church, and also support the Sunday school, church camps at Golden Lake and 
Camp Lauren, the Bible Society,  etc. 
 
Standard Church 
 The Standard Church was built in 1922.  It was 
a small church, built on the corner lot of Elliott and 
Little Streets.  The members of the church were active 
in the Sunday school, Young People Society and Mis-
sionary work.  The Beachburg congregation joined 
with the Standard Church in Forester’s Falls and the 
last service was held in May 1971. 
 
Pentecostal Church 
 The former Presbyterian Church was purchased 
by the newly formed Beachburg Pentecostal Church in 1952.  It was a branch of the Pembroke Pente-
costal Assemblies church.  The pastor in charge was Rev. George Bombay with two co-pastors, Morris 
Pettigrew and Robert Johnston.  Sunday school, Young People’s Society and Women’s Missionary So-
ciety were formed.  A parsonage was purchased in 1953.  In 1971, plans were made for the first exten-
sion of the building which included a study, the kitchen, 
washrooms and a nursery.  The basement was renovated in 
1977.  A satellite system was added in 1986 and services 
were planned around the televised services.  In 1989, more 
renovations and an extension on the church building was 
begun – the upper story was taken off, the main sanctuary 
space was doubled, the study was enlarged, and larger 
bathrooms were installed and made wheelchair accessible.   
 The Women’s Missionary Council (WMC) was 
started in 1954, with monthly meetings for devotion, pro-
jects and business.  An orphan child was adopted through 
Child Care Plus 10 years ago. 
 
SCHOOLS 

 

Beachburg Public School, SS #7 
 Before the Public School Act was passed in 1850, the township was settled in groups and each 
settlement had its own school.  One of the settlers taught the pupils and each family contributed toward 
paying a small salary.  After the Act was passed in 1852, the Township of Westmeath was divided into 
eight school sections.  Later these sections were divided to form seven more sections, making fifteen 
public school sections throughout the township and one separate school section, located at Lapasse.  
Beachburg was school section # 7. 
 The first school in Beachburg was held in a private home, with a Mrs. Nathaniel Chamberlain 
and a Mr. John Wiggelsworth as the teachers.  After the fire in 1851, a log school was built on the  
Hazelton property, built by Alexander Condie, father of Mrs. Hazelton.  The upstairs was used by the 
Orange Lodge to hold their suppers.  The fifth book was the highest you could attain, and a third class 
certificate allowed a person to teach school.  This building later became a store (Hazelton Millinery 
Shop and living quarters). 
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 In 1876, a brick school was built (now the present home of Gillen Weedmark on Hume Street).  
The teacher received a salary of $300 per year.  The expansion of the village population forced the con-
struction of a new school in 1892.  This was a 2 storey building on Main Street which later became the 
Presbyterian Church.  After a few years, 
when this building became too crowded, 
classes were held in the Orange Hall, the 
township hall and a small one-room portable. 
 The present school was built in 1923.  
Originally, it was a large two storey brick 
building, with two class rooms on each floor, 
a central staircase and a basement.  Elemen-
tary classes were taught in the two class-
rooms on the first floor and secondary classes 
in the two classrooms and the laboratory on 
the second floor. Secondary classes up to 
Junior Matriculation were taught by a two 
teacher team. 
In 1953, the secondary pupils of the school 
attended the Pembroke Collegiate Institute 
when changes were made in the school system in 
Pembroke.  The classrooms vacated were used by 
the intermediate grades.  Pupils were brought in by 
bus as the public schools in the surrounding area 
were closed. 
 In 1967 a new wing with three class rooms 
and washrooms was added.  In 1969, a kindergar-
ten class was introduced for children of the 
Beachburg and Westmeath area, until the kinder-
garten in the Westmeath School was established.  
Three more rooms were added as well as a port-
able classroom.  By 1993-94, three more portable 
classrooms were needed.  In May 1995, sod was 
turned for the construction of a 3,300 sq. ft. addi-
tion to the school to accommodate a kindergarten 
room, a classroom, a library, washrooms, change 
rooms, gymnasium and staff rooms.  This was 
opened in May 1996. 
 Special school activities include a day of 
outdoor sports, a track and field day and concerts 
for parents and friends. The pupils also raise 
money by various means for school trips to inter-
esting places. The parents’ association, along with 
the teachers’ liaison, assists in obtaining extra 
material and supplies. 
 In 1981, a reunion was held for former 
members of Beachburg Continuation School.  This 
was planned by Jack and Vera Johnson.  Four hun-
dred members attended, some from the West Coast of Canada and the United States.  Bus and boat 

THE 1876 School, now the home of Gillen Weedmark 

Original School, built in 1923 

Today’s Side View (note the addition and the original)  
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tours took place to points of interest in the community, especially “Wilderness Tours”, enabling every-
one to renew acquaintances and reminisce on the old school days. 
 
SS #6 Westmeath 
 
 Roche Fendu is a name which is part French and part Indian meaning Split Rock.  Some of the 
first settlers took up tracts of land to establish farms and homes in this part of Westmeath Township, 
along the Ottawa River. 
 The first school was built on Lot Front 
B6, known as Brady’s Point, in 1837.  John Bu-
chanan, a lawyer from Scotland, who wanted his 
children to be educated, was the first teacher.  
Before the Public School Act was passed in 
1850, each settlement had its own small school 
and each family contributed to the teacher’s sal-
ary, supplies, repairs and wood for the school.  
The teacher boarded among the families. 
 In 1871, the second school was built on 
property now owned by Gillan Robertson, 
whose great grandfather, John Park Robertson, 
attended the first school as a boy. The next 
school was built in 1892-93 on E1/2 Lot C, Con-
cession 7, now owned by David and Jean Robin-
son.  This building continued as a school, until 
the rural public schools were disbanded and the pu-
pils bused to Beachburg Public School.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
S.S. # 12 Westmeath 
 
  The land for the S.S. # 
12 School was donated by 
Adam Crozier an early settler, 
thus named the Crozier 
School. The first building was made of pine logs with pine flooring. Desks were handmade all the same 
size, each seating two pupils. That school remained the same for forty years until a red brick building 
was erected by the Caswell brothers of Cobden costing $800. It had slate blackboards and more modern 
seating. Later electricity was installed and a wood stove replaced by an oil furnace. 

Originally built as a school in 1892, now owned by David 

& Jean Robinson 

Roche Fendu Pupils 

L. to R. Front row: Eric McLean, Alister McLean, Kenneth Howard, 

John Lavallee, Melvin Farnel, Archie McLean, Wallace Buchanan 

Middle Row: Mary Comrie, Marjorie Farnel, Audrey McLean, Isabelle 

McLean, Mable Robertson, Betty Brown  

Back Row: Teacher Asa Stevenson, Dorothy McLean, Marjorie How-

ard, Cora Brown, Jessie Black, Jean Black, Iva Barr,  Gladys Mathieson 
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Many teachers served the com-
munity over the years but some 
local ones were Ethel Collins, 
Ivan Crozier, Margaret Met-
calfe, Mary Comrie, Phyllis 
Dougherty, Cora Salter, Hildred 
Coughlin, Emily Weedmark, 
Mildred McCulloch, Lydia 
Connors and Dawna Derouin. 
 When amalgamation of 
schools occurred in the late 
1960s, S.S. # 12 closed. 
Laurentian View Women’s In-
stitute acquired the building for 
$1 from the Township of West-
meath /Stafford in 1966. It pro-
vided a place for meetings and 
gatherings for community 
courses and other special func-
tions. A small kitchen replaced 
one bathroom but generally it 
remained the same. Events were 
usually cancelled during the 
winter due to heating costs. 
 Though the ladies main-
tained the property for many 
years, upkeep soon became a 
task physically and financially 
for the aging membership. Reluctantly, it was decided to sell the property. In November 1997, Andre 
Lair of Beachburg purchased it. He renovated somewhat and sold it as a residence. A few owners have 
lived there since each making significant changes and additions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S.S. # 12 school became the Laurentian View W.I. Hall 
1991 Members: L. To R. Kathleen Burgess, Gwen Kidd, Ber-
nice Derouin, Beulah Cotnam, Joyce McLaughlin, Irene 
Kenney, Eleanor McLaughlin 

1947 S.S.#12 Westmeath 
L. to R. Front: Wanda McCulloch, Murray Cotnam, Tommy Martin, 
Helen Johnson 
2nd row: David Keuhl, Colin Kidd, Kenny Cotnam, Bobby Broome, 
Darlene Kreiger 
3rd row: Barbara Krieger, Zenith Kidd, Earl Martin, Gary 
McClelland, Ronnie Johnson, Joey Martin, Lorna Cotnam 
Back row: Teacher Cora Salter, Myrna Smith, Geraldine Keuhl, Dale 
McClelland, Marilyn Martin, Shirley Martin 
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S.S # 14 School Westmeath 
 
 The first school was erected on the south corner of Lot 11 on 6th Concession in Westmeath 
Township. This log structure with hand-shaved shingles known as Dunn’s School was situated on the 
property owned by John Dunn later the land of the Robert Dougherty homestead. The next schoolhouse 
was built on Stoney Hill on the west side of Lot 13, 7th Con-
cession, on the Fynn farm, and later sold to John Scott for a 
residence. The next site for S.S. # 14 was on land donated by 
Angus Barr and James Collins who each gave one-half acre; 
the wooden structure costing $600. 
 Miss Margaret Windle was teacher when the school 
burned in December 1910 and classes resumed in the Mitchell 
home. The new school was built and opened in 1911. Thomas 
H. Collins was secretary-treasurer for 53 years, being ap-
pointed at age 17. 
One of the first teachers was Miss Annie Pounder (1887-
1892). 
 Students were responsible for caretaking, cleaning, 
carrying water and lighting fires in the big stove and furnace. 
Local teachers included Viola Cameron, Barbara Taylor, Nora 
Johnson, Jean Robertson, Jean Anderson, Cora Salter, Emily 
Weedmark, Dawn Ireton, Jessie Bromley and Norris Ashley. 
Teachers in these rural schools faced many challenges with 
eight grades but the family atmosphere helped create satisfy-
ing experiences. 
 In March 1963 the school burned; no cause deter-
mined. Erma Johnson, the teacher lost her guitar in the fire. She and her eight students were taken into 
a spare classroom in the Beachburg Public School. The school was not rebuilt so area children were 
bussed to Beachburg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L. to R. 
Back: Gladys Robinson, Edith Dough-
erty, Cora Salter (teacher), Verla 
Collins, Velda Robinson 
Middle: Naida White, Eleanor Dough-
erty, Evelyn Conley, Delta White, Ver-
sil Collins 
Front: Gordon White, Faye Dougherty, 
Edgar White 
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Horticultural Society 
 In 1959, Beachburg Society was organized by Harvey Fraser of Pembroke with Frances 
Singleton as President and Evelyn 
Price as Secretary. Soon there were 
36 members. Meetings were held in 
the homes, in the school and in the 
Township Hall. They received a grant 
of $35 that first year. In 1965, 
Beachburg Society hosted the District 
Flower Show. In 1960 a Flower Show 
was introduced. In 1970, a Flower 
Show was added to the Beachburg 
Fair. In the past many years four 
Flower Shows including Teas in June 
and September are held. Community 
support is greatly appreciated. 
 Over the years, the Society 
continues their mandate of public 
planting about the village and at 
public buildings. Several trees have been planted at Country Haven Retirement Home in memory of 
former members and a vegetable garden there provides therapy, enjoyment and produce for the 
residents. Also trees have been planted at local churches and in the Union Cemetery. In later years, 
provided there is a membership of 50, a Government grant of $1000 helps with Society projects. 
 In 2009, the 50th Anniversary was observed with a great celebration in the Orange Hall with 
ninety in attendance. Though it is a struggle to keep up memberships, those who attend enjoy 
educational programs, gifted speakers on Horticultural topics, competitions, and other activities. Five 
members are certified Horticultural judges who keep updated in annual courses. They are proud of their 
achievements. In 2007-2008 local member Ken Fink held the prestigious position of President of the 
Ontario Horticultural Association. Members are welcome whether beginning or well-seasoned for an 
educational adventure. 
Written by Eleanor McLaughlin 

 

The Beachburg Horticultural SocietyThe Beachburg Horticultural SocietyThe Beachburg Horticultural SocietyThe Beachburg Horticultural Society    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Promote 

Protection of our environment 
Encourage public planting 
Stimulate interest in horticulture 
Hold flower & vegetable shows 
Outdoor beautification 
Education in horticulture theory 
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The Beachburg Pentecostal Church 

1757 Beachburg Road 

613-582-3473 

Sunday ServicesSunday ServicesSunday ServicesSunday Services    

11AM and 6 PM11AM and 6 PM11AM and 6 PM11AM and 6 PM    

Everyone is welcome to join us to 

worship and enjoy our fellowship 

 Our congregation wishes Beachburg a Our congregation wishes Beachburg a Our congregation wishes Beachburg a Our congregation wishes Beachburg a 

Happy 175Happy 175Happy 175Happy 175thththth    AnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversary    
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The Orange Hall - Beachburg 

 

 The Orange Hall in Beachburg has a unique and 
colorful history. The Loyal Orange Lodge # 340 built the 
Hall on the Main Street in 1909. The Masonic Lodge met 
on the third floor and the Ladies on the second story. The 
Masons had previously held meetings in 1859 over the 
General Store called London House owned by George 
Surtees. In September 1913, Enterprise Lodge #310 rented 
the top storey for $35 a year, purchased furniture, 2 box 
stoves and 4 hanging kerosene lamps. They held banquets on the Main Floor. During the Depression 
there were hard times. In 1933, Orange Lodge ladies and Masons agreed to change rooms and their 
second floor rent was raised to $80 including hydro.  Also there was great entertainment on the first 
floor. My mother, Marjorie Dougherty, recalled Billy Davidson 
organizing dances when the Hall overflowed with happy dancers. 
Walter Barr, the Smith boys and Billy Fisher played the violins in a 
pick-up band and George Condie called for square dances.  
 At that time a wood stove heated the hall until a furnace was 
installed. Indoor toilets (no plumbing) were located at the back of the 
basement. Wall coal oil lamps lit with a long handled torch provided 
faint lighting. Winter activities were likely limited. Couples safely 
tied their horses over at the United Church sheds.  
 Many wedding receptions were held in the hall. Square 
dancing was the norm. Older people sat on chairs lining the walls so they could watch the goings on 
and visit. The Masonic Lodge held a District Ladies Night with a great banquet and dance for several 
years. 
 In 1984,the Lodge was forced to 
discontinue the management of the Or-
ange Hall due to declining membership 
and aging members. Interested resi-
dents purchased shares to form a Regis-
tered Corporation, Beachburg Hall 
Limited, to keep the Hall functioning 
for community events. Fundraisers and 
rentals provided funds for operation. 
Bathrooms and a small kitchen were 
added. New dry wall, paint, and flores-
cent lighting brightened up the base-
ment. The group held euchre parties 
and sponsored dances.  
In the late 80’s two propane furnaces, 
one upstairs and one downstairs re-
placed the wood furnace in the base-
ment. Later, new windows were installed. New flooring in the kitchen, paint and vertical blinds made 
significant improvements. Vinyl siding enhanced the front porch.   
 Aging shareholders struggled to continue maintenance. Due to declining membership, the Ma-
sonic Lodge decided to join Cobden Lodge, so the second floor was vacant, resulting in no rent income 

Beachburg Beauties, July 12th parade 

1940’s 12th July Celebration 
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for the Hall. The Hall was listed for sale in 2006. 
 A public meeting was called to investigate the interest in keeping this historic building as a 
Community Hall in Beachburg. A large crowd of interested residents gathered. Since Beachburg had 
no other hall to host larger events, the younger generation stepped up to form a new Executive to oper-
ate the Hall. With their energy and innovative ideas, they expressed confidence in its survival. 100 
shares at $100 per share were purchased to boost the funds. Numerous groups have held a variety of 
events.  
 In an effort to keep the Hall functioning, the Committee continually encourages the Community to 
utilize the facility. It is not their desire to make a profit but provide a location for local activities. 
 
Written by Eleanor McLaughlin (edited for this book; original on display at the Homecoming  
            March 2010) 
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North Renfrew Agricultural Society Coliseum 

 

 In 1963, a group of community minded citizens decided to build a covered arena to be used for 
winter activities and the annual Beachburg Fair.  Wilf Bennett of the North Renfrew Agricultural Soci-
ety (NRAS) agreed to take on the project which was financed by grants from the provincial govern-
ment, financial donations and voluntary labour.  The best location in the fair 
grounds interfered with the racetrack, therefore, Joe Beach donated land  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
beside the race track for the arena. A fund raising campaign was organized in  the surrounding commu-
nity with great results. 
 An all steel building was erected and the dressing rooms, lunch counter and public waiting 
room, taken from the old outdoor rink, were installed in the new arena.  A lighting system and water 
lines were installed and area residents donated lumber for seats.  Through the efforts of the Lions Club, 
church organizations, women’s institutes, recreation associations, school children and softball teams, 
all the materials and labour were donated.  About 700 yards of roadway were built from the lower en-
trance of the exhibition grounds to the Coliseum and the ground around the building was landscaped.  
The coliseum was opened September 22, 1964 by the Honourable William Stewart, Minister of Agri-
culture. 
 In 1967, a ticket booth, kitchen and anterooms were added.  In 1978, artificial ice was installed 
with donations from local people and grants from the government.  In 1987 renovations to the arena 
included a new glass fronted entrance, new washrooms, dressing rooms, canteen and lounge area with 
windows which overlooked the ice surface.  Money from these changes came from federal and provin-
cial grants as well as donations from local residents. 
 In 2008 Barry & Grace (Beach) Stephen donated 2 acres of land off their farms to accommo-

date parking and Fair activities. 

Today’s Arena 

The Barns & Show Area 
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The Golden Helmets open the 2007 Fair 



Beachburg  Celebrate 175 Years (1835—2010) 

60 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Jamieson 

Having traveled to many countries throughout the 

world, there is no place I would rather live and raise 

my family than the Village of Beachburg. 
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Beachburg Lion’s Club 

 
 In 1953, the Beachburg Lion’s Club was incorporated.  Over the years, the members have given 
much time and effort to community service.  They have helped establish and furnish the Medical Cen-
tre, supply wheelchairs, crutches and other aids, organize bike-thons, maintain the cenotaph, organize 
Remembrance Day services, support the N.R.A.S., 
Boy Scouts, Girl Guides, hockey teams, ball teams 
and many other community activities. 
 When Beachburg was incorporated in 1959, 
the Lion’s Club bought the township hall on Han-
nah Street.  It is now used for Lion’s Club meet-
ings, Senior Citizen meetings, card games, bingo 
games, parties, Remembrance Day services and 
other events. 
 Lights of Hope are celebrated every year in 
the Christmas season in a short service.  Lights on 
two evergreen trees and many lights on the Lion’s 
Hall are in remembrance or in honor of a person.  
Money from this project goes to the Easter Seal 
Society but some remains in the community for an emergency fund. 
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Boy Scouts (of the Baden-Powell Canadian Boy Scout Organization) 
 The 1st Boy Scout Troop was formed in 1917 by Rev. John Hurst of the Wesley Methodist 
church in Pembroke and Harold Welsh.  Boys were equipped with uniforms and field equipment and 
trained in scout discipline and proficiency 
to First Class Scouts.  After Mr. Hurst and 
Mr. Welsh left in 1923, scouting died out 
and the troop was disbanded.  It was re-
established again in 1955 by Reg Wilson 
and continued under Harry Van Rykon and 
William Graham.  Meetings were held in 
the Fairgrounds Dining Hall.  Many ser-
vices were performed by the Boy Scouts 
such as watch guard services on fair nights 
in Whitewater grounds, care of small chil-
dren, tree planting and first aid. 
 It appears that the scouting move-
ment again disbanded until 1980.  At that 
time, Frank Campbell and Alan Groves 
were invested as leaders. The group met in 
the Lions Hall under the auspices of the 
Lion’s Club. In time there were not only 
Scouts (ages 11-14) but Cubs (ages 8-10), 
Beavers (ages 5 -7) and  as the scouts 
reached their maximum age, the co-ed 
group "Venturers" (ages 14 -17) was 
formed. Some of the leaders over the years 
in the various age groups  have been: Hal 
Johnson, Pam Whitfield, Laurie Campbell 
(Severin), Philip Severin, Vince Gervais,  
Debbie Curtis, Phylis Leedham (Maves), 
Phil Hammel, Andy Rakai, Ralph Martin. 
Gail Hussik, Joanne and Dean Schroeder. 
 Camping trips, outdoor survival 
skills, canoeing, Kub-Car rallies and the 
Badge Program were some of the activities 
that were enjoyed and will always be great 
memories. Unfortunately there no longer is 
a Beachburg Scout Movement. 
 

 

 

 

 

In 1982 Philip Severin and Debbie Curtis are 
invested as Beaver leaders  

Camp Edleau 
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Frank Campbell and Allan Groves are invested as 
leaders in 1980 to rekindle the Scout movement in 
Beachburg 

Kub Kar Rally (below) 

Leader Ralph Martin far right. 

Back row Beachburg winners 

Shawn Martin, Paul Tyson  

Front row Ian Hawthorne, Brett 

Groves  
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The Girl Guides  (ages 9-11) in Beachburg were started in 1955-56 by Mrs. Vera Johnson and Mavis 
Werle who led the group for many years. Following them over the years were the following leaders: 
Linda Waldron and Alice Walley, Pam Robertson, Carolyn Robertson, Daphne Thomas, Jane Canniff, 
Carole Lavallee, Pam Whitfield, Glenda Lyon, Carolyn Hawthorne, Shanna Ostendorpt, Brenda 
Weaver, Susan Kowalski, Marilyn Labow, Dawn Price-Rakai, Donna Severin, Pam Drew, Laurie Ger-
vais(Severin), Monique Johnson, Marilyn Labow, Heather Labow, Robin Dufault, Melanie Martin. 
Brownies (ages 7-8) were led in 1955-56 by Gerry Buchanan and Margaret Hawthorne and then Mar-
garet and Mrs. Herb Hawthorne. In 1960 the unit was closed until its reopening in 1977 by Jane Can-
niff and Daphne Thomas. Leaders who followed were: Paulette Schroeder, Ilene Hammel, Danielle 
Gervais, Marie Paul McMullen, Betty Chevalier, Lori Burger, Suzanne Buchanan, Wanda White, Liz 
Brown, Sherry Anderson, Marilyn Labow, Shawna (Weaver) Belaire, Laurie Gervais (now Severin), 
Monique Johnson, Erin McGonegal, Diane Stalbe, Pam MacDonald, Amanda Gervais, Stacey Gervais, 
Robin Dufault, Melanie Martin. 
Sparks  ( ages 5-6) was welcomed to Beachburg in 1991, with leader Marilyn Labow (who moved up 
the ranks as a leader for each group above), and in the 2nd year, Carol Laporte. A lack of five year olds 
caused the closing for one year but then the re-opening by Monique Johnson and Laurie Gervais 
(Severin), later led by Cindy Price (Robertson), Ann Marie Day, Robin Dufault, Melanie Martin. 
Pathfinders (ages 12 -14) was started in Beachburg much later by Paulette Schroeder and Ilene Hamel. 
At one time the unit joined with Pembroke Pathfinders under the leadership of Sandy Boland and Linda 
Cowan, until the re-opening of a group in Beachburg first led by Brenda Weaver and Lynn Henneberry 
and then Marilyn Labow. 
 
None of these groups meet now, 2010, here in 
Beachburg. 
 
The above list of names is by recall and not by 

official record with sincere apologies to any 

leader’s name that was missed. 

Camping Once or twice a year the members 
participated in camping. Some of these camps 
were held in local farmer's fields, local camp 
sites (Log n' Lantern) and even at the 
Beachburg Ottawa River Sportsman Club 
(previously called the Rod and Gun Club). 
Three camping highlights were the Girl Guides 
International Camp in 1996, held at Base Pet-
awawa, units from the United States also at-
tended; an over-night camp at the Museum of 
Civilization where we slept in rooms representing countries around the world and an overnight camp at 
the Museum of Science and Technology where we slept beside the  trains on display in the building. 
 In 1999 three girls from Beachburg Girl Guides, Cari Rakai; Kayla Lavallee and Heather 

Brownies, June 1958 
L. to R.: Wiegeitje De Haan, Gepke De Haan, Gep-
pie Pietersma, Judy Moore, Donna Burgess, Carolyn 
Dougherty, Cynthia Teske, Jean MacGregor, Keitha 
price 
In front: Pam Johnson, Lynn Werle (behind) with 
Leader Margaret Hawthorne 

Sparks Promise: I promise to share and be 

a friend 

Brownie Motto: Lend a Hand 

Guides & Pathfinder Motto: Be Prepared 
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Labow were chosen to go to Canadian Mosaic '99 : Footprints in Time for ten days in July at St Malo 
Provincial Park in Manitoba. Delegates from South Africa, United States, India, Mexico and England 
attended. 
  A micro-burst rain and wind storm during the camp led to the evacuation of all girls to a small  
church for two nights. Everywhere shelters were being blown down. Poles were bent and broken and 
pegs scattered. Forks were used as pegs to secure tents. Roads and sites became rivers and lakes. Since 
another severe storm was expected for later in the day, the whole camp of more than 1,100 participants 
was evacuated to the nearby town of St. Malo. The camp took over the church, school and arena. Over-
all, many of the girls found the entire evacuation process just another adventure that they could tell 
their friends. 
Special Events 
In 1996, Beachburg Girl Guides celebrated their 40th anniversary. The event was to honour those who  
started the units in Beachburg and to thank those who have been leaders. A special presentation was  
made to Vera Johnson by the Pembroke and District Commissioner and a certification to appreciation 
was presented by MPP Sean Conway. A donation to the Girl Guides Friendship Fund in memory of 
Mrs. Mavis Werle was also announced. Special greetings from MP Len Hopkins and PM Jean Chretien 
were also read and Reeve Art Jamieson brought greetings from the Village. A fashion show of past and 
present uniforms  from all units was modeled by current members.  
Canada Cord 
 Over the years several Pathfinders in the Beachburg unit have received their Canada Cord. This 
is the highest achievement that can be earned in Pathfinders. The recipients must focus on community  
service, leadership and camping. 
Contributed by Marilyn Labow 
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BEACHBURG FAIR 

 

 In 1857, the first Beachburg Fair was held at Beach’s Hotel at the corner of Main and Morris 
Streets.  It was held there annually and John Supple, M.P. was instrumental in having the government 
establish a county fair at Beachburg.  The North Renfrew Agricultural Society (NRAS) was formed in 
1868 and the first county fair was held in the township hall built by Newton Egelston.  The present ex-
hibition grounds were purchased from Joseph Beach, son of David, in 1868.  The main exhibit hall was 
built and more buildings were added as the years passed.  In 1897, a larger exhibit hall was erected by 
Augustus Brown, and in 1906 a dining hall was added to the north side of the building.  In 1904, the 
NRAS won the prize of a cement block secretary’s office, sponsored by the Ottawa Journal.  In 1931 
fire destroyed all the buildings on the exhibition grounds except for the secretary’s office and the build-
ings for the horses and cattle.  The present exhibition hall was built by Harris Brown on the site of the 
first one.  
 
In 2007 Beachburg Fair celebrated its 150th Anniversary on the weekend of  July 26-29 with a four 
day fair, the theme being “Our Heritage Shapes Our Future”. To kick off the celebrations on the Thurs-
day night the O.P.P. Golden Helmets Precision Motorcycle Team performed their ride demonstrating 
their expert skills on Beachburg’s Main Street. This was followed by the Opening of the Fair with mas-
ter of ceremonies former Mayor Art Jamieson. We were honoured to include in the ribbon cutting cere-
mony former Fair presidents Bing Ross and Art Burnett. In addition to the usual fair agenda, on the 
Saturday evening a “Meet and Greet event was held which welcomed back residents and friends of the 
village in a relaxing atmosphere of visiting and reminiscing.  Other special activities included a birth-
day cake auction, a buck set square dance, and a fashion show of wedding dresses worn by brides in 
our community over the years. Executive Officers for this 150th Fair were: 
President – Brenda Byce; 1st Vice – Neil Hawthorne; 2nd Vice – Adrian Vereyken; 
Home Craft President – Grace Stephen; Secretary: Kim Quast; Treasurer: Helen Robertson; Historical 
Committee- Christine Reaburn, Dorothy MacGregor. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Official Opening of 150th Beachburg, Ont. Past 
Presidents Bing Ross and Art Burnett cutting the 
ribbon. 
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The 2010 Fair Board Executive 
L. to R. 

Back Row: Bob Farnel, Bridgitte Graham, Rona-Lee McCrea, Jackie MacGregor, Brenda  Byce, 
Sherry Hawthorne, Patricia Stephen 

Middle Row: Shannon McCrea, Sarah McCrea, Lisa Hennessey, Sherrie Mackay, Carrie Coleman, 
Grace Stephen 

Front Row: Adrian Vereyken, Neil Hawthorne, Angela Keller 
(Missing: Dave Mackay, Danielle Berry, Kim Quast, Kirk Keller, Nathan Latchford, Emily Kenney}    
    

    

Greetings from the Beachburg Agricultural SocietyGreetings from the Beachburg Agricultural SocietyGreetings from the Beachburg Agricultural SocietyGreetings from the Beachburg Agricultural Society    

On behalf of the  Board of Directors and the many volunteers, we congratulate the Village of Beachburg on its 

175
th

 birthday. We thank and congratulate the 175
th

 Anniversary committee for orga-

nizing a parade, meet & greet activities during this year’s fair and for producing a his-

tory book which will be treasured by present and future generations. 

Sincerely 

Neil Hawthorne, President of the Beachburg Agricultural Society 
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Presidents of Beachburg Agricultural Society 
 

(formerly North Renfrew Agricultural Society) 

 
 
When the first fair was organized in 1857, Noah Jackson was elected as secretary, a position he held 
for ten years. During this time period there was no president until 1867 when Walter Findlay was 
elected as the first president of the North Renfrew Agricultural Society with Noah Jackson still holding 
the office of secretary. 

Presidents 1867- 2010 

 

Arndell McBride 
Bert Martin 
J.R. Barr 
B.W. Ross 
Eric Weedmark 
Art Burnett 
Wilf Bennett 
B.W. Ross 
Osborne Bennett 
Norman Byce 
Craig Robertson 
Frank Vereyken 
Osborne Bennett 
Barry Robinson 
Keith Johnson 
Norman Byce 
Osborne Bennett 
Grant Byce 
Ward Byce 
Angel Graham 
Bob Farnel 
Lola Byce 
Barry Stephen 
Ron Lowe 
Brenda Byce 
Neil Hawthorne 

Walter Findlay 
James Wark 
James Findlay 
Archibald Crozier 
William Jamieson 
Osborne Wright 
Augustus Brown 
George McCaskill 
Robert Bennie 
R.H. Scott 
William McClelland 
John J Condie 
Albert Munroe 
Dr. G.W. Alexander 
C.H. McLean 
John A Brown 
R.S. McClelland 
Arthur Griese 
Harris Brown 
Garnet Dougherty 
Albert Lyttle 
Leonard Farnel 
Archibald Hawthorne 
A.N. Coughlin 
Osborne Johnson 
J.C. Wright 
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 4-H 

 In this rural community, the 4-H organization has played a big part and influenced many lives. 
The logo of Head, Heart, Hand and Health is well exemplified in the various clubs that function under 
the umbrella of 4-H. The numerous leaders who have given of their time, energy and knowledge are to 
be commended. 
 The Whitewater Beef Club now functions under the leadership of  Nathan Latchford. Previous 
to that Sherrie Mackay, Shirley MacGregor and Jim Labow shared the leadership. Other leaders have 
been Jason Jamieson, Barry Robinson, Barry Stephen and Cecil Mathieson.  
 4-H teaches responsibility, pride of accomplishment and how to work as a team. These youth 
aged 10 - 21 feed and care for their beef animal, halter break it to lead , bathe and clip it for every 
show. They take their animals to fairs and competitions from their own county all the way to Toronto. 
We should be very proud of our young 4-H participants as they represent our Renfrew County at all 
events in a way that brings credit to the county. With pride they can say “that is where I come from”. 
 Over the years there have been various other clubs besides “Beef” (dairy, garden, field crops, 
sewing, cooking, homemaking clubs, etc) and countless, devoted leaders who have shared their time 
and skills with young participants. 
 
 

Robert and Stephen Lowe prepare their 4-H calf 
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Women’s Institute 
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Beachburg Fire Department 
  
 When the township bought a fire truck after the big fire in the 1948, Jack Burnett was a natural 
to become fire chief and spent  many long weekends in the summer standing by in case of fire. The 
hammer mill was one of the truck’s ‘favourite stops’. (Contributed by son Bob Burnett) 
 In 1993, a new municipal garage for village-owned vehicles and equipment was built on Han-
nah Street near the Lion’s Hall.  This is now Whitewater Fire Hall, Beachburg. The location of the new 
Fire Hall is the same as that of the old outdoor rink. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Building on Main Street 

New Building 
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Beachburg Water Works 

 

 Plans began in 1955 to install a water 
system in the village.  Beachburg at this time 
was still part of Westmeath Township with 
J.C. Wright as Reeve.  Councillors were T.S. 
Harris, Campbell Faught, Lyle Burgess and 
John Lavallee. 
 Alex Kilgour of Renfrew was the con-
struction engineer of this project. A well was 
dug at the eastern end of the village, where 
the water was pumped through underground 
pipes to the homes and businesses.  Fire hy-
drants and storm sewers were also installed.  
Welly Davidson was the first water commis-
sioner followed by his son Greg with Murray Anderson on backup call.  New and larger pipes were in-
stalled when the road was reconstructed in 1984-86. 
 A new water filtration and distribution system was installed in 1992.  A grant was received for 
this which paid for 85% of the cost with the village paying the remaining 15%. 
 
 
 
Beachburg Public Library 
 In 1966-67, the library was started as a centennial project by Mrs. Joe (Rhoda) Beach.  The li-
brary board was made up of interested local people.  The former shop of Mr. A.H. Stokes was leased, 
cleaned and renovated, magazine and book racks were made, donations canvassed.  It was officially 
opened in April 1967 by Reeve T.S. Harris.  Dorothy Cameron was the first librarian. 
 In 1968 the library was moved to the former township municipal garage on Main Street.  Dona-
tions  and grants were received to help with the upkeep.  Mrs. Jessie Johnson became librarian. 
 In 1980, the Bank of Nova Scotia was moved to a new location and made a charitable donation 
of the previous building to the library board.  After renovations the books and supplies were moved to 
the new quarters.  In 1986, an agreement of shared library services with Westmeath Township was 
drawn up and a grant for library services was shared with Beachburg and Cobden.  Interested people 
were appointed to the library board including the reeve or a representative each year.  In 1997, Mrs. 
Jessie Johnson retired as librarian after 22 years of service, replaced by Ina Bromley. 
 Changes, repairs, new shelves, windows, lighting were made as required.  A telephone was in-
stalled in 1988, a photocopy machine, cassettes or books on tape in 1990.  Andrea MacKay was librar-
ian 1995 – 97, succeeded by Marilyn Labow.  By this time the library needed extensive repairs and up-
keep.  In 1995 a new addition and renovations were made to Beachburg Public School and the library 
board, school board and village council decided to move the library into the new addition of the school.  
The location has since been improved with wheelchair accessibility and facilities, computers and 
books, shared with the school. 
 After amalgamation of the Township of Whitewater Region in 2001, libraries are still main-
tained in Beachburg, Cobden, and Forester’s Falls under one library board.  A representative from each 
library is on the board. 
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The Beachburg Medical Centre— Whitewater Bromley Community Health Centre (WBCHC) 
 
Medical Doctors in Beachburg 
 
Dr George Forbes was the first doctor to come to this area in 1865. He died in 1919. 
Dr G.W. Alexander arrived in 1903 -1948. He was active in the North Renfrew Agricultural Society 
and also the Medical Officer of Health for Westmeath township. 
Dr Barrie practised in the village and surrounding area from 1930’s-1940’s. 
Dr David Taylor practised here in the late 1950’s. 
Dr  Murtagh was here in the 1960’s. 
 
 As there were no medical doctors available in the area for several years, in the early ‘70s, the 
Lions Club took on the project to build a Medical Centre and recruit the services of a doctor.  Land was 
donated by the Village of Beachburg and the members of the Lion’s Club canvassed Beachburg and 
Westmeath Townships and the surrounding area for funds.  In 1974, a two storey brick building was 
constructed with an office area, waiting room, 
drug dispensing room, three patient rooms and a 
bathroom on the upper floor as well as the neces-
sary equipment.  The lower floor was for a dentist 
with office, waiting room, bathroom and patient 
rooms.  The Beachburg Medical Centre opened in 
1974.  In 1986, the building was expanded and x-
ray equipment was purchased.   
 Dr. Mark Jackson was the dentist for sev-
eral years until he moved to Cobden.  The first 
medical doctor was Dr. Pringle, followed by Drs. 
Mottiar, Woodfine, Willoughby, Galipeau, 
MacKenzie, McNeely, Jansen, O’Neil, 
Courchesne, Willis and Chan and the current doc-
tors, Davis and Daniels. 
 The Lion’s Club continues to support the medical centre and fund raising activities in the centre 
and community have provided improved equipment, a sterilizer, a medical emergency bag, computers, 
etc. 
 In 1999, members of the Beachburg community began exploring the possibility of establishing 
a health care centre in the area.  A proposal was sent to the Ministry of Health and the Whitewater 
Bromley Health Care Centre was approved and put on the list for immediate funding.  In May 1999, 
funding for a full time nurse practitioner was approved by the Ministry of Health, and Ms Bonnie John-
son was hired. 
 In 2001, the Whitewater Bromley Community Health Care Centre was incorporated and the 
proposal was sponsored by the North Lanark Community Health Centre, thus providing a structure to 
allow funding to begin.  David Shields was named the chair of the interim board of directors.  Plans 
were then developed to acquire a suitable property and coordinate programs.  Ms. Bonnie Johnson con-
tinued as nurse practitioner.  In addition to Dr’s Tom O’Neil and Donna Courchesne who worked part 
time in Beachburg, Dr. Chan came to the Whitewater Region to work four days a week in October 
2001. 
 In 2002, funding was received from the Ministry of Health for two nurse practitioners, 
one for Beachburg and one for the Cobden Resource Centre.  A grant was received from the Ontario 



Beachburg celebrates 175 Years (1835—2010) 

81 

Trillium Foundation of $56,000 which helped to renovate and equip the lower floor so that it could be 
used as a program area for different functions such as fitness and nutrition programs, a diabetic clinic 
and other health related programs.  These changes to the medical centre building were completed by 
2004.  A tree was planted in the front yard to commemorate this. 
 The Cobden Resource Centre was purchased as part of the Whitewater Bromley Community 
Health Centre, as a facility for the nurse practitioner, and for health care programs in the Cobden area.  
In November 2004, the Whitewater Bromley Health Care Centre was granted full status as a satellite of 
North Lanark Community Health Centre, and received a grant of $657,000 which meant more medical 
personnel could be hired – physicians, nurse practitioners, counselors and other staff, all of whom are 
paid a salary rather than a fee for services. 
 In March 2005, renovations were started to upgrade the health care centre to better accommo-
date the increased flow of patients, implement new programs and recruit new staff members.  The offi-
cial opening of the satellite offices of Whitewater Bromley Community Centres in Beachburg and Cob-
den took place in May 2005 to serve residents of Renfrew County. 
 Drs O’Neil, Courchesne and Chan have since left the Medical Centre and been replaced by Drs 
Davis, Daniels and Rheaume. 
 Nurse practitioners Heather Robertson and Tricia Mackay are current staff members. 
 Bonnie Johnson is now the Director of Health Services for Whitewater Bromley and Rainbow 
Valley. 

 

Country Haven Retirement Home 

 

 Country Haven Retirement Home is an important facility in the Community of Beachburg. lo-
cated at 1387 Beachburg Road. Dr. Galipeau, a doctor at Beachburg Medical Center had a vision of an 
extended care residency. Dr J.F Galipeau with partners, Ron Groskleg and Harold Johnson Jr. (Hal) 
and volunteers developed the project on 25 acres of rural land near Beachburg.  He had purchased the 
property from Nora Connelly. Little Lakes Estates as it became known officially opened in July 1990 
under Galvi-cor Tricare. There are three floors, the third, providing care for those requiring a secure 
environment, second, fairly 
independent residents and on 
lower floor 10 apartments. 62 
additional beds are available. 
A common room on Floor One 
provides space for activities. A 
T.V. room and sunroom on 
Floor 2 allows space for visit-
ing and socializing. At first 
Keith Johnson operated a 
Flower Shop but Ellen Mac-
Kay has had a Hair Salon for 
the past 20 years. At the entrance is a beautiful chapel dedicated to the memory of Susie Cameron. 
 On December 15, 1995, BMV Investments purchased the Home changing the name to Country 
Haven Retirement Home. Bob Legault of Orleans became the manager. On April 25, 2007 the Home 
was sold to Vista Hospitalities with General Manager Anil Verma M.A. MBA. and major renovations 
took place. All those years Tom Chaput had worked there. At present Tom is Administrator with nu-
merous duties, Kelly Kosnaskie, the head nurse, Margaret Ann Leach, Food Supervisor and Bonnie 
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McLaughlin, Housekeeping Supervisor. Short-term care, respite and convalescent care are all available. 
 The Home quickly became a “Nursing Home “ as well as “Retirement Home.” Many had no-
where else to go or required extra nursing care. A full time nurse was needed. It is comforting for some 
residents from this area who feel they are still within our Community. Visitors are  welcomed by sev-
eral acquaintances. Even those who arrive from a distance feel at home. It is obvious how compatible 
they seem caring for one another. 
 Wonderful community support helped in its progress. The Ladies’ Auxiliary held fundraisers to 
purchase furniture and extras for the residents to enjoy. They had bake sales, quilted quilts for outsiders 
for a fee, yard sales, used clothing sales and teas for everyone who wished to attend. The Auxiliary 
gave birthday and Christmas gifts to all residents. They helped at Home functions as well as look after 
the Library. 
 Volunteers within the Community organized and led programs to entertain. Continuing educa-
tion initiated under the Board of Education in the early 90’s led by Judy Shauer provided weekly pro-
grams. Readings, discussions, events of the past and present, quizzes, etc. aim to stimulate the minds of 
the residents as well as help to pass the time. Since 1997 Eleanor McLaughlin has continued the group 
at times numbering twelve and up. Bev York has carried on a “Devotional” session weekly. Marquerite 
Amyotte leads a craft group. “Molly’s Gang” has a successful project making “dogs” from yarn, which 
has been a great moneymaker. Various groups cater and entertain the residents for monthly birthday 
parties. Volunteer helpers guide people to the chapel for church services every week conducted by the 
local Ministerial Association. They really enjoy when musical groups volunteer entertainment. Every-
one loves to sing and tap their toes. The local Beachburg Horticultural Society has contributed greatly 
to the property. Many trees were planted, flowerbeds made and a vegetable garden provides fresh foods 
and some therapy for those who want to help. 
 The staff of Country Haven excels at hosting events to treat the residents. Weekly bingos pro-
vide fun and prizes of spending money. A “Coffee Hour” for enjoyment with music by Tom is a special 
time each week. Many residents participate in the “Diner’s Club” held monthly when the kitchen staff 
cater the most delicious meals and Tom sings with his guitar. Thankfully outsiders are welcomed too. 
The proceeds go towards necessities for the Home. Each year in August, there is a special highlight. 
Everyone with their families attend a wonderful afternoon of music and fun followed by a BBQ sup-
plied by the kitchen with volunteer helpers. They raise tents for comfort from the sun. A meaningful 
Memorial Service with families attending recognizes residents who pass away each year. The Activity 
Director Crystal Leach delights in finding a reason for a party- Valentines, Halloween, Christmas, etc. 
and delves into decorating for special occasions. The monthly Newsletter keeps all informed of coming 
events. Everyone helps to keep our local Retirement Home running smoothly. 
 
More Info: www.countryhavenretirementhome.com 
 

Written by Eleanor McLaughlin
    
                             
 

 

 

Beachburg Connection Band 
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Harness Racing at the Beachburg Fair 
Written by Eleanor McLaughlin 
 An attractive feature of entertainment at Beachburg Fair was harness racing. Years ago about 
the early forties, Toussant Cecile, a Pembroke resident was instrumental in establishing that event to be 
held only at the Beachburg Fair. He also acted as official starter. Among the gentleman who partici-
pated were Bill Conley, James J. Bennie, Leo Christmas, Herman Werle, Denzil Rollins, Allan 
Watchorn and Eric Conley. Details of the organization of the event are sketchy. How the races were 
announced, who operated the starting gate and answers to other questions are unknown. As a small girl 
I remember the enthusiastic spectators. Before long the races were discontinued. 
 In the early eighties, some local horse-loving farmers took up the challenge of rejuvenating har-
ness racing as entertainment for Thursday night at the Beachburg Fair in July. Believe it or not, some 
of the horses were taken from the pasture a week before the Fair and jogged around the track for sev-
eral days. Allan Watchorn, Stewart Johnson, Archie Robertson, and Marvin McLaughlin were the or-
ganizers. Detailed planning was essential. Marvin, as chairman enticed his horse friends to help create 
competition. Bill MacMillan from Arnprior, Walter Johnson from Vars, Ray Thompson from More-
wood, John Hayes and others became regulars. In 1985, The Village of Beachburg presented beautiful 
trophies to Marvin, Stewart and Archie for Supporting and Encouraging Horse Racing at the 
Beachburg Fair. In 1990, the North Renfrew Agricultural Society presented a plaque to Marvin to ac-
knowledge and appreciate the time and effort spent in reviving the Ottawa Valley tradition of Horse 
Racing at the Beachburg Fair. The efforts of these men were greatly appreciated for providing enter-
tainment to the public. 
 The week before the fair those men ate and slept with horses on their minds. The track required 
extensive preparation. Lindsay Price, an employee of the Township of Westmeath graded with preci-
sion. Bill MacMillan who owned a gravel business trucked stone dust to be added for a good surface. 
Local donors volunteered blankets for prizes. The whole neighbourhood seemed so keen. Coolers had 
to be ordered a month 
ahead to allow time for 
stitching which was 
completed by a lady in 
Ottawa. Cost was calcu-
lated by the number of 
letters pricing from forty 
to one hundred dollars. 
Hector Clouthier, Ralph 
Roloff, Log & Lantern, 
Ja .Ar Simmentals , 
McKay Gas Bar, Village 
of Beachburg, Haw-
thorne Enterprises, 
Keith Bennett Farms, 
and Craig Robertson 
were some supporters of 
the Horse Racing Com-
mittee. Trophies must be 
purchased and engraved. The Committee and Fair Board agreed on prize money. Each race paid out 
one hundred dollars, first fifty, second thirty and third twenty. The men certainly did not rely on big 
money but the enjoyment and achievement. Some people even suspected the races were fixed. Imagine 

Trophies are presented: L. To R.: Archie Robertson, Keith Bennett,  
Marvin McLaughlin,  Archie Robertson with M.C. Art Jamieson 



Beachburg celebrates 175 Years (1835—2010) 

89 

that! 
 Safety was a great concern. The previous night snow fence donated by the Township was 
trucked into the grounds and erected by many workers around the strategic areas to keep back the 
crowd. Volunteer guards were assigned to unique crossing spots. Preparation for any unexpected occur-
rence was necessary. 
 Racing day began early with horse trailers moving in around noon. Managers often experienced 
confusion. Had bedding been supplied in the stables? Was there room for all the harness and equip-
ment? Beachburg Village must be on hand to water the track when it grew dusty. Too many jobs were 
evident during the final stages. Hopefully the weatherman would cooperate for the evening to alleviate 
further tribulations. 
 “The horses are on the track!” It was six thirty. Art Jamieson, the emcee called for each heat. 
Four horses ran in each of the eight heats. Garry McLaughlin drove Bill’s truck leading the horses be-
hind the starting gate. With his booming voice, over the loud speaker, Art described the action to hold 
the ebullience of the large crowd as the horses rounded the track to the finish line. His humour and an-
tics kept the crowd entertained between races. Even though he shouted warnings to stay off the track, 
dauntless wanderers continued to cross at dangerous times and places. One elderly man was nicked by 
the starting gate and needed medical attention. Why would spectators not be more cautious and aware 
of the risks around horses running so quickly? How fast? Multicoloured Bird owned by Bert May and 
driven by Bill MacMillan whipped around the track in one minute and eighteen seconds. Who could 
stand a chance against that speed? 
 Feature races were held at various times. In 1992, a Memorial Race in memory of Allan 
Watchorn, an avid participant was held. Proud and happy Archie Robertson won the Allan Memorial 
Trophy with his horse Pearls Lady driven by Bill MacMillan doing the best track time. Allan’s son 
Andy presented the trophy with media present. In 1992 Scooterama, owned by Marvin and driven by 
Bill won the race and the cooler donated by Keith Bennett Farms. By this time Marvin, the organizer 
had failing health and was confined to watch his passionate aspiration from his truck. Powder Puff 
races with lady drivers were a highlight. Vicki Kopetoske from Arnprior, Dorothy Rankin from More-
wood and Christine Hayes displayed their driving skills. 
 Who knows what format the celebrations took back in the early years? In the nineties, the sta-
bles were a sight to behold. It has been rumoured that winners were determined ahead of time but that’s 
speculation. What a charge as drivers changed harness, sulkies and drivers! Participants, workers and 
interested spectators swarmed around in a hullabaloo. Was there illegal betting? No one confessed but 
that is a secret to this day. 
 Following the races, much boasting, excuses and laughter filled the barn. Since many had no 
time for supper, dining hall workers delivered sandwiches and cake, soon devoured with appreciation. 
What camaraderie during the night! Stories, jokes refreshments and music continued till the small 
hours of the next morning. Who worried? Surprisingly nothing interfered with the festivities. Several 
racing families planned to sleep overnight with their horses. Emcee Art helped to entertain with his gui-
tar and songs. Without a doubt, it was certain those out-of town people would return each year, likely 
with some friends. 
 Though the public enjoyed harness racing, it was discontinued in 1996. Many factors contrib-
uted to that decision. Unfortunately committee members as well as their horses aged. Insurance rates 
increased drastically. The risks outweighed the benefits and other attractions took precedence. Specta-
tors of this generation seem to relish musical entertainment, Demolition Derbies, Truck Pulls and so-
cializing in the Bavarian Garden. However, our residents and visitors from far and wide have many 
cherished memories of those years of pleasure and excitement watching the Harness Racing at the 
Beachburg Fair. 
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These pictures on the following pages are a representation of the wide sports life in 

Beachburg.  More pictures will be on display July 24th. 

1952 League Champions (OVBA): 
George Stevenson, Bob Hopper, Hartley 
Severin, Vern Price, Henry Metcalfe, Harold 
Pettigrew, Father H. J. Maika, Ray Bell, J.R. 
Barr (assistant manager) 
Eric Weedmark, Al Collins, Don Lebeau, 
Fred Price 
Mascot is Bob Burnett 

L. to R. Back Row: Harry Curry, David Crozier, Barry Robinson, Lyle Dupuis, 
Tommy Mainprize, Grant Somerville, Jack Bennett, Mark Fraser, 
L. to R. Front: Neil Briscoe (coach), Stuart Briscoe, David Fletcher, Peter McLaren, 
Doug Grylls, Jim Wood, Robin Angus, Larry Mick (coach), Wade Patterson 
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Baseball Team- Circa early 1920’s 
Back Row: L. To R. Beverley White, Asa Stevenson, Roy Kenny, Donald MacLean, Bill 
Kenny 
Middle Row: Ronald MacLean, Arthur ‘Fan’ Weedmark, D. Robinson, Earl Johnston 
 In front: Earl Beauprie (coach) and John T. Collins (manager) 
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L. to R. 
Brian Byce, Kevin Kinnear, Coach Barry Stephen, Gerald Robinson, Don Shields, Coach 
Murray Brown, Hugh Martin, Scott Vandekemp, Coach Dave Lavallee, Karl Buchanan 
Front Row: David Smithers, Kevin Campbell, Roger Martin, Scott Bell, Todd Bulmer, David 
Stephens, Jack Lavallee 

L. to R. Back row: Blair 
Collins, Murray Lavallee
(coach) Mike Vereyken, Law-
rence Regier, Steven Kinslow, 
Ross England, ?_ 
Front Row: John Vereyken, 
Shawn McLeese, Scotty John-
son, Leonard Moore, Kemmel 
Graham 
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1981 Midget Champions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L. to R. 
Back: Delmar Lavallee (coach), Trevor Johnson, Bruce Wright , Larry Lavallee, 
Roland Kennedy, David Johnson, Robin Burske, Kevin Johnson 
Front: Ron Hoffman, Allan Robinson, Mark Stevenson, Robert Kennedy, Robert Regier, 
Paul Burskey 

Back Row: L to R.Coach Lloyd McBride, Tim McBride, Jeff McLaughlin, Dwayne Hawthorne, Jamie 
McLelland, ??, Coach Ron Lowe 
Front Row: Andrew Kenny, Robert Lowe, Hugh Byce, Jodie Hammel, Edward Davies 
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Figure skating 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L. to R. 
Back row: Celeste O’Meara, Christine Moore, ?, ? Karen Vereyken 
 Front Row: Lisa Stevenson, Trudy Anderson, Pam Van Straten, ?, 
 Laurie Campbell 
Kneeling: Braden O’Meara and Mark Stevenson 

L. to R. 
Back Row: ? Kevin Campbell, Trevor O’Meara, David Stephen, Rob Lowe 
Front Row: Cindy Price, Juanita Behnke, Laurie Stephen, Peggy McLeese, 
Chrystal  Mackay, Julie Moore, Tammy Robertson 
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L. to R. 
Back Row: Doug Kenny, Ron Hawthorne, Randy Price, Bill Burnett, John Deboer, Robert  
Brown, Ronald Burnett, Douglas Weedmark, Brian Cotnam 
Front: Eric Weedmark, David Shields, Eric Price, Murray brown, Brian Davidson, Keith 
Brown, Mervin Dougherty, Vernie Price 

L. to R. Seated: 

Grant Robert-

son, David 

Shields, Murray 

Brown, Keith 

Brown, Mervin 

Dougherty, Vern 

Price, Alex Price 

L. to R. Standing: 

Doug Kenny, 

Ron Hawthorne, 

Randy Price, Bill 

Burnett, Bob 

Brown, Ron 

Gamble, Ron 

Burnett, Doug 
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Ringette 
Back row: Murray Brown (coach), Amber Curtis, ?    ? Melanie Brown, Monica Mathews, 
Melanie Bennett, Laura Kenney, Tracey Hawthorne, Tara Campbell, Donnie Mathews (coach). 
Front row: ?  Katie Robinson, Amanda Cassista, ? Dawn Cassista, Stacey Groves, Melissa Olm-
steadt.  

Back row: Murray Brown (coach),  ?  Melissa Olmsteadt, Laura Kenney, Melanie Mathews,  ?   
Monica Mathews,  ?   Linda Cassista (coach). 
Front row: Amanda Cassista, Tina Collins, Stacey Groves,  ?   ? 
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Back Row: L to R—Coach Allen Robinson, Mary Ann Vereyken, Carolyn Powers, Sheila Johnson, 
Laurie Lavallee, Cathy Vereyken, Coach Mr. Schimmens 
Middle Row: Pamela Schimmens, Laura Briscoe, Mela Melnik, Leslie Graham, Sheila Coleman, 
Susan Curry, Coach Michael Bradbury 
Front Row: Annette Regier, Nora Johnson, Susan Bradbury, Penny Graham 

Soccer Team 
L. to R. Back Row: Allan Groves (coach) Andelene Yakabushie, Jane 
Behnke, Stacey Groves, Andrea Hawthorne, Tracy Ayers, Dawn Cassista, 
Melissa Lessard, Michelle Cassissta (coach) 
Front Row: Sam, Nathan Doughtery, ?  Matthew Brennan 
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Majorettes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row: Carolyn Dougherty, Lynne Werle, Isobel Hawthorne, Pam Johnson, 
Susan Johnson 
Second Row:Elaine Kenny, Cairine Teske, Colleen Dougherty, Heather Metcalfe, Bonnie 
Buchanan, Margo Maclellan 
Third Row: Linda White, Marlene Chevalier, Diane Comrie, Eleanor Burnett, 
 Marg Doughtery, Pat Price, Grace Beach 
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Ringette 1987- 88: 

Back row: Patricia Stephen, Sheila Whitfield, Tina Leblanc, Heather Lyons, Kim 
Lavallee, Cheryl Stephen, Crystal Mackay, Lyall Langlois (coach). 
Front row: Lisa Lavallee, Billy (Jacqueline) Riddell, Sherri Hawthorne, Angie Werle, 
Tricia Mackay. 

Disowned at Hockey 

Frank Campbell tells this story: 

I met my friend, Neil Briscoe and my brother-in-law at a  Peterborough Pete’s 

game  at the Peterborough arena. We were sitting among a group of senior la-

dies with knitted tams, noise makers and flags. I started cheering for the visiting 

team from Oshawa and making remarks about the Pete’s players. I had the la-

dies very annoyed  by the end of the period. Then I went out for a smoke. 

My brother- in- law turned to Neil and said 

“Hello I am Allyn Gunter. Who is your friend”? 

Neil replied 

“My God I thought he was with you!” 

 

 Note: 

One of the kids from Oshawa was named Eric Lindros 
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Whitewater Martial Arts 

 

Whitewater Martial Arts was started in 2000 by Sensei Chris Smerdon with classes being held in the 
gymnasium of Beachburg Public School.  Eventually, the former Davidson /Kay Wilson house was 
purchased and renovated and expanded to include facilities for a dojo, change rooms and offices.  The 
opening of the new dojo took place in 2004.  Members include youths and adults from Beachburg, 
Westmeath, LaPasse, Cobden, Pembroke, and Petawawa.  They train in Okinawa, Goyce Ryce, Karate, 
Aiki Jujuitsei and give demonstrations at local fairs and events. Unfortunately as of March this year, 
2010, after operating for 10 years Chris and Anne Smerdon are retiring. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructors and Martial Arts Graduates of March 2010 
L. to R. Back Row: Nathan Blok, Ernest Thomas, Kim McLaughlin, Sarah Brom-
ley, Ryan Knechtel, Phil Gervais 
Front: Sensei Chris Smerdon, Lana Gervais, Kelsey McLaughlin, Justin Gervais, 
Sempai Wanda Gagnon, Sempai Anne Smerdon 
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Beachburg Gun Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellow Members Display Their Trophies: 
L. to R.: Dan Buchanan (looking on), George Bennett, Simon De Boer, Neil 
Briscoe, Al Scobie, Ken Davidson 

Neil Briscoe and Wally  
Buchanan 
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Anderson/Johnson Family History: 
Information submitted by Alvin Anderson. Numbers indicate generations.  
Written by Grace Stephen 

*Horace Anderson and Annie Johnson: local family roots and many descendents. 
 
1 Daniel Morse Anderson married Mary Jane Weldon from the Westmeath area in 1873. Daniel’s 
family had come originally from Scotland, then journeyed up from New York state as a United Empire 
Loyalists. Daniel built several homes in the village. They had seven children, one, Horace, who re-
mained in Beachburg. 
*2 Horace was born in 1884 and married Annie Johnson of Beachburg. Horace was a house framer 
and stone mason and Annie was secretary of the North Renfrew Agricultural Society for twenty one 
years. Their children are Murray, Alvin and Elsie 
3 Murray married Joyce Curry. Murray has been a licensed electrician and plumber for many years. 
He is best know for his talent in repairing pumps and has saved the day for countless farmers over the 
years who often desperately needed his expertise to get their water systems going and their cattle wa-
tered. Their five children are Curry, Barry, Ruth, Margaret, Ray. They have enjoyed many grandchil-
dren. Joyce passed away in 2009. 
3 Alvin married Mamie Lavallee, their children being Trudy, Vicky, and Daniel John. 
Alvin is best known for his greenhouses in which he has grown delicious early tomatoes and vegetables 
for sale each spring. This was his retirement project after retiring from eighteen years at AECL. Mamie 
passed away in 2006. 
3 Elsie married Dim Wittekoek of Beachburg now reside in Peterborough and they have raised two 
boys, Billy and Ricky. 
 
 
 
1 Sam Johnson came originally from England. 
2  John Johnson, his son, married Elsa Clippa in 1885. Their family of seven were Harold, Alvin, 
Percy, Ethel, Annie, Hillard, and Roy. Except for Harold who married Fannie Simpson and later moved 
to Thessalon, the rest of the children married and settled within the area. 
 3 Alvin married Elsie Griese and Alvin became the post master in Beachburg for many years as well 
as operating Johnson’s Grocery Store. Their children were Nora, Jack, Phyllis and Jean. 
4 Jack married Vera Wulff. He followed his father as store owner and post master in the village. Jack 
was active in the Masons, a charter member of the Beachburg Lions Club, School Board Member, and 
village councillor. Vera was a Beachburg Council Clerk Treasurer, member of Council as well as a 
leader and teacher for Girl Guides, Brownies, Majorettes, Figure Skating.  For many years she organ-
ized an extensive winter carnival which included designing costumes, choreographing and producing a 
complete figure skating review. Their children are Susan, Pam, Bud and Scott. 
3 Percy married Ella Dougherty. They had seven children, Bernice, Jimmy, Gerald, Glen and Gwen 
(twins), Marion and Bob. 
3 Ethel married Clifford Jackson their children being Helen, Erroll and Sherwood. 
3 Annie married Horace Anderson their children are Murray, Alvin and Elsie. 
3 Hillard married Jessie Johnson. They had one daughter Elaine, her children being Blair, Rodney, 
and Dara. Blair married Lynn Farnel and they reside in Beachburg. 
3 Roy married Marguerite McLean. Their children Allan, Isobel, June and Patricia are listed in the 
McLean family history. 
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The Beach “in Beachburg” Family History 
 

Information submitted by Grace (Beach) Stephen, Kaye Beach and Ann Thomson 
Numbers indicate generations.  
  

The Beach family’s recorded history begins around 1638 when John Beach from England arrived in 
New Haven Connecticut. Directly descended from John Beach in the 4th generation is David Beach 
designated as “Pioneer David”.  
1 Pioneer David Beach born in Morris County New Jersey 1761. By 1795 David was married to 
Phoebe Daniels and living with his family of 8 children on a farm near Plattsburg New York. Between 
1800 and 1802 Pioneer David moved to South Gower where he acquired 200 acres on Lot 8 in the 
south concession. Of his eight children, David Beach born in 1790 , 4th child of Pioneer David, was 
the adventurer who found his way to the spot which grew to be the village of Beachburg. 
2 About 1815 David married Sarah Luke of South Gower Township where 11 of their 12 children 
were born, their twelfth child being born in Beachburg. David farmed in South Gower and also became 
a teamster driving freight wagons to lumber camps up the Ottawa River. He and his eldest son Abel 
journeyed up the Ottawa Valley exploring and searching for new land. At the present day location of 
the Anglican church, he found the ideal site, acquired 1000 acres of land and built a log cabin. Using 
the stream running beside his house, as a source of water power he could establish his saw and grist 
mill. David and his children built several places of business in the hamlet and David became the first 
post master holding the position until 1859, two probable reasons why the village was named 
Beachburg. Of the large family of David and Sarah, Abel and Joseph settled here. Abel became a mag-
istrate and Joseph worked part of the homestead. Three of David’s daughters married into the families 
of the original settlers –Hannah married Andrew Condie, Sarah Beach married Alexander Stewart, and 
Caroline married Robert Lavender who owned a carriage and wagon shop. 
 Joseph was the eleventh child, of David and Sarah, born in South Gower in1834. 
 3  Joseph married Annie Shiach and they raised their family in Beachburg, Joseph being a farmer 
and a carpenter. Of their family of 10 children, Mahlon, Joseph, and William lived or returned to the 
Beachburg area. 
 4 Mahlon Wesley Beach born in 1859 married Margaret Jackson of Lake Dore. They had four chil-
dren, Irene, Earl, Lennox, and Annie. 
5 Earl Jackson Beach married Ada Lois Johnston of Winchester On in 1922 and they lived in 
Beachburg in the house on Main Street which now is “The Paddlers Inn”. They had one son Robert. 
6 Robert Earl Wesley Beach born 1923 married Catherine (Kaye) Crothers of Detroit Michigan. He 
died in 1996; his wife Kaye now resides in Beachburg, their family consisting of five children, Patricia, 
David, Cheryl, Sandra and John, eight grandchildren and one great grandchild. 
4 James Albert (Bert) born 1867 fourth born child of Joseph and Annie, took over the homestead 
farm and  he married Emma Catherine Jackson of Lake Dore, daughter of John and Elizabeth (Warren) 
Jackson and sister of Margaret Jackson who married Mahlon as already described. Five children were 
born to Bert and Emma – Hazel, Vera, Elizabeth, Joseph and Doris. 
5 Joseph Wesley Beach, was  born in 1903, and in 1940 he married Rhoda Catherine Fuller of St 
Marys  Ontario who came to Beachburg as a teacher in the Continuation School. They lived and 
farmed on the homestead at the end of Hume St. They had one daughter Grace Catherine. 
6 Grace Catherine Beach was born in 1943 and married Barry Stephen of St Marys Ontario in 1966. 
They moved to Beachburg in 1969, Barry teaching at Renfrew Collegiate and Grace part time teaching. 
They have four children David, Laurie, Cheryl, and Patricia, and have seven grandchildren. 
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4 William Herbert Beach, born 1875 in Beachburg was the eighth child of Joseph and Annie. In 
1908 he married Alfaretta Allen of Stokes NY. They lived for a time in Kenora, then returned to 
Beachburg where Willy took over the furniture store and funeral home. This business was subsequently 
sold to William and Esther Reynolds. 
Their two children were Eleanor and Marion, who both became teachers. 
5 Eleanor married Millar Thomson and they raised three children Ann, Nancy and Bill in Pembroke 
where Millar taught at Pembroke Collegiate for many years. 
 Another branch of the Beach family who vacations on our shore just outside Beachburg relates 
back to Benjamin Beach, a brother of David Beach founder of 
Beachburg.  Rev Hector Beach and his wife Annie May Kyle (married 1918) came every summer 
from the Frankford area to their cottage. 
 Their son Dr John Beach and his wife Ruth (married 1943) also built a cottage and now their chil-
dren Eleanor, John, Anne and David come with their families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Beach Family  

takes great pride in celebrating with the village of 
Beachburg on its 175th Anniversary! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beach Homestead 
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Descendants of David Beach (founder) and Sarah Luke married 1815 

11th child Joseph 1834-1888 married Annie Shiach 

4th child James Albert 1867-1953 married Emma Jackson 

4th child Joseph Wesley 1903-1995 married Rhoda Fuller 

1st child Grace Catherine 1943-     married Barry Stephen 

Children: David, Laurie, Cheryl, Patricia 

Grandchildren: Kristin, Courtney, Alexa, Ryan, Tyler. Jayden. 

 

 

 

 

:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Albert (Bertie) and Emma Beach Joseph and Rhoda Beach 

Barry and Grace (Beach) 
Stephen. 

Family of Grace and Barry:  
Back L-R Corey Gardner Patricia Stephen Grace Stephen, 
Laurie Buchanan, Barry Stephen Will Stilwell. 
Front- Mario Gaulin, David Stephen, Cheryl Stilwell, Kris-
tin Buchanan, Courtney Buchanan, Karl Buchanan. 
Children: Jayden Gardner, Alexa Buchanan, Tyler Stilwell, 
Ryan Stilwell.  
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Beauprie Family in Beachburg  

Information and pictures submitted by Dr. Donald Beauprie of Deep River  

Numbers indicate generations 
  
The Beauprie name is associated with the early settlement of Beachburg. The family history begins 
with the arrival of Joseph Beauprè who first came to the Lapasse area. Some pioneers travelled up the 
Ottawa River on the far side of Calumet Island to avoid the Roche Fendu rapids, thus establishing a 
tiny hamlet at Gower Point (Lapasse) early name being “Lapasse des outardes” referring to flocks of 
geese passing overhead. 
The Anglicisation of the name Beauprè to Beauprie was a result of conversion to Protestantism from 
the Roman Catholic religion. Many Protestant settlers moved into the adjoining communities and inter-
mingled, while others remained loyal to the Roman Catholic faith. This occurred also in names like 
Condè to Condie, or Therriault to Tario to mention just a few. 
Joseph Beauprè’s ancestors came originally from Normandie.  Joseph lived in St Jacque LAchigan 
Quebec, and then Aylmer Quebec. 
1 Joseph married Ellen Kief from Ireland, her name originally being Helen O’Keefe, and they even-
tually settled in the area of the Glen in Beachburg on the farm that later became the farm of Wm 
Headrick and later again was owned by Harris Schroeder. They had seven children, William, Julienne, 
John, Martin, Sylvester, Joseph and Mary. 

Emma and John Beauprie in their Beachburg kitchen:  John, using a spoke shave tool,  is  
generating  shavings for fire starters . Emma appears to be “tatting” or crocheting. 
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2 Their third child John Beauprie (1852-

1934) married Margaret Emma Wright 
(1856-  1936)  daughter of Sam Wright.  John 
was a farmer, served on the public school 
board, and acted as bailiff and constable. 
They built a house about 1891and lived 
where Ralph and Claire Martin now live. 
They were married 54 years. Both John and 
Emma were highly regarded for their contri-
butions to the community and to St Andrew’s 
United Church. When John died in 1934, he 
was Beachburg’s oldest native born resident. 
Their family of six were Alma, Edna, James 
Findlay, Ruby Boyd, Stewart Earl and Len-
nox. 
Beauprie’s store was built in the early 20’s 
for Stewart, SE Beauprie, near the railway tracks 
where the present day Cenotaph is located. In the early 
days the Beachburg Road came to a right angle at the 
tracks and within the right angle was the two story 
building with living quarters above the store. It burned in 1928 and sometime after that the road was 
curved to the right. 
 3 Alma married John Condie 1901. He was known as “Johnnie on the hill” to distinguish him from 
another John Condie and they farmed in Beachburg raising children Gladys, Vera, Kathleen, James, 
and Leona. 
3 Lennox Wright Beauprie married Hazel Ruth Howell 1925. He became a teacher in Ottawa and 
Montreal. Their children were William Roger and Donald John. 
4 Donald who married Jean MacGregor in 1960 is a retired dentist in Deep River. Their children are 

Roderick, Ian and Laura. 
 
1 Joseph Beauprè died in 1860. His widow Ellen Kief married Malcolm Condie whose family was 
among the first settlers in Beachburg. Their children are Malcolm, who stayed in Beachburg, Anne 
who died young and Christina who moved to Chicago and married Charles English. 
 

Edited by Grace Stephen 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

The Beauprie House in 1933, now owned by 

Claire and Ralph Martin  

Maimie Wright, Jack Cockburn, Eva Dunn 

and Ruby Beauprie 

Beachburg Fair 1912—1914 ? 
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Brown Family History 

Information provided by Barbara Hare. Numbers indicate generations  
  
A United Empire Loyalist who immigrated to Canada and settled just outside Beachburg was David 
Brown, born in the United States in 1805. 
1 David married Ann, an Irish immigrant, in 1834  moving then to what is known as the Dunn farm 
one mile north of the village of Westmeath. Some time later he purchased 600 acres of land from the 
Crown and took up residence two miles west of Beachburg. He was the first settler in that part of the 
township and is credited with being the man responsible for blazing the trail from Beachburg to Pem-
broke. 

 He built a large dwelling (15 rooms plus) and operated a “stopping place” complete with horse 
stables and meals. Farmers travelling north with grain and hay for lumber camps were his main cus-
tomers. Six children were born to David and Ann between 1835 and 1846; Patty, David, John, Ester, 
Ann, and Augustus. 
In 1867 David Brown divided his land between his two sons John and Augustus. 
2 Augustus Brown, born 1846, married Caroline McLelland. She died in the birth of their second 
child. His second wife was Frances Lebeau and they had nine children, Darius, Harris, Minerva, 
Hattie, Delhia, John, Roxie, Kathleen, Sanford. 
 Augustus carried on with the stopping place, farmed and went lumbering. He is famous for the 
great accomplishment of building the Marchand Bridge in Fort Coulonge, having cut the timbers for 
the bridge from the Glen near Beachburg, just below the Brown farm. Augustus also built the Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Beachburg Fair grounds in 1897. It was destroyed by fire in 1931 but rebuilt by his son 
Harris who was president of the Agricultural Society at the time. Augustus was president of the North 
Renfrew Agricultural Society in 1904 when Beachburg won the $1000 prize of a new office building 
for the best Fair in Eastern Ontario. 

Brothers Earl, Vernard, and Basil Brown 
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 Harris Brown at age 18 won the distinction of wining first place and thus a trip to Ottawa to the 
Provincial Ploughing Match in 1900 at the JR Booth farm, next to the experimental farm. Harris 
shipped his horses to Ottawa by boxcar on the train for the Ploughing Match, quite a challenge for 
1900! He came 5th in the Ontario championship and won best matched team in the junior division. The 
plough used for this event in now displayed in the Ross Museum. 
3 In 1908 Harris married Ethel Lyttle. Harris worked hard for community causes. In 1911 the first 
rural telephone was installed at the Brown farm and in 1938 he became the first subscriber in the 
neighbourhood for hydro. He was president of the North Renfrew Agricultural Society for five years 
during which time he led the campaign to rebuild the Exhibition Hall after the fire. The building 
erected is still in use today. He was a talented carpenter and worked at Barr’s Sash and Door Shop after 
retiring from farming. Their children were Vernard, Basil and Earl. 
 
4 Vernard married Lepha Young in 1946, children being Barbara. Lance, and Garry. 
Vernard farmed the family homestead and later worked off the farm at Camp Petawawa as a licensed 
electrician for many years. Lepha still resides in the house they built on part of the original homestead. 
5 Barbara married Bob Hare and lives in Woodlawn having raised Jeffrey, and twins Trudy and 
Melissa. 
5 Lance married Faye Corah, lives in Vauxhall Alberta; children are Devin and Riley. 
5 Garry married Gwen Rathwell; children are Karla and Cory. 
 
4 Basil married Anna Warren;  Basil was an licensed electrician and also was General Manager of 
North Renfrew Telephone for many years. Anna taught for some years at Beachburg Public School. 
They lived on the corner of Main and Smith St raising their family of three, Warren, Katherine and Ida. 
5 Catherine married  Carl Walker ; children are Christie, Rhonda, and Lanny. 
5 Ida married Edward Gardiner; children are Anne and James. 
 
4 Earl married Verlie Conners children were Keith and Bob. Earl was also a licensed electrician who 
operated his own shop on the corner of Main and Smith Street and lived in the former Sandy McLean 
house. He owned one of the first televisions in Beachburg and it was not uncommon to see a gathering 
in his shop on Friday night to watch boxing. 
5 Keith married Elizabeth Berey. They live in Beachburg and Keith in true family tradition is a li-
censed electrician. Their children are Nicole and Danielle. 
5 Bob married Jennie Foster, daughter of Ed and Jean Foster who at one time owned Foster’s grocery 
store in Beachburg. Children are Curtis and Stephen and they reside in Ottawa. 
Edited by Grace Stephen 

 

 

 

 

 

Ed and Jean Foster with Jennie and 

friends, in front of Foster’s Store. 
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The Buchanan Family 

Information submitted by Yvonne Buchanan 
Sands, Larry Buchanan and Bonnie Fynn. 
Numbers indicate generations. 
 
To begin the history of this branch of the 
Buchanan family we learned that 
1 John Buchanan married Katharine 
McKenzie. Having emigrated from Scot-
land, about 1836, they landed at Ramsay 
near Braeside and came  up to this area set-
tling on the farm on Grant Settlement Rd 
(formerly the River Rd) now owned by 
Leander Bowman. 
John who had formerly been a lawyer, gath-
ered together those settlers within a two 
mile radius to build a school. It was built on 
Brady’s Point, a point of land jutting out 
into the river from Lot 27…about the pre-
sent location of Versil Hawthorne’s cottage. 
Each family paid a fee and John Buchanan 
became the first teacher.  In the same vicin-
ity, the island which is currently owned by 
Bryson Buchanan was once part of the Bu-
chanan farm before the building of the damns which flooded that area. The children from the union of 
John and Katharine were James, Peter, John, Timothy, and Elizabeth. 
2 Son James married Julia Major and their children were James, David, Agnes, William, Mae and 
Baden. They lived in the village of Beachburg. 
3 David married Lucy Cordelia Carnegie. They farmed on the homestead farm, raising three chil-
dren Audrey, Elva and Jean. 
3 James Wallace (Jimmie) 1887-1986 married Mary Hazel Carnegie 
(1894-1969) sister of Lucy. They bought the farm which was later owned by 
Ellard and Gladys Powers. Their children were 
Wallace, Orma, Bryson, and Yvonne. Jimmie 
and Hazel later retired to Beachburg to the 
Carnegie house with the quonset garage. 
4 Wallace (Wally) married Geraldine Yach 
in 1950. They raised their family in 
Beachburg, Larry, Joan, Danny, James 
(Jimmy) and Karl. Wally owned and operated 
the ‘Buchanan’s Sand and Gravel’ business 
which has been passed on to his son Danny. 
Larry married Judy Cahill in 1978; children 

Family Men on the lawn of Jim and/Hazel Buchanan's farm - 

about 1938 

L. to R.: William (Bill) Buchanan), William (Billy) Maclnnerny

(son of Mae Buchanan and  Walter Maclnnerny, living in De-

troit, Michigan, USA), David Buchanan, Wallace Woods Bu-

chanan  (son of Jim and Hazel), James Wallace Buchanan 

(Jim), Gordon Buchanan (son of William (Bill) Buchanan, 

 Baden Buchanan, Bryson Timothy Buchanan (son of Jim and 

Hazel), Gerald Gervais  (husband of Audrey Buchanan, daugh-

ter of David and Delia Buchanan) 

Wedding of Mary Hazel Car-

negie to James Wallace Bu-

chanan 

Nov. 15, 1916 

(Parents of Wallace, Orma 

Joy, Bryson , Yvonne) 
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Rebecca, Jennifer, Mat-
thew. 
Joan married David Gal-
lagher 1954; children 
John, Stephanie, and 
MacKenzie 
Danny married Beverly 
Price 1982; children 
Dana and Mackenzie. 
Jimmy married Susanne White; children Shanna, and Christopher. 
Karl married Laurie Stephen 1992; children Kristin, Courtney and Alexa. 
4 Orma married Bill Mowat and they had one daughter Heather 
4 Bryson married Shirley Howard. Their one daughter Bonnie married Murray Fynn –children are 
Kim and Stacy. 
4 Yvonne married George Stevenson and they had twins Rae, and Kaye. George died in 1960. 
Yvonne married in 1970 to Charles Sands who adopted the girls. They enjoy two grandchildren, 
Isaac and Emma. 
 
 To include a story or two from days of yore… Jimmie and Hazel Buchanan were very involved 
in exhibiting at Beachburg Fair. Jimmie showed Aberdeen Angus cattle and Hazel won most points for 
a significant number of years for her exhibits of preserves, pickles, baking, flowers and needlework. 
Yvonne remembers her Mom spending most of the night before exhibits had to be entered, baking muf-
fins, cakes, cookies and pies in an oven fired stove. The story also goes that one Fair morning Bryson 
took his Mom and her exhibits to the Fair for judging. Instead of returning home he detoured to Lebar-
ron’s restaurant for a coke. He teased the waitress which resulted in her chasing him with a pail of wa-

BUCHANAN FAMILY: (approx. 1938) at the farm of Jim and Hazel Buchanan 

Sitting on top of the car: Elva Buchanan and Orma Joy Buchanan 

L. to R. – Agnes, Jean, David Buchanan,  Billy MacInnerny 

Yvonne Buchanan (in front of Billy), Bryson Buchanan, Jim Buchanan, Gordon Bu-

chanan, 

 Audrey (Buchanan) Gervais, Delia  and Hazel Buchanan 

Sitting: Billy and Wallace Buchanan, Gerald Gervais 
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ter. Bryson jumped into the car, a new 1939 Pontiac, but in his hasty retreat he backed into a post doing 
extensive damage to the rear bumper and trunk. To escape the possible ire of his Dad, he and his friend 
JR Barr jumped a train and went west to join the harvest excursion. By the time he returned home sev-
eral months later, the damage was repaired and he was welcomed back with open arms. 
 Brother Wallace was always interested in flying airplanes and owned his own plane for many 
years. One story goes that as a young lad Wally decided to try out his own parachute design. He at-
tached the parachute to the cat, climbed to the highest point of the barn roof and released the cat --- 
which floated to the ground. However, having landed, the terrified cat sped off to parts unknown, drag-
ging the parachute behind.  Wally’s experiment did work but the parachute prototype was lost in the 
process. Many more escapades could be recounted of the resourceful Buchanan family but time and 
space do not permit. Sounds as though life was never dull around any of the Buchanan households! 
 
 
Edited by Grace Stephen 
 

 
 

 

 

1930 or 32—Bryson Buchanan with dog harness hitched up to “The Gobbler” 
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The Collins Family 

Information submitted by Verla (Collins) Robinson.  

Numbers indicate generations.  

 
Three Collins brothers Thomas, John and William came to Canada from Ireland in 1840. 
1 Thomas Collins and his wife Eliza Smith were our great, great grandparents. They settled in Smith 
Falls first later moving to this area to what is now known as the Conley farm on the sixth line. They 
lost their first two children but then raised ten more. 
 James Collins was the oldest and our great grandfather. 
2 James married Margaret Argue in 1872 . He purchased 150 acres from the crown and cleared a 
farm the location being on the corner of Pleasant Valley Rd. and the Beachburg-Lapasse Rd. They had 
one son Thomas Henry.  
3 Thomas Henry Collins married Anne Elizabeth Campbell in 1897.  Seven children followed, five 
of which stayed or returned to this community – Russell, Mattie, Eva, Annie and Kenneth. 
4 Russell married Evna Cotnam in 1931 and they farmed on the Lapasse Rd, raising two children 
Verla and Versil. 
4 Kenneth married Beulah Dougherty in 1940 and their children are Marilyn, Barbara, Richard and 
Anne. When his father Thomas died in 1944, Kenneth took over the family farm. However in 1957 dis-
aster hit the family when Kenneth died leaving a young family. Russell’s son Versil then took over. 
5 Versil and his wife Shirley Teske (married 1957)  bought the family farm where they raised their 
children Arlene, Laura and Blair. In 1986  this farm was once again handed down to the next genera-
tion, Versil’s son Blair. Versil and Shirley retired to Cameron St in Beachburg. 
5 Blair married his wife Susan Bradbury in 1982).  Their children are Tina, Mathew and Sara. Due 
to health problems Blair sold the farm in 2003 to Hank Nagel and sons who presently own and operate 
the dairy business. 
4 Verla Collins married Gordon Robinson in 1952 and they raised their two boys, Barry and Brent 
on their farm on Grants Settlement Rd. Since then they have retired to Beachburg where they presently 
live on Main Street. 
5 Barry married Connie Duquette in 1977, their children are Angela, Derek, Megan and Andrew. 
They farmed on the Ninth Line (Canola Rd) but now live on Lapasse Rd. 
5 Brent married Erin Fitzpatrick in 1980. Their daughters are Charlotte and Virginia and they live 
on the family farm on Grants Settlement Rd. 
 Through the generations the Collins families have been actively involved in church and com-
munity endeavours. Five generations of this branch of the family have served in numerous positions on 
the Beachburg Fair Board. Two of the sixth generation children, Ethan and Hailey McCutcheon, grand-
children of Verla and Gordon, have been crowned “Little Mr. and Miss Beachburg Fair”. 
4 Mattie married Allen Broome in 1940. They farmed on the sixth line, later retiring to Beachburg. 
They had no children. 
4 Eva married Alex Shields 1929 and they raised their three children Darrel, Betty and David in Cop-
per Cliff. The family returned to Beachburg in 1963 after Alex retired from INCO. Their son David and 
his family reside in Beachburg. 
5 David married Susan Johnson in 1967. Their son Donnie also lives in Beachburg with his wife 
Marielle McLaughlin and their children Ellis and Kierra. 
4 Annie married Fred Burgess and were parents to Leila, Freda and Mervin. They farmed in Perreton 
and later retired to Beachburg. 
5 Leila married Allister Robinson; they farmed on the Sixth line of Westmeath Township and their 
children are Helen, Ruth and Neil. In the 1950’s Leila and Allister moved to Beachburg. Leila operated 
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a dress shop in the former Stokes harness shop and then in her home located beside the garage. 
An added note of nostalgia…in the 1950’s we fondly remember a highlight of Saturday nights in 
Beachburg was the Robinson family singing gospel music under the light post in front of Bob Rollins’ 
house! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A number of descendents of these Collins families continue to live in Beachburg or often return to 
visit. They have added much to the heritage of our village! 
 
Edited by Grace Stephen 
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John T Collins and Osborne Collins Families 

 1 Thomas Collins married Eliza Smith (already documented on previous page) 
 2  John Collins (brother of James) married Mary Wright (1876) 
(ten children;  twin brothers John T and Osborne stayed in the Beachburg area) 
3 John T m Margaret Davis (1912)                        3 Osborne (Ossie) m Jessie Barr (1914) 

 
4 Dorothy m Reg Pinegar (1936)        4  Irvin m Geraldine Acres (1948) 
5  Edward, John and Nancy         5  Glen and Nancy 

4 Dr.William Edgar m Mary Payne         4 Allan m Beulah Wilson (1947) 

5 John Payne m Judy                   5 Helen, Hugh, John. Arthur and Mary 
4 Margaret.  
 John T Collins and Ossie Collins, were twin brothers born in 1888 and became well known in 
the Beachburg area, John T as the village general store owner and Ossie farmed one mile out of 
Beachburg in what is commonly known as “the Glen”. 
 John T married his wife Margaret Davis of Sharbot Lake in 1912 and later he saved enough 
money to buy his father’s farm outside Beachburg. Some time after that he  bought a store from Leo 
Christmann and moved into Beachburg. It was a general store carrying a full line of high class dry 
goods, groceries, clothing, school books, hardware, binder twine, haywire, cattle salt, gasoline, coal oil. 
The family included three children, Dorothy, William Edgar, and Margaret who died at the early age of 
18 years. They lived in the apartment over the general store which John T and his wife Margaret oper-
ated as a partnership. 
 The business was run on a system whereby he paid farmers cash for their produce and they in 
turn bought their supplies either from him or from one of the other merchants in the village and sur-
rounding area.  During the depression, as the money supply dried up in the community, the nature of 
his business changed to what was essentially a barter system so in exchange for store supplies, he was 
forced to take the produce the farmers brought to him. He found a market for the hay and oats in the 
lumber yards of Ontario and Quebec; the farm produce he put on the market in Ottawa and Montreal. 
Mr Collins obviously was an astute businessman but he also was very generous to those in need during 
the depression. John T and Ossie were excellent checker players and it has been reported that in their 
later years they could often be found playing checkers in the back of Ab Stokes harness shop. These 
former residents along with all the Collins families, have enriched the lives of all who knew them, and 
have helped to weave the fabric of the village of Beachburg. The present generations continue this tra-
dition. 
  
* information comes from the story entitled “My Father the Storekeeper” written by Dr Edgar Collins, son of John T 
Collins. 

 
Edited by Grace Stephen           
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James Condie Family History 
 

His Excellency John Graves Simcoe, Lieutenant 
Governor and Commander in Chief of the prov-
ince of Upper Canada, set up a proclamation, 
“The Simcoe Papers” in 1792 encouraging immi-
grants to settle in Upper Canada. Within the de-
tailed terms, one person could receive 1000 acres. 
 
James Condie born in Scotland in 1797, immi-
grated to Canada about 1818 to 1820. He married 
Isabella Drysdale in 1823 in Perth Ontario. She 
was born in Scotland but came to Canada with 
her mother and siblings in 1820, her father having 
preceded them in 1815 settling on the Scotch 
Line near Perth. Ontario. 
 
The Condie family was 
the second family to settle 
in Beachburg after the 

family of David and Sarah Beach. James Condie and his wife 
Isabella with seven children moved to Beachburg in 1835. Six 
more children were born in Beachburg. The 1851 Agricultural 
Census showed they lived in a log house on Lots 8 and 9 Con-
cession 4 in Westmeath Township James (54) and Isabella (47) 
with twelve of their thirteen children, Malcolm (28), James (27) 
John (24) Andrew (21) Thomas (19) Robert (17) Christina (15) 
Betsy (13) Isabella (11) George (9) Isaac (7) and William (3). 
Sadly Isabella died of apoplexy on July 9, 1860. James donated 
land for her burial, the site of Beachburg Union Cemetery. She 
was the first person buried there. James had 1000 acres where 
he raised crops, wheat, peas, oats, potatoes and turnips etc. He 

had sheep, pigs, cattle and horses.350 acres were 
wild or wooded. 
 
In 1861 the Federal census showed James Condie 
as a miller with $2000 invested in his mill, which 
ground 3000 bushels of wheat annually. The mill 
was powered by hand and employed one hand. 
Annual cost of laborer was $40. Total annual 

value of production was $3000. It was said that the Condie dam 
broke and the flood washed away the mill and dam of David 
Beach. He did not rebuild but sold the property to John Shaw of 

Condies: L. To R. 

Back Row: Delmer, Mervyn, Veldon, 
Willis 
Seated: Dad Harry, Mother Pearl 
In front: Earl, Verla 

Thomas & Elizabeth Condie 



Beachburg  Celebrate 175 Years (1835—2010) 

128 

Lake Dore who built the Westmeath Flour Mill in 1876 and the large house for his men later becoming 
the Anglican Rectory.  
 
James Condie married a second wife, Ann Brown on July 15, 1861 in Portage du Fort, Quebec. A sec-
ond family consisted of six more children. The date and place of the death of James Sr. is unknown. 
Ann Brown Condie was buried in Calvin Township cemetery. 
 
James’s seven sons all settled around him married and had children. One son Andrew married Hannah 
Beach, daughter of David and Sarah Beach on December 12, 1856. Another of his sons Thomas Clarke 
married Elizabeth Munro on June 28, 1861, had a family of four girls and one boy; Elizabeth Ann 
(1863) Isabella (1865) Margaret Jane (1867) Thomas (1870) and Alice Edith (1881) Two of their chil-
dren were listed as baptized in St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Beachburg. Elizabeth, the mother 
died quite young but Alice Edith stayed on with her father. She married Keyworth Howard on October 
13, 1903. They moved along with her father to a farm “on the hill” by the lake, the present home of Jeff 
and Lisa Vereyken. They had four boys, Melville (1904) Elmer (1905) Edgar (1907) Kenneth (1910) 
and two girls, Marjorie (1913) and Iva (1920). Later they bought the farm on the corner of the Sixth 
Line (Lookout Rd) and Powers Road. They all went to the Rochu Fondu School. Later the family 
bought a nearby farm on the Sixth Line, a bigger house, now the property of Lois and Sheldon Dough-
erty. The four sons went to work in the mines in Sudbury. Iva and Kitchener Kinnear lived in the same 
little house as her parents and later “on the hill” where they and Thomas and Elizabeth had so many 
years earlier. What a coincidence! They had two sons Mervin (1940) and H.R. (1942) 
 
 Marjorie married Harold Dougherty on October 19, 1932 and they had nine children, Edith (1933- 
1956) Eleanor (1935) Evelyn (1937-1937) Faye (1938) Bethea (1940) Robert (1942) Margaret (1944) 
Ronald (1045) Lynn (1951) They farmed on the Dougherty homestead until retirement to Beachburg in 
1972. They were both very active in Beachburg activities. Harold died November 1980 and Marjorie 
December 2000. Eleanor married Marvin McLaughlin in 1955 and they raised four children, Terry 
(1956) Garry (1958) Dawna (1959) and Jeff (1970). Eleanor retired actively to Beachburg after her ca-
reer in teaching and Robert after his years of employment on the CNR. The other siblings moved to 
other areas.  
 
Many of the Condie families are buried in the Beachburg Union Cemetery. There is a long line of de-
scendants of the Condie Family, the second family to settle in Beachburg who live in Ontario, Quebec, 
New Brunswick, Arizona and Michigan. 
 
Isaac, second youngest of thirteen children, son of James and Isabella Condie was born in 
1845. He married Margaret McLaren and they had 3 children; Albert 1873, Edith 1874, George 
Andrew 1876 and Herbert. Isaac died in Mattawa. 
 George Andrew married Elizabeth Patterson and had five children; Georgina (1913-
1983) Gordon (1916-1982) Elva 1918, Gerald (1925-1925) and Versil (1927-1927). George 
worked at farming and logging in the Beachburg area. Their family lived in the log house be-
hind the school on Zion Line then moved to the Condie Farm at the Springs a spot on the road 
to Foresters Falls. Gordon remembered carrying his sister Elva on his back walking along the 
railroad track, always an open path, to Beachburg School in winter. After the family left home, 
George moved to the little house in the field, where Nathan Dougherty lives now. He died in 
1960. 
 Gordon married Ruby Davidson (1919-1978) in 1941. He worked as an inspector for the Minis-
try of Transport and lived on Cameron Street in Beachburg. They raised two boys, Kevin (1952) and 
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Kerry Vaughn (1956) who received their education in Beachburg. Kevin married and had three chil-
dren; Michael Gordon, Kevin Raymond and Christy. He lives in Manitoba and drives a transport from 
there to USA. Vaughn married Catherine Horner and they reside in the family home on Cameron St. 
They have two children, Melissa (1983) and John Gordon (1985). Vaughn drives a transport for On-
tario Breweries across Eastern Ontario. 
 A TRIVIAL INCIDENT: AND A WORLD FAMOUS DELICACY ORIGINATED. Prince 
Conde, the famous Huguenot of France was one of King Louis XIVs famous generals, and to him the 
world owes one of its favourite desserts. One day Prince Conde had a great feast prepared for the King. 
The piece de resistance was to be the dessert, pure sweet cream in a bowl. By accident, salt was 
dropped onto the ice. Sherry was poured on the top of the cream and all served. Louis XIV named it 
ICECREAM. From that time it became famous. 
Submitted by Vaughn Condie 
 
James Condie Jr. (1825-1899) son of James and Isabella Condie married his first wife Mary Abercrom-
bie in 1855. They had James Duncan (1856) William (1857) Jessie (1859-1859) Isabel (1861), Peter 
(1862) Jessie (1865) Alexander (1868) Mary died in 1868. James remarried in 1869 to Jannet Johnson. 
They had seven children; Christina (1870-1890) John (1872) Mary Elizabeth (1874) Agnes (1876) 
Catherine (1878) Rebekah (1880) Margaret Ellen (1882)  
 Peter married Annie Cook (1876-1945) in 1898. They had 4 children; James Reuben (1898) 
Martha Belle (1900) Harry Gordon (1902-1970) and Albert (1905) 
 Reuben Condie married Edith LaBelle in 1926. They lived on the Glenn Rd near Beachburg. 
Their family of 7 were: Gerald (1928) Joyce Edith (1929) married Arnold Eggert (Pembroke) Freida 
(1931) married Earl Robinson, Marion (1932) married Harold Biesenthal 
(Petawawa) Robert (1935) a Minister, Marlene (1941) and Milton Reid 
(1943) 
 Harry, second son of Peter married Pearl Bennett and lived in a 
small house on Elliot St. in Beachburg for about a year. Then they moved 
to a farm in Perretton near Beachburg. After retirement in the spring of 
1966, they took up residence in the same house in Beachburg, which they 
had rented all those years. They had a family of seven children; infant 
daughter (1926-1926) Delmer (1926) Mervin (1928-1957) Veldon (1930- 
1995) Willis (1931- 1955) Verla (1940) and Earl (1943- 1995). Pearl died 
in 1993. Today, Delmer lives in Smiths Falls and Verla lives in Pem-
broke. 
 
Alice (Condie) Garner: Here is my story in brief: 
My grandfather, Christopher Condie, son of Andrew Condie (son of 
James Condie and Isabella Drysdale) and Hannah Beach (daughter of 
David Beach And Sarah Luke) was born in 1858 in Beachburg. Andrew 
and Hannah Condie lived in Beachburg until 1868 when they moved to 
Winneconne, Wisconsin, USA with their two living children, Christopher 
and his sister Alice. Christopher was one of the first telegraphers for the 
railroad and was a trained violinist. Christopher married Flora Isabella 
Murchie, May 15, 1890, in Rhinelander, Wisconsin. My dad, Maurice 
Maynard Conde, was born July 17, 1891, in Rapid River, Michigan, and 
his brother Elton Harold (Ted) Condie on June 8th, 1893, also in Rapid 
River. Dad was in the American Army and served in WW I in  France for 
nearly two years. Dad trained as a barber and moved to N.B. with his 

Christopher Condie 



Beachburg  Celebrate 175 Years (1835—2010) 

130 

mother about 1925. Dad married his first wife Florence Alberta Galbraith on Sept 1, 1930. She died in 
childbirth Aug 13th, 1931. The baby was stillborn. Dad married my mother Marie-Edmeé Léger on 
Nov. 24, 1937. Their family consisted of 6 children of which I am the oldest, born Jan.2, 1939, in Saint 
John, N.B. 
 
Contributed by Alice Garner 
 

 

 

Dougherty History 
 
 The Dougherty clan descended from Patrick O Dougherty born in 1750 in County Antrim, Ire-
land. He married Teressa O’Donnell Baldreag of Londonderry. They had two sons; Patrick, no descen-
dants and James J Dougherty born in 1785 in Antrim Ireland married Beatrice McKevitt. They had two 
sons, Alexander and John J Dougherty. There are many descendants of Patrick O Dougherty in the Ot-
tawa Valley. 
 
 John J Dougherty (1824-1865) married Sarah Armstrong, born 1825, from County Ferman-
agh, Ireland. They had immigrated to Ontario, Canada in 1849 at the height of the potato famine in Ire-
land. A story told that Sarah as a young girl worked in the hotel in Westmeath. She walked home to 
Shawville, Quebec to visit her parents along the trail now the Sixth Line or Lookout Road and along 
the present Queens Line. When people saw that elegant lady they called her a Queen and that is how 
Queens Line was named. She likely met John as she walked by his farm. They had seven children, 
Alexander James 1852-1932, Sarah Jane, Elizabeth Alice, John Job (1859-1920), David William (1858
-1931), Robert Francis (1863-1935) and Robinson (1863-1931). John left farms to each of his four sons 
in the area of Lookout Road near Beachburg. 
 
 Robert Francis married Sarah Crozier, daughter of Adam Crozier and Sarah Simpson. They 
lived on a farm near Beachburg at the bottom of Dunn’s Hill and had five 
children.  
  Lennox  (1889-1961) who married Janet Cowie (1894-1972) and 
they had one daughter Beulah (1919- 2008) who married Kenneth Collins 
and had four children: Marilyn, Barbara, Richard and Anne and Beulah’s 
second marriage was to Erwin Wilson. Lennox and Janet farmed on Lookout 
Road at the present farm of Neil & Connie Hawthorne. You can bet Len-
nox’s best farm hands were the two oldest daughters of his brother Harold, 
Edith and Eleanor who worked hard at the threshing mill the brothers shared. 
Roy Dougherty (1891-1970) married Lily Black and had five children: Keith 
(1917- 1992) Thelma 1919 who married Gerald McCulloch, Lyle Clive 
(1921-2007) who married Lois McLaughlin, Harris (1923- 1995) who mar-
ried Georgette Cyr, Robert Graham who married Ella Mich and Shirley 
(1930-1946). Roy was injured in a farm accident as a young man, and spent 
most of his life in a wheelchair, his later years in the village of Beachburg. 
Keith and Lyle both served in the Canadian Navy. 
 Eliza Martha (1893-1983) married John Cowie and they had one daughter 
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Grace (1924-1932).  
Sarah Ella (1895-1982) married Percy Johnson and they had seven children: Sarah Bernice (1923-
1980) married Des McGonegal- no children; James William (1927-1944) drowned in Little Lakes near 
Beachburg; Gerald (1930-197) married Dale McClelland; Glenwood Harold (1933- 1997) married 
Erma Johnson; Gwendolyn (1933- 2004) married Bill Ashley; Marion (1937-1951); Robert John (1938
- 2005) married Ivy Davieaux. Percy spent many years working at Schreiber on the railroad so Ella 
raised her family in their small home on Cameron St. in Beachburg. 
 
 Lyle George (1898-1917) was killed at Vimy Ridge just before the end of World War 1 ended. 
Harold Armstrong Dougherty (1909-1980) was six years old when his mother died. His sisters Eliza 
and Ella raised him until they left home to be married. He worked with his dad on the family farm, and 
married Marjorie Howard (1913-2000) who lived nearby. She took with her thirty turkeys, fifty hens 
and a cow. They had nine children, seven girls and two boys: Edith Muriel (1933-1956) married 
Murray Simpson and lived on a farm in Cobden She died in childbirth; Eleanor May 1935 married 
Marvin McLaughlin (1928-1994) and they had four children, Terry, Garry, Dawna and Jeffrey who live 
in the Beachburg area. Marvin farmed and did mechanical work while Eleanor was an elementary 
teacher for thirty-five years, thirty of them at Pine View in Petawawa until her retirement. She moved 
to Beachburg in 1999; Sarah Evelyn (1937-1937); Marina Faye 1938 married Ira Anderson (1937-
2008) and lived in Pembroke They had four children, Laura, Kevin (1966-1989), Angela and Steven. 
Marjorie Bethea 1940 married Ralph Little and lived in Ottawa with three children, Mitchell, Connie 
and Bradley. Robert Armstrong 1942 retired to Beachburg after his service with the CNR in the To-
ronto-Woodstock area. Margaret Ann 1944 married Terry Behnke and lives in Petawawa. They had 
two children Pamela and Todd who also live in Petawawa. Ronald Harold 1945 married Lynn Gervais 
and live in Ottawa. They had three boys Trevor, Travis and Tristan who live in the Ottawa area. Catha-
rine Lynn 1951 works at the Treasury Branch in Edson, Alberta but hopes to retire in Ontario.  
Harold and Marjorie retired to Beachburg in 1972 to the former home of Wilfred Bennett. They en-
joyed travelling until his untimely death. Marjorie continued to live there until her passing in 2000. The 
family of Ray and Kathy Hiderman took up residence there. 
 
 John Job Dougherty (1859-1920) second son of John and Sarah married Frances Condie 
(1861-1947) Their children were Dorothy, Myrtle, Fanny Dell (1888) and John Leslie (1892- 1972) 
Myrtle married Alex Barr. Though they had no children of their own they fostered several. Fanny Dell 
married John A Brown and they had two children Dorothy and Ellard. Leslie married Ida Collins and 
they had two children, Raymond and Vivian. They lived on Lookout Road on the present farm of Isabel 
White. Ida died shortly after the birth of Vivian so Leslie had to give his children to his sisters to raise. 
Myrtle and Alex raised Raymond while Vivian lived with Fanny Dell and John A Brown. The Barrs 
lived on a farm on the present Lapasse Road known as the Collins farm. They later moved to 
Beachburg to the home where Raymond and his family have lived on Main Street. Raymond (1919- 
1998) married Evelyn Broome and they had four children, John (1942), Caroline (1947), Neil (1949) 
and Deborah (1956) Raymond served in the army for a term. He was well known as an antique dealer 
or just liked buying up old stuff and a jack-of-all-trades. He served as Councillor and Reeve of 
Beachburg for a few terms. Raymond was active on the Beachburg Fair Board. He loved to go hunting 
with his buddies and even turned his hand to carpentry. After his death, Evelyn has continued to live in 
the home Raymond inherited from his Uncle Alex Barr. 
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Dougherty Cousins’ 75th Birthday Celebration 1970’s 

Ella,       Janet,      Leslie,      John,     Pearl,      Eliza,     Garnet,     Margaret,     Sarah 
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Hawthorne 
 
 Compiled by Irene Kenney (nee Hawthorne) any errors or omissions are unintentional, focus 
was put on ancestry and local residence assisting younger generations to expand on their roots. Genera-
tions have been numerically identified. 
  1 Robert Hawthorne (1818-1903) was born in Antrim Ireland near Belfast in 1818. When he 
was 19 he married Martha Ingrahm they had 4 children. Robert Hawthorne and family decided to join 
some of his friends who were seeking their fortune in the new colony now known as Canada. In 1848 
Robert and his family sailed to Canada unfortunately Martha and their infant child became ill during 
the trip and died a few days after arriving in Canada. Robert took his three children Arthur, Margaret 
and Jane to Beckworth Township and settled near Franktown Ontario. Later on he married Ann Code 
and moved to Ross Township. They had four children: Robert (1853-1941) married Bella Johnson and 
stayed in Ross Township, Alexander married Christinn Johnson and stayed on the homestead, Annie 
married John Thibeau and stayed in Ross Township, James married Elizabeth Ann Condie and moved 
to Westmeath Township and farmed on the 8th line now known as the Hawthorne Road. Robert and 
Martha’s children Arthur (married Louise Brown) and Jane (married George Flood) moved from the 
area Margaret (married John Robinson) stayed in Westmeath Township. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture identified from left to right Versal, Willis, Percy, Evelyn, Irene, Averil, missing Wilma  
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2 James (1857-1932) married Elizabeth Ann Condie had eleven children John, Bertha, Mabel, 

James C(1889-1960),Robert W, Elizabeth died as a child, Thomas, Herbert(Herb) , Archie, Laura, 

and Emma: 

  3 John Hawthorne (1886—1952) married (May) McBride and stayed on the homestead and 

they had five children, Hilda, twin girls Gladys and Vern, Chloe, and Thomas. 

    4 Hilda married Harry Viggers and moved to Toronto. They had one child Sheila 

    4 Gladys married Arthur (Pat)Robinson and farmed on the sixth line now known as Look-

out Road and they had two children: Ralph and Keitha(Registered nurse) 

    4 Vern married Hubert Robinson and farmed on the sixth line near Gladys, they had four 

children; David, Alma, Beth and Sharon 

      5 David Robinson married Jean Johnson and farms/trucking business on the 

Powers Road and had four girls. Judith, Catherine, Lorraine and Heather 

5 Sharon never married and still lives in her parent’s home on Lookout Road 

    4 Chloe married Bert Conley and they farmed on the homestead on Hawthorne Rd. 

    4 Thomas never married and moved to Toronto to work. Years later he returned and 

lived with Chloe and Bert. 

  3 Bertha Hawthorne (1887-1976) married William Cassidy and moved to Kirkland Lake and 

they had five children. 

  3 Mabel Hawthorne (1888-1966) married Alfred Taugher and moved to farm in Saskatche-

wan. They had three children Blaire, Muriel and Alta. 

  3 James C Hawthorne (1889-1960) married Ida McLaughlin and farmed on Hawthorne Road. 

James first wife died in 1929 and he remarried Hilda Weldon in 1946. James and Ida had three 

boys, Harvey, Ellard and Kenneth. 

    4 Harvey Hawthorne never married and stayed on the homestead. 

    4. Ellard Hawthorne joined the army (he was a prisoner of war) and when he returned 

moved to Sudbury and married Lucielle Cormier. They had three children. 

    4. Kenneth Hawthorne married and moved to Calgary. 

  3. Robert W Hawthorne (1890-1977) married Bertha Akeson they farmed on the eight line. 

They had 2 children Orley who died when she was three years old and Ethel. 

    4 Ethel Hawthorne married Claude White. They farmed on the homestead and had one 

child Linda. 

  3. Thomas A Hawthorne (1893-1950) married Isabella Bulmer. In 1917 bought the Mahlon 

Beach farm on the sixth line in Westmeath township. They had 7 children Averil, Irene, Versal, 

Willis, Wilma, Percy, and Evelyn. 

    4. Averil Hawthorne married Albert Davidson they lived in Beachburg for short time be-

fore moving to Pembroke. They had one son Glenn. 

    4 Irene Hawthorne married Robert Kenney and they farmed and operated a meat packing plant 

on Zion line. They had four children Douglas, Elaine (hairdresser) married Lynden McIntyre and 

live in Micksburg; Eleanor (Registered nurse) married Robert Wright and live on the Beachburg 

Road. Grant lives in Beachburg. 

      5. Douglas Kenney married Kathryn Moore and farms on Beachburg Road They 

have three children Adam, Laura and Emily 
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        6. Adam Kenney (burner mechanic) and Tracy McCallum have two chil-

dren and live on Beachburg Road. They have two children Alex and Jessica 

        6. Emily Kenney apprentice electrician lives in Beachburg 

    4. Versal Hawthorne married Velma Rollins and farmed on the River Road, Glenn Road 

and Beachburg Road. They had six children Lin moved to Vancouver Island, Joni moved 

to Fort Saskatchewan, Ralph, Kathryn, Peter and Sherry live in Beachburg. 

      5.Ralph Hawthorne married Carolyn Wodtke Ralph operates Valley Radiator 

Shop on Beachburg Road and they had three children, Katrina, Melissa and Curtis 

        6 Curtis Hawthorne married Marsha Bertrand and he worked with his fa-

ther in the Radiator Shop before his death in 2010 

      5 Kathryn Hawthorne(health care aid) married Raymond Heiderman and had 

two girls April and Amy, 

      5 Peter Hawthorne married Debbie Jeffery and had 2 children Nathan and Benja-

min. Nathan is the army and presently is in Afghanistan. 

      5. Sherry Hawthorne (health care aid) lives in Beachburg. 

    4. Willis Hawthorne was an electrician at AECL married Elaine McBride and moved to 

Pembroke. They had 4 girls Brenda, Debra (teacher), and twins Trudy (Teacher) and Judy 

(Veterinarian). 

      5 Brenda Hawthorne married Barry Nieuwenhius and they operate a diary farm 

near Beachburg. They have 4 sons Jonathan, David, Luke and Caleb. 

    4 Wilma Hawthorne married Douglas Read and moved to Sault Ste Marie. They had two 

sons Terry and Todd. 

    4. Percy Hawthorne married Reta Bennett and stayed on the homestead and operated a 

dairy farm. Later purchased and moved to the Lennox Dougherty farm on the sixth line. 

They had five children Linda never married and lives her mother, Diane (registered prac-

tical nurse) married Ken Hutt and moved to Osgood, Sheila (registered practical nurse) 

married Eric Broome and moved to Queen’s Line, Dale(health care aid) and lives near 

Forester Falls, Neil 

      5 Neil Hawthorne married Connie Palmer and farms on the homestead. They 

have 2 children Laura married Peter McKercher and moved to Kingston and Mat-

thew lives with his parents. 

    4. Evelyn Hawthorne married Emmett Stephens and moved to Haley’s Station. They 

have three children; Lorrie (Sales and Marketing) married Gary Layman and lives in Ha-

ley’s Station, Danny (Team leader aircraft mechanic) married Lorrie Bond and lives in 

Munster, Wendy died as a child. 

  3. Herb Hawthorne (1897-1974) married Daisy Wilson and lived in Beachburg. Herb married 

Evelyn Atherton in 1955. Herb and Daisy had three children Mable married Harris Thibeau and 

moved to Lively, Eric Hawthorne married Marjorie Godin and they moved to Petawawa. 

    4 Hazel Hawthorne married Elmer Hawthorne and lived on the Beachburg Road, they 

had four children David, Sharon Larry and Kevin. 

      5 Larry Hawthorne (grounds custodian AECL) married Judy Costella and they live 

on Beachburg Road and they have two children Jeffrey and Tracy 
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        6. Tracy Hawthorne (teacher) and lives in Hazel and Elmer’s home. 

      5. Kevin Hawthorne (welder) married Gail Wright they live on Beachburg Road. 

They had two children Steven and Sherri 

        6. Steven Hawthorne (electrician) married Shelley McBride and they live in 

Beachburg. They have two child 

  3 Archie Hawthorne (1899-1961) married Ann Wakeford and moved to Toronto. They had two 

sons Eric and Stanley. 

  3. Laura Hawthorne (1903-1974) married Caleb Moore and moved to Ottawa they had 6 children 

which included twin boys. 

  3 Emma Hawthorne (1905-1976) married Arthur Crozier and moved to British Columbia: They 

had two children Earl and Shirley. 
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William with Maria, 1898 

Stanley Mathieson and Faith 
Kendell, married Oct.8, 
1930 

Margaret and Cecil 
Mathieson, 1957 

Iva and Clayton Mathieson, 
1932  
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Mathieson History in Beachburg 

Information and pictures submitted by Cecil and Margaret Mathieson. 
Numbers indicate generations 
  
The ancestors of  William Mathieson emigrated to Canada from Scotland, first to the Perth area and 
then on to the Ottawa Valley, settling first four miles west of Beachburg on the Pembroke Road and 
then moving to Grant Settlement to farm. The house his father Thomas built now is the headquarters of 
the rafting company River Run. 
The third child of the family was William. 
1 William married Maria McLean in 1898. They acquired land and settled on what is now known as 
the Seventh Line of the former Westmeath Township, farming here for seventeen years. In the winter 
months William assumed the part time job of assessor for the township. Their family consisted of Ian, 
Hugh, Stanley, Clayton, Grace, Gladys and Murray.  In 1932 they retired to Beachburg first renting a 
house on Dufferin St. and then moving into what later was the Teske house at 1728 Main Street and 
again in 1938 he later built a house two lots further up at 1714 Main St. 
 William owned a block of land between Dufferin St and the railway track where he pastured a 
milking cow for years. Each night neighbours marvelled at the sight of William returning from milking 
his cow driving with the pail of milk held out the car window with one hand, while steering and chang-
ing gears with the other and arriving in his driveway without spilling a drop of milk! William died in 
1946 and his wife in 1951. 2  Their son Stanley and his wife Faith Mathieson retired from Kingston 
to that same house in 1968 where they lived until Faith died in 1985. Stanley lived until 1991 having 
had the distinction of being the first resident of the newly built “Little Lake Estates” retirement home. 
While living in Beachburg Stanley and Faith were instrumental in helping to set up the Beachburg Sen-
ior Citizen Club which still functions today. 
2 Clayton Mathieson and his wife  Iva Orr took over the family farm in 1932 where they farmed for 
the next twenty years, raising their family of two, Cecil and Ruth. 
3 Cecil married Margaret Lyons in 1957  acquired the home farm and Clayton and Iva moved first to 
Pembroke, then to Beachburg after building a house on Hume St. in 1958. 
 Cecil and Margaret farmed the homestead for 35 years, then retired to Beachburg where they currently 
live at 7 Watchorn Drive. They continue the family tradition of contributing much to church and com-
munity activities. 
4 Daryl and his wife Katherine Robertson took over the farm for seven years; have since sold it and 
now live in Renfrew along with their children are Paige and Zachariah. 
4 Delmar and his wife Sherry and children Joshua, Sheri Lynn, and Kyla now farm on Fletcher Road. 
3 Ruth married Carl Wilson  residing in Pembroke where they owned and operated “Wilson’s Flow-
ers” along with their  three daughters Debbie, Diane, and Darlene. 
2 Williams daughter Grace Mathieson married Clarence Orr in 1935 farming on the Cobden Road 
a few miles outside of Beachburg, raising five children Janice, Hugh, Marian, Carol and Lynne. 
 
Edited by Grace Stephen 
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 Ellard was born in the Roche Fondu to William and Elena Powers, the oldest of five children. 
He married Gladys Powers (nee Robinson) and they raised five daughters, Donna, Debbie, Brenda, 
Karen and Carolyn on a farm located on Powers Road just outside of Beachburg. Family was very im-
portant to Ellard and he truly valued quality time with his wife, children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.  
 Ellard took on leadership roles within the church and had a deep personal faith, a faith that he 
expressed through the use of his many talents and a faith that led him to act on the injustices which he 
identified over the years. He was a farmer and loved the land, livestock and crops as well as the busi-
ness of farming but recognized early on that farmers deserved better. However he believed that they 
needed more muscle and a stronger voice and so he joined the Ontario Farmer’s Union and was a mem-
ber for over 50 years. During the 1960’s he became 1st vice-president of the provincial organization.  In 
1967 as the 1st Vice President of the Ontario Farmer’s Union he served as co-chair of one of the largest 
demonstrations ever held on Parliament Hill. This event marked a crucial turning point in the establish-
ment of the Canadian Dairy Commission. From 1967-1970 he was a member of the Consultative Com-
mittee to the Canadian Dairy Commission, from 1969- 1970 he was member of the Ontario Milk Mar-
keting Board, and in 1970 he was appointed as a commissioner to the Canadian Dairy Commission, a 
position which he held until 1973 when he was appointed as the Chairman and Chief Executive Offi-
cer. When he was vice-chair of the Ontario Crop Insurance Commission it was about putting together a 
better system for farmers. As a member of the Canadian Agricultural Research Council, he worked to 
insure that research was being done for the benefit of farmers.  
 In spite of the many accomplishments during his lifetime, Ellard would insist that the attention 
belonged to the issues that he was working on or the people affected by those issues. Ellard was in-
ducted in to the Agricultural Wall of Fame in 1996 for his contributions. He believed quite strongly 
that we, as citizens, have an important role to play in shaping the future of our communities and the 
world around us. The legacy he leaves us lives on in the work people are doing on behalf of farmers.   
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Ellard PowersEllard PowersEllard PowersEllard Powers    
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McLean Family History  

McLean or Maclean is a family name that goes back many years in the history of Beachburg. In some 
cases the spelling of the family name varies even within the same branch of the family. At one time 
there were three McLean families not related to each other in the Beachburg area. The pictures and in-
formation for this family, descended from John McLean and Margaret McNevin, were kindly submit-
ted by Donald McLean of Verdun Que, Patricia Price of Beachburg, Ray MacLean and Pat MacLean of 
California, Bill Mclean of Toronto and Eric Stevenson of Beachburg.  Written by Grace Stephen 
 

1 John McLean (1837-1920) married Margaret McNevin (1837-1917)  
They lived outside Beachburg on the homestead farm in the Glen. Their children were Elizabeth, Alex-
ander, Jessie and John C. 
2 Elizabeth J.(1863-1936) no information available except that she is buried in the Beachburg Union 
cemetery. 
2 Alexander MacNevin (Sandy) 1872-1947 married (1900) his wife Julia Jane MacDonald 1870-
1959. They lived in 
Beachburg in the house later 
owned by E.K. Brown. 
Sandy went to school in 
Beachburg and he later be-
came a farm machinery 
salesman. Julia was born of 
pioneer settlers in the Cob-
den area. They had seven 
children, Margaret, Laura, 
Donald, John, Jean (twins) 
and James and Maisie 
(twins). Their family was 
raised in Beachburg. 
3 Donald (1902-1974) mar-

ried Therese Bouthillier 
(1913-1980) and they lived 
in Beachburg in the 1940’s 
with children Donald and 
Anne. 
3 John married Genevieve 
Sturgeon, their children 
were Bill and Julie. Bill 
McLean is married to Jan 
Nickolson Their son Ian 
married Amber Kelly. Bill 
and Jan continue to come 
every summer from Toronto 
to one of the MacLean cot-
tages in the Roche Fendu 
area of the Ottawa River. 
Julie lives in Texas. 

McLean Family: Top Picture, L. To R.  Elizabeth, Alexander (Sandy), John(J.C.) 

Seated : Margaret (McNevin) McLean (mother); Jessie( McLean) Stevenson 

(sister); John McLean (father) 
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3 Jim married Rachel Sturgeon, a sister to Genevieve and their children were James, Patricia, John, 
and Ray. James and John are deceased, Patricia lives in San Diego California and Ray is married to 
Christina Selby, raising three daughters Lindsay, Kristy and Casey. Ray and his family also own one of 
the MacLean cottages and vacations every summer back to the shores of the Ottawa River in the 
Beachburg area. 
2 Jessie McLean (1861-1950) married John Stevenson (1858-1935) They lived in Roche Fendu on 
the Stevenson family farm raising six children, Mathew, Grace, William, Hilda, James, and Asa. De-
scendants are listed with the Stevenson family history. 
2 John J.C. (1878 -1951) married Jennie MacLellan (1876-1958).  Lived on the McLean homestead 
farm just off the Lapasse Rd in the Glen. Their children were Isobel, Ronald, Margeurite and Allan. 
3 Marguerite (d 1995) married Roy Johnson (d 1948)  their offspring being Allan, Isobel, June, and 
Patricia. After the death of Roy, Marguerite and her brother Allan continued to live on the homestead 
farm in the Glen. 
4 Isobel and her husband Charles Delabio and brother Donald live in Ottawa. 
4 Allan married Susan Keutsch   and 
their son is Jeffery who married Robin 
Rsenburger & their children are Logan 
& Alana 
4 June married Fred Fox and their 
daughters are Pam and Karen. 
4 Patricia married Eric Price raising 
their daughters Erica and Sonia in 
Beachburg.  Erica married Michael 
Rice and their children are McLean, 
Kinley and Masen. Sonia married Tim 
Hanatschek, their children are Devon 
and Regan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bottom Picture L. to R.  Margaret; Julia (mother); Jean (on 
knee); Donald; Alexander (Sandy)-father; 
John (on Sandy’s knee); Laura (on floor); 
Still to arrive: Jim and Maisie (Mary) (twins) 
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Family of Ed and Annie (Robinson) Ross 

1st row – Vida Ross, Ed Ross. Herb Ross, Annie (Robinson) Ross, 

Margaret Ross (Broome).  

2nd row – Bert Ross, Roy Ross, Fred Ross, 

Ogle Ross, Charlie Ross and Bing Ross. 
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Stevenson Family History 
 
Information provided by Eric and Lorna Stevenson and stories from the Stevenson history book. 
 Numbers indicate generations.  

  
1 Matthew Stevenson(1814-1890) and Grace Bennie (1814-1881 married in 1836, were the first 
generation of Stevensons to emigrate to Canada from Glasgow Scotland in 1842 where Mathew 
worked in a cotton mill as a cotton spinner. The mill where he worked burned so Matthew decided to 
emigrate to Canada with his wife Grace and two children, and become a farmer. They found their way 
to Westmeath township to what is know as the Roche Fendu where they constructed a cabin, cleared 
land and began to farm. In 1863 a Presbyterian church congregation was formed in Beachburg and 
Matthew Stevenson was elected one of the first elders and was appointed Sunday School superinten-
dent. During their life time they contributed much time and energy to the building of the early commu-
nity and the establishment of the church. 
 Their fourth child Mathew was born in 1845 on the Roche Fendu homestead near Beachburg. 
He apprenticed as a blacksmith. 
2  Mathew (1845-1926) married Sarah Ann Bronson (1845-1905) after which they took up resi-
dence in Beachburg where Mathew had set up his blacksmith shop - we think it was situated about the 
corner of Cameron and Main Street. Three of their six children were born here. In 1876 Mathew sold 
his blacksmith shop and home in Beachburg and moved back to the Roche Fendu to farm. In 1883 the 
family decided to go west so they sold the farmland and emigrated to the prairies settling in Morris 
Manitoba where they farmed and lived the rest of their lives. 
2 John (1858-1935) married Jessie McLean (1860-1950)  in the Presbyterian church in Beachburg, 
bought the farm on the Roche Fendu from John’s father, raised a family of six children and following 
the family tradition was very active in the Presbyterian church and in the community. Six children were 
born to John and Jessie Stevenson: Matthew, Grace, William, Hilda, James (Jimmie), and Asa. 
3 Grace married William P Robertson in 1916 and having purchased William’s father’s farm they 
continued to live on the Robertson farm not more than a mile from the Stevenson homestead.  They 
raised two children, Harvey and Doris. 
4 Harvey married Pearl Wallace in 1941 and they raised their two sons Ralph and Grant on the farm 
until 1969 when they retired to Beachburg where they lived for many years. Pearl is still living at a re-
tirement home in Pembroke. Grandchildren are Rodney, Mark and Amy. 
4 Doris who married Douglas Comrie in 1943 had three children – Diane, Judith and Daniel. Doris’ 
husband Douglas was killed in a logging accident in 1973 so she sold the farm and built a home in 
Beachburg. Grandchildren are Judith, Jacqueline, and Sheri. Son Dan and his wife Audrey have retired 
to the Beachburg area. 
3  William Lorne 1888-1968 married Mary Elizabeth Barr (1888-1966). 
 Children were Wm Gordon, Marjorie Gladys and Norma. 
4 Norma who married Archie Eady of Foresters Falls in 1949. They retired to their cottage on the 
old Stevenson homestead on the Ottawa River. Their children are Sandra and Kevin. 
3 James (Jimmie) 1893 -1970) married Elizabeth Black (1906 -1982) and purchased the Stevenson 
home farm on the Grant Settlement Rd. They farmed until 1963 when they sold the farm to Lyle 
Dougherty and in 1965 they purchased a home in Beachburg and retired there. Their children were Eric 
and Marion. 
 4 Eric married Lorna (Cotnam) Stevenson in 1958 and they reside in Beachburg where Lorna 
taught at the Beachburg Elementary School for many years. Their two children are Lisa and Mark. 
5 Lisa married Michael Bradbury in 1991. They have two sons Colin and Devon and also presently 
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live in Beachburg where Lisa is presently a teacher at Beachburg Elementary School. 
5 Mark married Lois Millar in 1994, and they have three children Jimmie, Willie, and Katie cur-
rently residing in Toronto. 
 4 Marion married Ernie Kinslow in 1960 and together have raised five children.  They lived in 
Beachburg until 1979 when they and their three daughters, Karen, Valerie and Arlene moved back to 
Cape Breton Nova Scotia where Ernie returned to commercial fishing.  Their two sons Ronald and Ste-
ven remained in Beachburg living with their grandmother until she died. 
5 Steven married Annette Johnston in 1989. They live in the home of Steven’s grandparents, their 
children being Marcus and Elizabeth Grace.  
 5 Ronald married Betty Anne Byce in 1985, their children being Katelyn and Michael. This family 
still resides in Beachburg. 
 
 Last child of John and Jessie Stevenson was Asa. He became a teacher and as well won the dis-
tinction of being the best centre fielder the area had produced. 
3 In 1928 Asa married Laura Belle White – a member of the first graduating class of the Beachburg 
Continuation School and she had worked in Collins General Store until she was married. They lived in 
Oakwood for 22 years where Asa was a teacher-principal. He died in 1956. Laura was remarried to 
Elvin (Shorty) O’Neil and they retired to Beachburg until Shorty’s death in 1994 and Laura’s in 2001. 
  This account of the Stevenson family describes only the generations who have either remained in the 
community or retired back to the area of Beachburg. The past generations and those of present day con-
tinue to contribute much to our community’s life and well being! 
 

  

Edited by Grace Stephen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lorna and Eric Stevenson 
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Seated:L.to R.: 
 Katy Stevenson, Devon Bradbury, Lorna and Eric Stevenson, Will Stevenson 
Standing: L.to R.: 
Mark and Lois Stevenson, Jim Stevenson, Colin Bradbury, Lisa and Michael Bradbury 
Photo of 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Beachburg Kitchen Band entertains at Beachburg Fair 
L to R—Jean Robinson, Grace Stephen, Lorna Farnel, Delta Davidson, Lola Byce, Eleanor 

McLaughlin, and Connie Robinson 
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The Family History of Frederick Alfred Weedmark 
 
  According to family lore and historical history, the first Weedmarks to come to North America actu-
ally arrived aboard a ship from England. Frederick Weedmark born about 1772 had travelled from 
Sweden to join a group of people headed to America to start a new life in a new country. Landing in 
the United States near Massena in the early 1800s, Frederick eventually came to Canada with the 
United Empire Loyalists. He first settled in Marlborough Township near Burrits Rapids on 100 acres of 
land leased from Canada Company. 
  Frederick Alfred Weedmark married Susannah Fraser in 
1790 and they had eight children – Philemon, Frederick, 
Hiram, Nelson, Polly Jane, Heman, Adniran and Nathan all 
raised in Carleton County. 
  Frederick Weedmark, the second oldest son 
married Phoebe Chester and their children were Festus 
(b1840), Maryann (b1842), John (b1845), Adoniram 
(b1848), William Frederick (b1849), Sarah Jane (b1852), 
James Kenneth (b1854), Phoebe (b1858), and Samuel 
(b1860). Frederick had a second marriage to Mary Jane 
Copeland. Their children were William Ambrose (b1865), 
Hiram (b1867), Benjamin (b1870), George Frederick 
(b1872), Ida (b1874), and Marklin (b1876). They all resided 
in Marlborough Township. His sons Festus, William, Hiram 
and Marklin travelled to Westmeath Township to settle and 
wed. Most of his ten children remained in the community 
raising their families. 
  Festus Weedmark arrived in Beachburg in 
1881 to live in the house where Kevin Weedmark now re-
sides. It had been moved from the area near the pond. He 
married Janet Elliot and they had two children - William 

Frederick and Pheba. Then with his second wife Elizabeth 
Kincaid from Ashton raised nine children, Anna (b1887), 
John, Ruby (b1888), Phoebe (b1890), Lorne (b1891), George Forbes (b1894), Elmer (b1896), and Ar-
thur (b1899) all living in Westmeath Township. Festus was a mill-
wright and a carpenter and his half brothers became carpenters, farm-
ers, threshing mill owners and stonemasons. 
  William Frederick Weedmark the oldest son of Fes-
tus and Janet married Florence Ellen Bennie. They had two boys, 
Robert who died at two years old and Jack. Florence died and the 
Bennies raised Jack who later worked in Sudbury mines. He then mar-
ried Annie Sadler a teacher from Fitzroy.  They raised five children – 
Norris, Ira, George Eric and Cora. 
  Norris married Harry Ashley when she was teaching in Bancroft. 
They had two children, Kathleen and Bill. They moved to farm near 
Beachburg and Bill still lives in his home built on that 
property. Norris held teaching positions in our area one 
being S.S.#14. Ira married Muriel Allen and they had four 
children, Fred, a teacher, Betty, Jack and Elaine, a teacher. 
Ira taught school in Southern Ontario. George never mar-

Festus Weedmark 

L. to R. 
Standing:Elmer, Arthur, Forbes 
Seated: Lorne, Phoebe, Anna 
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ried and lived on the Weedmark homestead where Darwin and Ezma resided. He was a great historian 
keeping a treasure of diaries. Eric married Emily Stiles, a teacher from Campbell’s Bay, Que. their 
children being Lois and Howard both teachers. Eric took over the Grist Mill known as W.F.Weedmark 
& Son in 1948 formerly owned by his grandfather Festus in the 1800’s and his own father in the early 
1900’s. Eric operated the mill until he retired in 1954. They lived in the white house near the mill. That 
Mill landmark was sold to Miller’s in 1959, and then closed. The Boisvert family presently owns the 
vacated property. Eric was active working diligently in the village. He was President of NRAS in 1967. 
Emily was the first woman Secretary of the Beachburg Fair holding the position for many years. She 
worked hard to keep the Fair in Beachburg when it was considered moving it elsewhere. Emily was a 
schoolteacher in several local schools in the Township. Emily never did learn to drive but that did not 
hinder her from going far afield. She retired from Pine View School in Petawawa in the 1970’s. Cora 
married Alton Salter and they had no children. Cora taught school in several local schools. 
 
 
  George Forbes Weedmark , the sixth child of Festus and Elizabeth worked as a farmer 
on the Sandbar near Beachburg. He married Mary Muriel Briscoe well known as Minnie. He went out 
west many times on the harvest excursion. For several years he worked on the section of CNR and a 
while on the Telephone Company. They raised ten children while living in the village of Beachburg. –
Delta, Iris, Shirley, Lorna, Lola, Royla, Wayne, Bryan, Karen and Joan. What a challenge raising a 
large family in tough years!  Lola has lived in the Beachburg area all her life. She married Norman 
Byce and together they founded Heathervale Farms and operated a large dairy business. They had five 
children, Grant, Carol, Ward, Kelvin and Pamela. After retirement they moved to Forester’s Falls. 
While travelling down the hill into the village,” I realize Beachburg was a great place to live and 
grow.” 
 * Submitted by Lola (Weedmark) Byce and William Ashley  (Edited by Eleanor McLaughlin) 
 
William Ambrose Weedmark oldest son of Frederick and 
Mary Jane Copeland married Isabella (Bella) Condie. Both 
had deep roots in Westmeath Township as William had come 
to Beachburg in 1890 to a land “said to have rich soil and 
good opportunities for a prosperous life” and Bella’s grandfa-
ther James Condie settled here in the 1830s. They had three 
sons and three daughters. 
Archie Weedmark fifth child of William and Bella Weed-
mark was born in Beachburg in 1902. He married Ruby 
Sarah Moore and they had four boys and one girl – Gillen, 
Alton, Helen and H.R. When Ruby passed away, he married 
Elizabeth Caroline Scott. Archie was one man in a long line of Weedmark men who operated and was 
employed in sawmills and gristmills. Logging in the north, running a 
sawmill with his sons, working on steam engines and tinkering on cars 
at his son’s garage in Carp were only a few of Archie’s many talents. 
Archie remained in Beachburg most of his life and honoured his roots 
by operating a sawmill. 
      Gillen Weedmark, the eldest son still resides in Beachburg as does 
his daughter, Barbara Teske. Alton, known as Mickey owns and oper-
ates a garage in Carp, ON. Helen Schilkie lives in Azilda, ON with her 
daughter. Harvey Roy, (H.R.) also a mechanic lives in Carp with his 
wife Gwen. His youngest son Darwin lived in Beachburg until his 
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death in 2004. His wife Ezma and daughter Judy still live here. Archie’s second wife Lizzie currently 
lives in a Pembroke Nursing Home. 
There are many Weedmarks who are direct descendants of Festus, William, and Marklin Weedmark 
living in Beachburg. 
Two other children of Festus besides George Forbes who stayed in Beachburg are Arthur and Anna. 
Arthur married Ula Price and raised two children –Thyra and Kevin 
 Thyra and the late Cecil Fraser’s children are Grant, Lori (Burger) Mark and Jay.  Thyra is pres-
ently married to Delmar MacDonald of Pembroke. 
 Kevin married Evelyn Vallaincourt and their only child is Troy. 
Anna (Annie) never married. A story about Annie contributed by her niece Lola appears in the section 
of “ More Memories” in this book. 
Notes: 
The Weedmark Service Station in Beachburg was originally the Methodist Church in 1850s. After a 
fire in the upper structure, the building became a garage owned and operated by Darwin, Archie’s 
youngest son. 
At the Manse in Beachburg in 1894, Hiram the second child of Frederick and Mary Jane married Emily 
Grawbarger. His seven children were quite adventurous as they headed south and west to work. 
Marklin, Frederick and Mary Jane’s youngest son married Mary Jane Corrigan in 1894 and headed to 
Saskatchewan in the early 1900s. 
*Weedmark Family Tree Website   Archie Weedmark circa 1930 
  Weedmark family members    Bella Condie circa 1890 
Edited by Eleanor McLaughlin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Memories of Jim McKibbon  information submitted by his daughter Sandra Hansen. 

 

 Jim McKibbon was an enterprising man making his living from farming as well as fitting in 

many other jobs in the community. One of these tasks was to drain the buttermilk from Mr. Singleton’s 

creamery tanks into his own homemade tank and draw it home to feed his pigs. This he did at midnight 

each night so the tanks would be empty and ready in the morning for the creamery business. In those 

days there was a lumber yard where Marshall Dagg’s house is now located and Jim hauled lumber 

there for stacking. Winter jobs included cutting ice from Jackson’s lake to be stored in the ice shed at 

the creamery for summer use. He ploughed the village snowy sidewalks with his homemade stone boat. 

Mail delivery was another of his jobs, and often folks would call Johnson’s store for groceries and say 

“just send those along with Jim when he delivers the mail today”. Sandra remembers her Dad saying” 

I never saw so many loaves of Lisk’s bread as I did today!” the bread having been delivered from the 

bakery in Eganville. It has been said that “the richness of life lies in memories forgotten” and isn’t it 

true? It’s good to recall how it used to be. 
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The Wrights (On Lookout Road) 

 Dad was in many facets of the community life.He was probably best remembered in the area as 

Reeve from 1953 untill his deathin 1958; however, he was also active in the Beachburg Fair, a past 

master of theBeachburg Masonic Lodge, an Elder of the Westmeath United Church, and, at the time of 

his death, the serving member for the area on the Ontario Cream Producers Marketing Board in To-

ronto.  

 Dad, in many aspects, was a man before his time, having I believe the first tile drained farm in 

the Twp, a purebread Holstine herd thatwas one of only 2 north of Renfrew that were T.B and Bruce-

locis tested (in the1930's)and designated as free areas enabling the shipment of breeding stock into the 

USA market. In addition to running a hatchery with a TB Tested flock,supplying the area with pure-

bread Barred Plymouth Rock laying hens, he also was a skilled tech in surgically caponizing the male 

chickens with a loss rate of less than 1 percent.  

 In addition to all that, he found time to allow his name to stand as the candidate in two Federal 

Elections in the 1940's.  

 Both Mom and Dad's families were long time residents of the ares. Moms of Irish descent were 

Dougherty/Mitchell and Dads, English and Scottish, /McLean.  

Contributed by John Wright 
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The Coliseum 

Joseph Beach deeded a track of land 73feet by 300 feet in 1963 to the NRAS for the sum of $1.00 in 
order to add to what the NRAS had for the building of an indoor rink. Otherwise this building would 
have interfered with the horse racing. 
For this arena building project, Mr. Neil Briscoe, the Manager of the Ottawa Valley Grain Products 
Ltd. acted as chairman and Mr. B.W.(Bing) Ross, president elect 1965 of NRAS was secretary treas-
urer. 
Modifications  and improvements have been accomplished over the intervening years, thanks to volun-
teers and a generous community. 
The picture below shows more addition being done in 1987. 

 

Tom and Lola Harris 
Tom was Reeve of Beachburg from 1959 –1976 
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Beachburg Pudding 
 

1 tsp. butter 

½ c. white sugar 
1 c. raisins 

½ c. milk 

1 c. flour 
1tsp. soda 
1 tsp. baking powder 
Salt and vanilla to taste 
 Melt butter. Add sugar and raisins. Sift dry ingredients together and add milk. 

 

Sauce: 
1 c. brown sugar 
1 Tbsp. butter 
1 cup boiling water 
Mix sugar, butter and water well 
Pour over batter immediately (Do NOT stir) before putting in oven at 350 to 375 degrees for 
approx. 35 minutes. 

 

This recipe was given to Beachburg resident Linda McCartney- Rueuckwald by a friend from the 
West who had discovered it through a W.I. course.( It has been editor-tested.) 
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Tribute to Bing Ross - sung to tune "My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean” 
June, 1913, was a great month, A month  of elation and joy,  
For 'twas then that the Ross clan did welcome 
Their last child - - a cute   "baby boy” 
Bing Ross, Bing Ross, 
A babe with vigour galore, galore! 
Bing Ross, Bing Ross, 
A babe with vigour galore! 

 

Now Bing was a farm boy for certain, 
On the Sand Bar (Ross Line) he grew strong and fine, 
Then the time came to get him some learnin', 
So to Cartman's — S.S. # 9. 
Bing Ross, Bing Ross, 
A lad with intellect fine, so fine, 
Bing Ross, Bing Ross, 
A lad with intellect fine. 
Then high school in Beachburg and Renfrew Completed Bing's academic career,  
Then he met a gal called Myrtle Kreiger, And he made her his very own "dear".  
They settled on Main Street in Beachburg, A truck business Bing then began,  
With great perseverance and hard work 
Bing soon became a fine business man. 
Bing Ross, Bing Ross, 
A man with trucks always blue, yes blue, 
Bing Ross, Bing Ross, 
A man with trucks always blue. 

 

The Village of Beachburg is lucky So lucky to call Bing our own,  
For a man with more   "spirit of giving" We never, no never have known.  
He has selflessly given his talents To projects , yes, both great and small, Driving  
miles, and   buying equipment,  
And for years coaching our Ladies' ball. 
Bing Ross, Bing Ross, 
The years we played ball were great fun, great fun,  
Bing Ross, Bing Ross,  
Without you it ne'er would have been  done! 

 

As councillor, Bing helped the Village,  
He's committed to church — cuts the grass,  
He supports all worthwhile endeavours,  
His community spirit's first class 
Bing Ross, Bing Ross, 
We thank you and we want to wish, to wish, 
Bing Ross, Bing Ross, 
May your   90th bring much    "HAPPINISH"!!!! 

 

Erma Bennett Johnson June, 2003. 
** Written for Bing's 90th birthday 
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Memories of Dave & Vida Trimble 
 
 Housing Jamieson Travel business but still referred to as the 
Trimble House, the following article testifies to the mark Dave and 
Vida left on the community of Beachburg and surrounding area. 
 

 This is an excerpt taken from a column written by Pat Leo-

nard for the Pembroke Observer and passed on to us by Dave’s 

daughter Heather and husband John Wright. 

 Dave Trimble settled in Beachburg in 1949 and the Ottawa 
Valley became the recipient of an extraordinary person and continues 
to benefit from Dave's community-minded spirit. 
 Dave and his wife of 56 years, Vida, live in a one-storey fash-
ionable brick structure situated on the village's main street; The build-
ing had originally contained three stories, but a fire destroyed most 
of the structure and the Trimbles bought it, removed the shell from 
the two upper floors and rebuilt the main floor which now serves 
as their comfortable home. Dave served in the Second World War 
and is a Korean War Veteran. For a period of time he also was em-
ployed as a civilian at Base Petawawa. His love of music is quite 
evident. he along with the late Doug Lowe were responsible, in 
part. for the formation of the Pembroke Legion Band in the 1950s. 
Dave was seen, on many occasion, playing his trombone or chimes 
with this talented group of Musicians in Pembroke and many parts 
of the Ottawa Valley. At one time he belonged to both the Pem-
broke and Petawawa Legion bands and would drive into Pembroke 
and Petawawa for band practice from his residence in Beachburg, 
on roads, especially in winter, which were quite treacherous. His 
unusual sense of humor and his gifted musical contributions were 
always welcomed by band members. For a short period of time he 
also taught music in Cobden and Eganville schools. Although he 
had no formal training, his wood carvings adorn the homes of admirers in England, Ireland, and most 
parts of Canada. At one time Vida and Dave would attend trade shows in various parts of Ontario to 
display and sell these unique, one of a kind, carvings. I truly believe he gave away more than he ever 
sold. His generosity is beyond belief. 
 His musical contributions for many years to the Lung Association of Renfrew County wore un-
equalled. Along with pianist Jimmy Mayhew, and ably assisted by a group of well trained singers, he 
kicked off the opening ceremonies of the annual Christmas Seal Campaigns at the Pembroke Mall. 
 In the late 1980s, on a charter trip to Ireland, hosted by Emile and Sylvia Giroux of Emerald 
Travel, Dave won the hearts of those he came in contact with from Dublin in the south, to Belfast in the 
north. He also entertained the residents of the Emerald Isle and in the Northwestern town of Ballyshan-
non, his "dancing man", which he had carved for the trip, brought cheers of delight at the Thatch, one 
of Ireland's oldest pubs. Dave was the favorite in a group of 40 or so on this very memorable tour. 
 On Oct. 16, 1993, there was a special evening set aside for Dave and Vida at the Pembroke Le-
gion Hall. Master of ceremonies Glen Andrews called on a number of individuals, representing various 
groups, that the guest of honor had lent his services to from time to time. Tributes flowed from the Ko-
rea Veteran's Association, the Pembroke Horseshoe League, the Pembroke and Petawawa Legion 

One of Dave’s Many Carvings 
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bands; and the Lung Association and the Columbus dramatic Club. 
 Dave was and still is a born actor, and in the 10 or more years he acted in the Irish Plays for the 
Columbus Dramatic Club, he may have been known as Phineas Plunkett, Mr. Brownlee, Elmer Dou-
bleday, Rufus Dwight, Farrell Fanswallow, Captain O'Malley or inspector Ryan. Dave was always ad-
mired by other cast members and his ability to act on any given situation earned him the respect of Ot-
tawa Valley audiences. Whether his part was large or small, he played it to perfection. He was always 
first to learn his lines and always willing to lend a hand to others. Shamrocks. Shellelaighs, and a host 
of other items needed for each production kept this caring individual busy as his carving skills were put 
on overtime.  
 Dave and Vida have two children, five grandchildren, and eight great grandchildren. 
 
Aunt Annie Weedmark 
 
 Lola (Weedmark) Byce shares  the following recall about Annie Weedmark, one of the three of 
the original nine children of Festus and Elizabeth Weedmark who stayed in the Beachburg area.. 
 Aunt Annie preferred to be called Nan, but we children seldom remembered. To us she was al-
ways old, never married and had ideas all her own. She lived in the part of Beachburg known as ‘the 
Hazelton Block’. Wayne Byce’s home and the old fire hall are located there now. Beth Little operated 
“The Craft Shop” in part of the building. She sold gift items, thread, yarn, some clothes and many other 
items too numerous to mention. 
 Aunt Annie was tall, thin and stately. How she ever managed to survive I will never know. She 
sewed dresses and other items for the women in town. She also tried to sell some of the merchandise 
that Dorans’ clothing store in Pembroke couldn’t. She had mannequins to display these items. On a 
counter, hat racks displayed all the finery modern ladies should have. Word has it that a powder puff 
was very conveniently placed behind these hats. Should someone come to the door, a quick brush 
would make Aunt Annie presentable to welcome her patrons. 
 We girls were the recipients of clothes made out of scraps of material garnered from the items 
she made for her patrons. These were generally made from the same pattern (if indeed she had any). A 
yolk of any colour was matched up with material that best suited it. Who received the dress depended 
on the size of the available material. My sister Lorna, being the smaller, was often the winner. 
 Aunt Annie never ventured out in the daylight unless it was to go across to Johnsons’ Store for 
a loaf of bread or to see if she was lucky enough to receive some mail. She was delighted when she re-
ceived a letter from her siblings. 
 Any visits to our house (at the other end of town) were made in the late evening hours. We did 
not relish these visits because we were supposed to be prim and proper for our very important guests. I 
loved to whistle and when she heard me she would recite some of her sayings in order to deter me: A 

whistling man and a crowing hen always come to some sad end; A whistling woman and a jumping 

sheep are the two worst things that man can keep; A whistling woman and a crowing hen are fit for 

neither God nor man. So much for my entertainment skills! 
 Dad would usually have to walk her back down town. He would struggle to help her on with her 
big fur coat and off they went. We would wait patiently for his return before we had to go to bed. 
 In winter Aunt Annie`s old place was `cold as Greenland’. Heavy curtains leading into a small 
sitting room and the same in the kitchen helped a bit. In order to get to her bedroom she had to venture 
out through an old empty, unheated, back shed and up a flight of rickety stairs. The glow of a kerosene 
lamp was all she had to light her way. 
 My older sister Iris was offered music lessons. The teacher at the time was Betty Curry, later 
the wife of George McGregor. These were paid for by Aunt Annie. Like most young folk, Iris didn’t  
pursue this very long. She was Annie’s  favourite as she was her name sake – Iris Anne. I was named 
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after Grandma Briscoe so there weren’t any treats for me! ... 
 Time rolls on and so there eventually was the decision that Aunt Annie could no longer live on 
her own in the cold house in the Hazelton Block. The apartment, all on one floor, that she rented be-
came available when Alton and Cora Salter closed the small apartment (Rainbow Cafe) that Cora had 
opened after she retired from teaching. This afforded Aunt Annie a comfortable place to live for quite a 
few years. We children were happy that we didn’t have to go downtown every Saturday morning to 
help clean her glass lamp chimneys. She would blow into them, holding her hand over the top until the 
time was right, she would hand us a piece of newspaper and we would shine those chimneys until they 
glistened, ready for another week. 
 I used to take her eggs on my weekly deliveries. She saved me newspapers, advising me to lay 
them on the floor when doing my weekly baking. She must have envisioned me a pretty wild gal with 
the flour sieve and rolling pin. I had enough newspapers to set the whole township on fire. Visits to 
Aunt Annie were made as often as my busy life allowed.... 
 Life eventually took Aunt Annie to a nursing home in Pembroke. Upon her death there, al-
though she had always been a strong supporter of the Anglican Church in Beachburg, for some reason 
her funeral was in Beachburg`s United Church... 
 A quote I like is One generation plants the trees, the next one enjoys the shade. This is what we 
are doing when we share our stories and precious memories with others. 
(This is a slightly  edited version of Lola`s writings about her Aunt Annie, originally shared with her 
writing club `The Henscratchers’). 
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Beachburg 1949 Continuation Students 

L. to R. 
Front row: Ralph Price, Lyman Connelly, David Weary, Jimmy Roberts, Glen Johnson, 
Gary McClelland, Eric Stevenson, Clarke Holmes, Sheldon Watchhorn 
Middle Row: Eleanor Dougherty, Edith Dougherty, Lorna Cotnam, Gaye Dunlop, Patsy 
Moore, Shirley Martin, Elaine Johnson, Gladys Robinson 
Back Row: Evelyn Conley, Shirley Teske, Dale McClelland, Marietta Bennie, Lois Weed-
mark, Barbara Weary, Gwen Johnson 
Teacher and Principal: Mrs. Frances Singleton 
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Beachburg  Fair 
(NRAS) Centennial  
Celebration Float 
Pat Burnett, Cora 
Wouda, Eleanor Bur-
nett, Pat Price 
Wilfred Bennett (beside 
float), Pansie Robertson 
and Ozzie Bennett(in 
front) 
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Maurice Chevalier and Family 

L to R.—Heather Trimble, Pat Burnett, Cora Wouda 
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The Rollin’s House and Store 
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The Hazelton Millinery Shop, Beachburg, 1890 
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1993—Official Opening of the Expanded Waterworks 
L to R—Clem White, Art Burnett, David Shields, Phyllis McLeese (Clerk/Treasurer), Vera Johnson, 
Art Jamison (MC), Joseph Beach, Irwin Wilson, Bing Ross, Beulah Wright, Grant Somerville, Bryson 
Buchanan, Frank Campbell 



Beachburg celebrates 175 Years (1835—2010) 

175 

 

1914 
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Autographs;  Addresses and Notes 
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Autographs , Addresses and Notes 


