I 1863

1963

| “"CENTENARY"”

|
j A
I HISTORY

OF




The Winiater's Mesoage

Rev. James Hamilton

A Century of Preacking and Teaching in Beachburg. That's a
hundred years! - a lonn time - from 1863 to 1963.

And what changes have taken place in all that time. We think
of the chair that was kept in the porch of the old church, and how
it was used as a stepping stool when the people arrived for church
in the high buggies of that day. This was coming to church in “the
grand manner”. Would that we could recreate this scene for it was
a common sight in Beachburg in “the good old days".

We would rub our eyes as our grandparents and great grand-
parents would rub their's in amazed disbelief if they could see our
“horseless carriages” and our ships of the air, our television sets, and
all the other marvels.

They would find themselves in an environment to which they did
not belong. But if they were to step into the church, they would find
themselves “at home”.

For here is something that has little changed in a hundred years,
has little changed in nineteen hundred years for that matter. The
pulpit is there, and the preacher, and the people, and all in their usual
places. And the people worship, as they always have, in every genera-
tion, Him who is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

We build upon the past. We carry on where others left off.
Qurs is a goodly heritage, and our fathers built well upon that Sure
Foundation, that one and only Corner Stone. God was their Rock and
their Fortress.

May the came God guide their children and their children’s
children, so that when the children look back a hundred years from
now, they too will say, “our fathers built well, they left us this treasure,
this oriceless thinn that money cannot buy".

Carry on! And the Lord be praised! And have reverence for
your own Temple within your own body, for that is the Temple not
built with hands.



Chlarnch Hiotany

It is the purpose of this book to keep alive for the generacions
to come all that is worthwhile in the history of our church. We have
endeavoured to confine ourselves to that which can be substantiated
in records kept carefully down through the years or on the testimony
of those whose recollections and reminiscences are to be depended upon.

HISTORY 1863 - 1908

While the townships of Ross and Westmeath were fast becoming
settled by 1860 a minister who occasionally came from Perth to hold
services said that there would never be an established church in Beach-
burg as it was too far north. However in 1863 Rev. Hugh Cameron
came as minister and a meeting was held March 13, 1863 in the Town
Hall when John Stewart and Duncan Carmichael from Litchfield were
present by appointment of Presbytery to meet Mr. Cameron and inter-
ested people. Tokens of admiss’on to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper
were granted to thirty people who had formerly been communicants.
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By way of explanation a token was made of lead and it is thought that
the use of these originated in Scotiand. When the meetings were held
in homes and caves the presentation of these verified your Christian
belief, thus prohibiting the entry of soldiers and persecutors. One side
showed a picture of the Last Supper, the other the words, “This do in
remembrance of me”.

On March 16, another meeting of “Kirk Session'" was held and Rev.
Peter Lindsay as well as Peter Carmichael attended. Thrze elders were
elected, Nozh Jackson, John Porteous, Matthew Stevenson, and John
Bennie formerly of Ramsay who had been an elder there was accepted.

On January 15, 1864 the first Communion service was held in St
Andrew’s Church, the first Preshyterian Church in Beachburg. This time
a service of Preparation, later known as Preparatory Service was held
on the Friday Afternoon preceding Communion Sunday at which new
members were received and all communicants granted tokens of admission.
It is noteworthy that for many years there were new members received
at almost every Communion Service. These tokens were presented op
Sunday and the following Monday was observed as a day of Thanksgiving
when divine service was held at 10:00 a.m. In later years a time of prayer
was held by the elders after the Sunday Service,

It is regretable that there are few records of the building of the
first church available. It was constructed on a hill with a cemetery
behind it. The cemetery is still used today though the site of the old
church has been left vacant.
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It was a clapboard building painted white with a small porch over
the front door. A chair was kept in the porch to assist eiderly people
in descending from the high buggies of that day. It was heated by two
box stoves with strings of pipes running the length of the room and
anchored to the ceiling by iron rods. The pulpit was high and you
entered it by climbing several steps. It enclosed a small cupboard under-
neath where the Sunday School books were kept. The pulpit chair, a
plain wooden arm chair with a round seat, is now on the platform of
the present Sunday School room and it is in perfect condition. A few
of the pews were equipped with decors. Light was furnished by coal oi!
lamps and it was a great task to keep them cleaned and filled.

In 1373 more space was needed so it was decided to add 15 feet to
the length and Mr. Comrie's tender to provide timber “at 8 cents per
running feot to be left on the ground” was accepted, Mr. McEwen, the
contractor who had promised to have the work done in May had still
not started on April 29 so the whole matter was reconsidered and it was
unanimously resolved to erect a gallery at the front of the church instead.
Mr. McEwen and Mr. Boulton agreed to build a gallery for “the sum of
$200 with committee to furnish the two beams and have it ready for
plastering in May in a well-finished and workman-like manner”. The
work when finished proved satisfactory except that there was no railing
on the stair. The contractor consented to huild stairs with the congrega-
tion to pay fer balustrade. He was commissioned to finish the tops of
the windows with frames and glass and put a new ridgeboard on the roof,
His bill for these extras was $10.00.

The first caretaker mentioned was Samuel Wright who was paid
$10.00 plus $1.00 per cord for wood. In 1886 Thomas Little was appointed
caretaker at a salary of $35.00 per year; duties to include furnishing wood,
lighting fires, cleaning lamps, cleaning pipes and scrubbing the floor
twice yearly etec.

Shortly after building, a fence was erected between the church and
the cemetery.

The church sheds were East of the church and you entered them
by a large gate. Evidently they were blown down at one time and when
rebuilt any user of stall could purchase one within two weeks of
completion for the price of building. When no longer needed these
sheds were sold by auction to James Findlay and a resolution passed
regarding their removal reads, “Sheds which James Findlay bought are
to be moved without delay as it is the desire of the congregation thal
the grounds composing the site of the old church should be levelled and
made respectable looking”.

The manse then in use is now the residence of Mr. and Mrs.
Randolph Dunlop. In 1877 it was insured for $700.00 in Victoria Mutual
Insurance Company. Ministers residing here were Rev, Hugh Cameron,
Rev. Mr. Christie and Rev. Mr. Campbell.

When Rev. Mr. McNabb came in 1884 the congregation bought the
“brick house known as the Legge house” and while we are not told what
was paid, the amount was not to exceed $900.00. This house is now the
property of Mr. and Mrs. Gerry Eyzenga. In 1201 the repairs needed on
the hecuse would cost $600.00 or more so a decision was made to accept
Mr, Little's offer of his new house, the present manse, for $1800.00 plus
the old manse valued at $1000.00,
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History 1863 - 1908 (Cont’d)

By 1820 there was a general agreement that a new church should
be built as soon as possible not far from the site of the old one if the
ground could be obtained at a price not exceeding $400.00 per acre, but
the present property was purchased from Peter Barr instead, 3/4 of an
acre for $225.00.

Again there seems to be little information available regarding the
building of this church but immediately after buying land trustees
were appointed and a building committee consisting of Robt. Bennie,
A. F. Cameron, Samuel Wright, Thomas Little, James Dougherty, William
Keys, John Brown, John Hazelton, and Archibald Crozier, with Peter
McLaren as treasurer. Jokn Brown was appointed to get plans for the
church building. A committee was authorized to procure 5 or 6 cords
of good stone. This was found at Meath and when needed men of the
congregation drew it with horses and wagons. The corner stone was laid
by The Rev. Dr. Chiniquy a Roman Catholic priest who had been con-
verted to the Protestant faith, and inside were placed a communion
token, a coin of the day. a copy of the Presbyterian Record and a copy
of the Pembroke paper. Father Chiniquy was also present the next June
and at a church service baptized many babies, several of whom are still
living and attending the church. Red plush covered pulpit chairs were
used and Mrs. McNabb covered the pulpit with red plush,

“Tke sheds were to be clapbeard and painted dark red, roof tarred
and fourdation underpinned with stones, cost not to exceed $20.00 per
stali”. Archie Camercn (of A. & L. Cameron merchants) loaned the
money to build them.

St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church when it was dedicated, 1892,

On Jan. 26th, 1892 the last meeting was held in the old church,
and the new church opened on Jan. 31, 1892. On this day Rev. E. Scott
editor of the Preshyterian Record preached morning and afternoon and
Rev. Dr. Campbell of Renfrew in the evening.
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In February of the same year at a special meeting of the congrega.
tion the committee reported through John Brown thail church and sheds
had been completed at a cost of over $7000.00 and all of this was provided
for except about $250.00 This amount was almost all subscribed by those
at the meeting so the debt on the church was paid at once.

In June a dinner was held in the fair grounds and meals served
under the grandstand and cotton was tacked above the tables to keep
dust and dirt from falling on the food. Facilities for serving meals were
very meager indeed, the only cooking utensils being large coolers, to boil
potatoes. The hams were brought all ready cooked and there was no
shortage of food as it was brought by the tubful - no designated amounts
stated. There were wild strawberry pies and one woman who was a child
at the time can still remember having a piece of pie. For these memories
we are especially indebted to some of our older members particularly
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Brown and Mrs. H, Comrie.

By 1203 some changes had to be made in the heating system and in
1905 the congregation purchased a lamp for lighting outside the church,
In 1907 some of the church lamps were leaking and needed repairing.

Through the pages of minute books run the name of Comrie, Crozier,
Robertson, Dougherty, Little, Cameron, Mclean, Wright, Stevenson,
Brown, MclLaren, Bennie, Croskey, Barr, Buchanan, McLellan and many
others.

These items are interesting and it is mest unfortunate that <o little
is known of accomplishments of these early days, and yet the history
of the church is written not only in building and financial progress but
in the hearts and lives of men. The present generation has need to be
humbly grateful to the pioneers of this congregation and to the ministers
and also to the ministers’ wives who served with dedication and devotion.

The session then carried a great responsibility, Quite often the
Preshbytery sent out questions to be answered on the State of Religion
of the Congregation and these they answered to the “best of their ability”
sometimes finding things that were encouraging.

Members who stepped aside from the path of virtue were cited
to appear before the session and if they proved unrepentant their names
were removed from the roll, though reinstated later if they showed them-
selves worthy.

An interesting matter was brought up at one meeting when Rev.
Mr. Christie said that he had baptized two babies and neither set of
parents were members of the church . The minutes read as follows: “The
solemn nature of the ordinance having been duly set forth to all the
parties, all having been examined as for advancement to church privileges
and having pledged themselves to connect with the church on the first
suitable occasion, the minister felt justified in administering the ordinance
in the peculiar circumstances”. The session approved his action. There
was also a case where they were puzzled as to whether or not to ad-
minister baptism and referred the case to Presbytery but the circum-
stances and decision are not recorded.

The congregation contributed to many different causes: French
Evangelization, Lumbermans' Mission, Manitoba College, Kingston College.
the education of a boy in India, erection of churches along the Canadian
Pacific Railway. They contributed to the building of a church in Mattawa
and Chalk River, and sent a contribution to help build a new manse in
Eganville after the old one had been burned,
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History 1863 - 1908 (Cont’d)

In 1903 the congregation was asked for the first time to bow in
a moment of silent prayer after the pronouncing of the benediction, and
in 1205 Communion Cards were approved but for a time both cards and
tokens were used.

Some items that might be of interest taken from the old account books:

Balance from other book $11.85
John Hazelton repairing stocve pipes 20
Nails 28
22 feet of nlank A4
Coal 0Oil .80
1879 - For broom and lamp chimney .60
Entry on March 11, 1883 - “stormy day - no collection taken”

At another time the canvassers were to get all money possible and any
who couldn’t pay at once could bring contribution on fair day.

Ministers who kave gone from this Church:
Katherine McNabb married a medical missionary and went to India.

Mr. MacBarr — Baotist ministry

Mr. Stewart Blackburn — Preshyterian ministry

Mr. Robt. Robertson — Standard Church

Mr. James McLean — presently Salvation Army

Mr. Morris Pettiagrew — Pentecostal Minister

Mr. R. Alex Cameron — United Church Ministry

A. G. Cameron (son of Rev. Mr. Hugh Cameron) — Presbyterian

Rev. Hugh Cameron is buried in Beachburg and Rcss and Beachburg
erected a monument.

The Choir about 1925
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CHURCH HISTORY 1909- 1963

In 1911 a jubilee celebration was held in loving memory of Rev,
H. Cameron. The sum of twenty dollars was sent to Rev, A. G, Cameron
son of Rev. Hugh Cameron, to attend the function,

A yearly anniversary was to be held in January., At a later date
this was changed, first to March and then May. Aid was sent from
this church to Eganville after the Presbyterian church there had been
destroyed by fire,

On Feb. 5, 1912 a letter on systematic giving was received from
Rev. Currie, convenor of the Presbytery committee, Seven hundred and
nine dollars was decided as the amount for the budget for the coming
year. At this time, too, a contribution to the Cottage Hospital, Pembroke
was granted. In 1912 Mr. A. E. Cameron was appointed to go in June
to Winnipeg to the General Assembly. For the first time individual
communion cuns were used.

In 1914 Mr. Becker was made choir leader and Miss Hazelton was
engaged again as organist at ninety dollars a year with four weeks
vacation. An anniversary entertainment and Christmas tree was held
on New Years' eve in the Orange Hall for the children of the Sunday
School. In December of 1915 a Bible Study Class was begun as the
prayer meeting heretofore was nct very successful. In the same year
a Sunday School entertainment was held. The proceeds were to be given
to some outside charity organization. An appeal for food and clothing
in Rev. Mr. Weod's time, was met with a stupendous response. Ths
Children's Shelter was the recipient of these donations.

Mr. Little was appointed to go to General Assembly in Montreal.

A District Meeting of the W.M.S., Westmeath, Beachburg,
and Roche Fondu, 1908
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The Methodist Church History 1859 - 1925

In the early church life of Beachburg one hears of the Episcopal
Methodist body in 1859. Later it is found they were served by the follow-
ing clergymen: Revs, Betts, D. Brill, Badgeley, Sanderson, Ferguson,
Robinson, D. Smith, S. Duprau, T. Rickards, and W. Bass. A church was
built in 1864 by the Wesleyan Methodist congregation. They were served
for years by ministers posted at Westmeath. Among them were Rev.
Tomblin, J. Howes, J. Simpson, George Washington was the first resident
minister in Beachburg followed by Rev. W. Craig, Rev. J. Follick and
Rev. W. Peck.

The two churches united in 1884 and were called the Methodist
Church of Canada.

The first minister after Union was Rev. W, Knox, followed by Car}
Allun and William Wells, J. Haylock, John Tredrea, and W. A. Hanna.
Rev. Knox returned for a second term followed by A, M. Delong, G. W.
Snell, J. H. Murray, G. Mossofr, J. B. Robinson, John Hurst, S. N
Maxwell and G. A. Reobinson. In 1925 the Methodists and Presbyterians
united to become The United Churck of Canada.

St. Andrew’s United Church History

In 1925 during Rev. Mr. McVey's time came church union between
the Presbyterian and Methodist bodies, Since that time these two have
worshipped in St. Andrew's United Church. Those not in favour of the
Union worshipped in the Town Hall where sixty-three years before, Rev
Hugh Cameron had held his first services prior to the building of the
first church. On August 16, 1925 the new elders were chosen by the
congregation. J. W. Brown, Peter Comrie, John A. Brown, Arthur Griese.
James A. Beach and Thomas H. Collins were ordained at the morning
service.

St. Andrew's held its 97th anniversary on May 29, 1950 at 11 a.m.
and 8 p.m., the guest speaker being Rev. Howard Dickenson of Trinity-
St. Andrew's United Church, Renfrew.

Rev. Howard J. Veals ministered in our church from 1852 ts 1960.
This was Mr. Veals' first charge in Canada after 31 years as a missionary
in China,

Since Church Union and Mr. McVey's occupation of the pulpit from
Jan. 1921 - June 1927, the following ministers were active in our church:-

Rev. W. H. Higrs July 1927 to July 1938
Rev. E. J. Robertson July 1938 to June 1942
Rev. H. S. Cook= June 1942 to Ju'v 1950
Rev. F. W, Newe!l July 1950 to June 195°
Rev. H. J. Veals Dec. 1852 to July 1960

Rev. James Hamilton is ministering to us at the present time and
will have completed three years in July 1963,

Since 1925 the church has experienced steady growth and progress.
The church building has been enlarged, missionary efforts increased, ana
in Young People's and Sunday Sckool Work a deepened interest has been
aroused. This gives stronn hooe for the future.
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Ttke Sunday School

Bang Kum Ja, a Korean girl,
adepted by our Sunday School.

The first Sunday School was organized when Rev. Hugh Cameron
was minister and children of all denominations were welcomed,

The session made sure that hymn books were always available
for the pupils, and at one time thought it advisable to hold an examina-
tion in the Sunday School and give prizes. The subject to be chosen by
the session and teachers,

One entry notes that 100 copies of the Shorter Catechism were
purchased and 50 copies per month of the Childrens' Record to be given
to the children.

Another entry states, “A digest of Presbytery Convention on the
Sunday School was given at two separate diets of public worship”.

The Preshyterian fathers set great store by books and wvery early
there was a library and at one meeting it was agreed to take the $30.00
from the Sunday School Festival to add books to the library. Librarians
have been faithful in taking charge of books. When the library was
contained in a cupboard or book shelf in a corner of the Sunday SchoOi
room, W. F. Weedmark took care of it. Now a room is set aside and
Mrs. Wilma Johnson handles the books. Mrs, A. Davison, Miss Leona
Barr, and Mrs. John W. Brown have served as librarian,

Mr. Matthew Stevenson was the first Sunday School superintendent
and there is no record of his successor. Then A. F. Cameron took over
the pesition followed by the present superintendent Mr. Thomas Cameron.

During the years many have given of their time and talents to the
work of the Sunday School and all cannot be credited here. James Bennie
and Matthew Pettigrew gave long service as secretary, and now Edwin
Galbraith assisted by Jehn McGregor is in charge,

(Continued on page 12)
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Rev. Hugh Cameron Rev. Alex Campbell Rev. W..\-'I. Christie
Mar, 1863 - Mar. 1873 July 1873 - Feb. 1877 Nov. 1877 - Oct. 1833

Rev. E. G. Robb . Rev. C. Haughton Rev. T. A. Woods
April 1907 - Dec. 1929 Nov. 1910 - April 1916 Oct. 1816 - Aun. 1920

1

Rev, Ernest Robertson Rev. H. Selwyn Cooke Rev. Franfl W. Newel!
July 1938 - June 1942 June 1942 - July 1950 July 1950 June 1952

"Rev. R. McNab
Jan. 1884 - Nov. 1901

Rev. R, Wilson McVey
Jan. 1921 - June 1927

Rev. Howard J, Veals
Nov. 1952 - July 1960

Rev. A. D, Menites
Mar. 1902 - Oct. 1906

Rev. William nggs
July 1927 - July 1938

Rev. James Hamilton
Julv 1960 -



THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

(Continued from Page Nine)

While Mr. Wood was minister Christmas trees were used at New
Years and gifts sent rather than received. Cans of fruit, clothing, candy,
even a quarter of beef, and a sacrificial contribution from the congrega-
tion, were given to a children’s shelter and Point Aux Trembles school.

At one time Miss Clara Hazelton was organist for the Sunday Schoo!
as well as Church services and also taught a Sunday School class. In
more recent years many of the older Sunday School teachers were in
charge of the music.

There has been a cradle roll for years and Mrs. Lorne Davidson
is the nresent secretary,

The staff appreciates the re-decorating and the improvement made
in the Sunday School rooms in the past few years. The Sunday Schooi
has maintained a good attendance and the offering has heen generous.

The children, as well as members of the congregation, bring used
stamps and from the sale of these help is given to mission work.

Last fall the Sunday School pupils and staff adopted Bang Kum Ja,
a 5 year old Korean girl who will start school in Korea this year.

Children’s Party at the Manse about 1923

Page Twelve

THE BIBLE CLASS

A vital part in the life of any church is the adult Bible Class.
No records have been kept of these activities so that any information
is totally from memory,

In the Methodist Church the class was under the leadership of
Edgar O'Brien who later moved to Pembroke and Mr. John Griese was
in charge. At tke time of the union the leader was Mr. T. H. Collins and
ke carried on his activities as assistant teacher in the United Church.

In the Presbyterian Church the Bible Class was usually the respon-
stbility of the minister. However during the ministry of Rev. Mr, Haughton
thke Bible Class was under the very able leadership of Mr. Charles Becker
who was teaching in the Beachburg school at the time. Under his in-
spiration the ciass grew until it included the majority of th2 congregation.

Since that time the Bible Class has continued intermittently untii
the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Frank Newel, when, under the sponsorship
of Mrs. Newel, the class was organized with Mrs, Jos. Beach as teacher.
After about two years of service, due to ill health she relinquished her
responsibilities, and the class was taken over by the present leader, Mr.
Alan Cameron.

The Class is cocmprised of all ages from babes in arms to those over
eighty years of age. During the past few years several members have
left the class to b2come Sunday School teachers of the Junior Classes.

Promotion Sund-v
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THE HISTORY OF
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH CHOIR

Music has always been an important part of worship in St. Andrew’s
United Church. Since church union in 1925 and before that, the separate
Methodist and Presbyterian churches were worthily served by excellent
choirs,

The following account of the Methodist choir may not be complete
because of the loss of the church records in a fire. When the new
Methodist Church was built in 1891 a new organ was purchased. This
organ required a small boy to pump it while the organist, Mrs. Hugh Dunn
played. After many years' service, Mrs. Dunn was followed as organist
by Mrs. Bill Dunn, Miss Anne Beach and later by Miss Liza May Collins.

In 1914 the organist was Miss Irene Beach wha was aided by a
nineteen member choir. Following Miss Irene Beach was Ve-a Beach
who in turn was succeeded by Alma Weedmark, Mrs, Hurst, the minister's
wife, and finally, Miss Viola Scctt. At the unien of the Methodist ant
Presbyterian churches, Miss Scott was retained as organist for St.
Andrew's United Church.

In 1863 when the Presbyterian Church was formed in Beachburg,
the importance of music was stressed. However, at this time there is
no mention of a choir, In 1883, the congregation wvoted on the question
of purchasing an organ. The result of that vote was 53 in favour of the
purchase and 28 against. An organ was obtained and it is recorded that
it “appeared to be satisfactory".

The Junior Choir, 1960
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The first organist was Mrs. Sam Wright, and the precentor (choir
leader) was Duncan Cameron who set the pitch with a tuning fork.
Following Mrs. Wright as organists were Miss Bella Little, Mrs. McNabb.
and Miss Bella Wright. In 1896 Miss Clara Hazelton at the age of sixteen
became organist. She was re-engaged in 1897 at an annual salary of
fifty dollars, and served as crganist for at least two more terms.

The congregation showed their appreciation to the choir on Jan. 16,
1600 by giving them complimentary tickets to the tea meeting. At this
time a committee from the Session met with the choir o discuss a change
in the seating arrangement of the choir loft. After an evangelistic
service in 1912, new Alexander Hymn Books were purchassd at 30 cents
each. In 1917 Mr. Becker was appointed choir leader, and morz hymn
books were ordered.

After church union in 1925, Miss Viola Scott was retained as organist
for St. Andrew’s United Church. In 1927, 21 choir gowns and caps werc
purchased, and Mr. W. H. Beach was instructed to provide a suitable
wardrobe for them, One dozen hymn books with music were purchased
for the ckoir =2t this time.

A new Hammond organ was purchased by the choir in 1953, and in
1654 a junior choir was organized. Two years later, material was bought
and gowns were made for the junior choir. In 1959 new gowns for the
senior choir were purchased to replace those bought in 1927,

Since church union in 1925, the organists have been Miss Viola
Scott (Mrs. Earl Johnson), Miss Betty Brown, Miss Clara Hazelton, and
Mrs. Mack Fynn (nee Betty Brown) who is church organist at present.

The Senior Choir, 1960
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The Y.P.U. from 1921-1963

Early records of the Y.P.U. reveal that it was already established
in 1921 under Rev. R. W. McVey as leader. Items of interest from 1921 -
1933 included a play under the leadership of Mrs. W. R. Reynolds. The
cast of the first act was Lizzie Black, Annie Barr, Doris Beach, and lrene
Davidson. Some other actors were Bertha Blackburn, Olive Black, and
Clayton Mathieson. “The Pill Box" was another play and it was taken
to other villages. Another interesting item was a debate to resolve “That
the Eastern Section of Canada was a better place to live in than the
Western Section”. Some of the debaters were Thomas Cameron, lvan
Crozier, and Edna Paopin.

From the years 1933 - 1938 some of the leaders were Pearl Dunfield,
Jean Crozier, Mrs. Oliver Martin, and Rhoda Fuller. In 1934 the Y.P.U.
started its first Easter service which was usually held on Good Friday
night. At that time there was a membershio of at least eighty. The
members were invited to a skating party in Westmeath and it required
three or four sleigh loads to take them,

During the years 1939 - 1958 some of the leaders were Mr. and Mrs.
Ralph Jarvis, Dr. and Mrs. Barry, Basil Ross, Betty Brown, Mr. and Mrs.
Laurence McKay, Marion Reynolds, Barbara and Betty Harris, Marietta
Bennie, Lois Weedmark, Lerna Cotnam, Murray Brown. In 1£54 under
the guidance of Rev. Mr. Vea's the Y.P.U. began Easter Sunrise Services.

In 1959 the Y.P.U, changed its name to Hi-C. Some of the leaders
from 1¢59 _ 1963 were Grace Beach, Margo Maclellan, Cairine Teske,
Eleanor Burnett, Robert Price, Peter Trimble, Richard Collins and Mary
Johnson.

"The Woman’s Association',
now “The Unitad Church Women”’

The pesent organization of women within The United Church of
Canada is known as “The United Church Women" and came into being
in 1961,

This organization was formed through the amalgamation of the
many societies of women within the church. Among these societies was
the Woman’'s Association of St. Andrew’s United Church, Beachburg.

The Ladies’ Aid Societies of St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church and
the Methodist Church had united to become the “Woman's Association”
of St. Andrew's United Church.

It is regretted that little information concerning the Methodist
Ladies’ Aid Society is available as records were destroyed by fire
However, it is known that the members directed their efforts towards.
the upkeep and improvement of their church and parsonage and when
they disbanded, a substantial sum of money was donated towards the
upkeep of the cemetery.
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The Ladies’ Aid Seciety of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church was
organized on January 4, 1909. The following was the constitution of
this Society:

Name: This Society shall be called the Ladies’ Aid Society
of St. Andrew’s Church, Beachburg.

Membership: An effort shall be made to have all members and ad-
herents of good standing join the Ladies' Aid Society,

Aim and Object: Each member shall pay at least 10 cents monthly -
the funds to be used on church and manse property,
Society shall supervise all social gatherings of the
congregation.

Officers: The officers shall be President, Vice-President, Sec-
retary and Treasurer. The Ladies’ Aid shall hold no%
less than four meetings during the year,

Mrs. John Bennie was the first president. There were 53 members
who worked earnestly in their endeavours to raise funds for the main-
tenance and improvement of the manse and church property.
lce ¢ eam szcials, church suppers, congregational suppers, “tea meetings”
provided the means of raising these funds and contributed to the social
life and fellowshin of the church.

Many interesting items come to light in the minutes of this Ladies’
Aid Society through the years. To name a few: Individual Communion
Service was obtained; trees were planted around the church: equipment
was purchased for the kitchen; a piano was donated to the Sunday School;
furnishines were provided for Sunday School rooms: music was bought
for the chaoir,

An extract from the minutes of one of the final meetings of the
Ladies’ Aid Seciety summarizes the spirit whicn inspired these dedicated
women: “A report of the year's work was then read by the secretary
which showed the usual interest in all the different activities of the church
and that every appeal made had been cheerfully responded to”.

After church union, the name “Ladies’ Aid"” remained until Decem-
ber 1929 whken the constitution of the Woman's Association and the name
Woman's Association of St. Andrew’s United Church came into being.

The members remained constant in their aim to improve and main-
tain church property and the manse. The fruits of their efforts can be
seen in th=2 present beautifully renovated church auditorium, the tastefully
furnished church parlour and vestry, the convenient, well-equipped
kitchen and lavatories, and the newly decorated basement for the use
of the Sunday Scheol, and the comfortable manse,

The Woman's Association made other contributions for the benefit
of the church congregation, e.q., the purchase of a new piano for the
church parlour, a donation for new choir gowns, contributions to the
Sunday School Library and flowers for special occasions.

The United Ckurch Women will endeavour to carry on this fine
tradition,
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Beachburg W.M.S., now Unit 2 of the U.C.W.

The first “Woman’s Forzign Missionary Scciety” was held in St
Andrew’s United Church, Beachbura on Sept. 21, 1857. Mrs. McKenzie,
president of The Preshyterial of The Foreign Missionary Society helperd
to organize it. The first president was Mrs. James Condie. The member-
ship fee was 25 cents, and the meetings were held on the second Thursday
of each maonth.

About the year 1907 p'ans were being made to amalgamate Foreign
and Home Mission Societies.

In 1903 a branch was organized in “Roche Fondu”, and for a time
there was also a branch en the Pembroke Road, later it joined with
Beachburag.

In 1898 Miss Margaret O'Hara, a missionary from India, spoke in
Pembroke, and many from the W.M.S, attended. In May of 1908 a social
was held, the admission charge being 15 cents. If you tcok ice cream
you paid extra for it.

In June of 1920 the Missionary Convention was held in Beachburg.
Miss Margaret O'Hara and Principal R. O. Miichell were the speakers.

The first missionary booklet was entitled “The Glad Tidings”, later
it became “The Missionary Messenger”, and at time of union it became
“The Missionary Menthly”. It is now part of “The United Church Ob-
server” and a section of this cfficial magazine of the United Church is
known as “The United Church Woman”.

Beachbura W.M.S. about 19230

In May 1940 a Rally was held in Beachburg, the price of the full
course meal being 35 cents.

Mite boxes were first used in 1600 and sincs then Heme Helpers
have contributed to the funds.

In war time the W.M.S. cooperated with the local branch of the
Red Cross by sewing, knitting, packing ditty bags, writing letters, and
sending booklets to soldiers,
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Papers and books were collected and sent to missionaries, and help
was given to the local Sunday School Library. The C.G.L.T., The Mission
Band and the Baby Band were also helped.

Preshyterian women joined forces with the Methodist women on
Jan. 26, 1926. During the years they have held and attended many rallies,
held candle-light services, observed the yearly “Day of Prayer"”, had
missionary speakers, and had a special congregational gathering before
Miss Pearl Anderson left as a missionary to Korea.

In January 1962, the afternoon W.M.S. became known as Unit 2
of The United Church Women,

Roche Fondu Woman's Missionary Society,
now Unit 1 of the U.C.W.

Sixty years ago at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Comrie (where
Hugh Comrie now resides) the Roche Fondu Woman's Missionary Society
was organized by Rev. A. D. Menzies and Mrs. Menzies of the Presbhy-
terian Church, Beachburg, assisted by Mrs. Jack Dougherty. The W.M.S.
was composed of tweo groups, Home Missions and Foreign Missions,
The members met monthly.

Once a year they held a joint meeting with the Beachburg and
Westmeath Societies, when one of the three played host tc the others.
The charter members were President Mrs. John Stevenson, Secretary
Mrs, Robert Comrie, Mrs. Malcolm Blackburn, Mrs. Peter Comrie, Mrs.
James Barr, Mrs. Rcbert Bennie. Mrs. John Comrie, Mrs. John P.
Robertson, Mrs. Duncan Robertson, Mrs. James Robertson, Mrs, John
Robinson, Mrs. Roly Grant, Mrs. Peter MclLaren, Mrs. James MclLaren,
Mrs. William Mathieson, Mrs. James Hawthorne, Mrs, Angus Barr, Mrs
Herb. Co~mrie, Mrs. Thomas H. Co!lirs, Mrs. Joseph Farnell, Mrs. Robert
Blackburn.

Many members have been added from year to year. In war time
the W.M.S. worked through the Red Cross, sewing and knitting for the
soldiers. A Missicn Band wezs formed for a number of years and was
given help and guidance by members of the W.M.S. A Baby Band was
formed and continued until a year afo.

In 1957 the Roche Fondu W.M.S. was joined by the Roche Fondu
Evening Auxiliary members who adopted the name of the older society.
The Roche Fondu Moonbeam Mission Circle was organized in Now, 1927
in S5t. Andrew's United Church, Beachburg by Mrs. Carl Price the Pres-
byterial Secretary of Mission Circles with advisory President Mrs. Duncan
Comrie, President Mrs. Robert McLaren, Vice-President Miss Orma Buch-
anan, Secretary Miss Beulah Dougherty, Treasurer Miss Mary Comrie,
Pianist Miss Mattie Collins who has held this office for 22 years. January
1661 saw the Missicn Circle advance to the status of Roche Fondu Evening
Auxiliary.

1962 saw the amalgamation of all the societies in the United Church
of Carada, so the Roche Fondu WMS is now known as Unit 1 cf the ucw,

The accomplishments of the Roche Fondu W.M.S. and its followers
are vividly imprinted on the tapestry of the past while Unit 1 of the
U.C.W. places a firm foot on the threshold of the future.
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The Beachburg Mission Circle, now Unit 4 of the U.C.W.

On May 3, 1935 a meeting was held at the home of the late Mrs.
James R. Davidson for the purpose of organizing a Mission Circle. Several
members of the Beachburg W.M.S, were present and conducted devotional
exercises. Mrs. Bruce Gordon of Chalk River, Presbyterial Secretary
of the Mission Circles, addressed the meeting, outlining the aims, organ-
ization, and work of the Circle.

At this meeting the following officers were elected: President
Mrs. Eric Weedmark, Vice-Pres, - Margaret Bennie (now Mrs. T. Martin
of Pembroke), Secretary - Miss Grace Mathieson (now Mrs, Clarence Orr
of Cobden), Treasurer - Mrs. Percy Rollins.

During 1935 the membership reached thirty-one. The late Mrs. Wm.
Little was appointed advisory president of the circle. Later this group
became known as the Evening Auxiliary until in Feb. 1962 it became
Unit 4 of the U.C.W. with Mrs. Denzil Rollins as chairman. The meetings
are held on the second Tuesday of each month, At present there is 2
membership of twenty-two,

The Unit is proud to report that one of its members, Mrs., Denzi!
Rollins holds the office of the first President of the Renfrew Presbyteria!
of the U.C.W.

The Alpha Evening Auxiliary, now Unit 3 of the U.C.W.

The Alpha Evening Auxitiary was organized on Feb, 1, 1246 by tho
minister of St. Andrew's United Church, Rev. H. S. Cooke, assisted hy
Mrs. Joseph Beach and the late Mrs. Wm. Reynolds, at the home o
Mrs, Owen Kidd,

It was Mr. Cooke who ckose the name Alpha. The first executive
elected consisted of Mrs. Thomas Broome, president; Mrs. Wm, Johnson,
secretary; and Mrs Herb. Martin, treasurer. There were 14 members the
first year, and later, membership rose to a high of 22

Delegates from the Alpha attend the Presbyterial each year. In
1953 the Alpha delegate was awarded first prize for a scrap book compiled
by Mrs. Herb. Martin.

The work of the Alpha consists of letters and gifts sent to
missionaries, sending “Care” parcels and bales of clothing overseas.
Every Christmas, boxes of fruit are given to the sick and shut-ins o*
the community. The allocation has always been more than met.

Thke Alpha holds twelve monthly meetings a year, and has a picnic
for members and their families in July,

Money for the projects is raised by catering to suppers and weddings,
bake sales, birthday fees, and a regular collection.

On Jan. 11, 1262 the Alpha united with the U.C.W. and is known
now as Unit 3 of the U.C.W.
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~COURTESIES-

We express our thanks to the Anniversary committee who laid the
plans for this book and for the celebration of this historic Centenary
of St. Andrew’s United Church. The committee comprises the following:
Clayton Mathieson, chairman, Mrs. Art. Burnett, Alan Cameron, Russell
Collins, Versil Collins, Eric Stevenson. We are grateful to the following
who compiled the historic data: Miss Susie Cameron, Mrs. Harry Ashley,
Russell Collins, Tom Cameron, Alan Cameron, Eric Stevenson, Mrs. Versil
Collins, Mrs. Claude White, Mrs. Alton Salter, Mrs. Wm. Johnson, Miss
Beth Little, Mrs, Basil Ross, Rev. James Hamilton. We are grateful as
well to all those who turned in pictures for the perusal of the committee.

A hearty welcome is extended to our guest preacher, the Rev.
Norman Coll, 0.B.E., M.A., B.D., D.D. of Ottawa. Mr, Coll was minister
of Parkdale United Church, Ottawa for over thirty years, and is at present
Sec-Treas. and Director of Church Extension for the Ottawa Presbytery.



