
 

Lord Strathcona’s Shield for Canadian 

Schools in 1907 

An artifact of the Edwardian Era has been carefully kept in 

the old trunk by an Anderson daughter; Ellie Anderson 

McBride. She as a child  attended Westmeath S.S. 3, on the 

corner of Bromley and Malloy Roads in Westmeath 

Township. 

This heavy wooden oak piece cut in the shape of a shield 

has on its face an elaborate copper plaque commemorating 

Admiral Lord Nelson’s victory at Trafalgar, October 21st, 

1805. The inspirational “England Expects That Every Man 

Will Do His Duty” alongside a bas relief of Nelson’s flagship 

HMS Victory and a bust of Lord Nelson himself. At the upper 

corners are oak leaves and maple leaves.  

“Made of Copper from HMS Victory & Foudroyant; 

presented by Lord Strathcona & Mount Royal through 

British & Foreign Sailors Society for Canadian Schools, 1907, 

E.R.VII”, (King Edward VII), reads the inscription. Then a 

place for a student’s name entitled; “Warden of the Shield 

for this Year” with the Latin “Palman Qui Meruit Ferat.” 

How did such a thing come into rural one-room 

schoolhouses throughout the Empire?  

Lord Strathcona, the Canadian Governor General at the 

time, was a staunch British Colonialist and he was also the 

President of the Canadian branch of the British & Foreign Sailor’s Society. Strathcona saw this as a way to have all Canadian 

school children know the historical significance of the great naval hero Admiral Lord Nelson. This was also a fund-raising 

effort for the Sailor’s Society to the Nelson Centenary Memorial Fund and the Society Secretary Rev. E. W. Matthews was 

making a grand tour of the British Empire.  Newspaper accounts from Montreal, Canada and Wellington, New Zealand, 

tell of his tour publicizing the Fund. 

 



 

The Press, Wellington, New Zealand, Volume LXII, Issue 12674, 12 December 

1906, Page 3. 

                                      The HMS Victory 

 

On 7th May 1765 HMS Victory was floated out of the Old Single Dock in 

Chatham's Royal Dockyard. In the years to come, over an unusually long service, 

she would gain glory and  naval significance leading British fleets in the 

American War of Independence, the French Revolutionary War and the 

Napoleonic War. In 1805 she achieved lasting fame as the flagship of Vice-

Admiral Nelson in Britain's greatest naval victory, the defeat of the French and 

Spanish at the Battle of Trafalgar. 

The restored HMS Victory is now on exhibit and she can be toured at the 

Historic Dockyard at Portsmouth, England.  http://www.hms-victory.com/. 

HMS Foudroyant (1798), (French for thunder and lightning) was an 80-gun third 

rate of the Royal Navy, one of only two British-built 80-gun ships of the period. 

Foudroyant was built in the dockyard at Plymouth Dock and launched on 31 

March 1798. Foudroyant served Nelson as his flagship from 6 June 1799 until 

the end of June 1801. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Foudroyant_(1798) 
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