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The University of Calgary in Alberta and the University of Laval in
Quebec City, have joined forces to digitize important local historic
materials and books so they are available to us all.

Evelyn Moore has done an excellent job of researching the schools of
Historic Westmeath Township and you can go to no more an
authoritative source for information about the various public and
separate schools.

You can read the full book, chapter by chapter, at:
http://www.ourroots.ca/e/toc.aspx?id=4361

Mrs. Price’s section on Education is copied here to augment this
“Schools” section of this website.
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Education

From the [lirst Westmeath Township Council minutes beginning in
16837, there is an entry of the establishment of local government but it
was 1849 before the development of the educational system began to
emerge. That year the first Municipal and Common School Act of Up-
per Canada was passed and Westmeath was united with the Townships
of Stafford and Pembroke and continued to be so for one year.

Before the Public School was passed in 1850, Westmeath Township
has settled in groups and each settlement had its own small school. An
arrangement was made whereby one of the settlers taught for part of
the vear and each family contributed toward paying a small salary.
After the Public School Act was passed these three townships passed a
by-laww appointing Rev. Andrew Melville, minister of Calvin
Presbyterian Church, Pembroke, as Superintendent of Common
Schools. His salary was seven pounds, ten shillings annually. The
Council at this period was Reeve Alexander Moffat, Pembroke; John
Robertsan, was Clerk, Beachburg, and the Councillors were a represen-
tative body — David Beach, Beachburg; Henry Bromley, Westmeath:
James Rowan and Christopher O'Kelly of Pembroke.

At a Westmeath Council meeting on August 21, 1852, more
developments occurred with the municipality of Westmeath divided in-
lo eight school sections. On motion one person was appointed by Coun-
cil in each section who would be responsible for calling the first
meeting in each of these newly formed school sections, Trustees and
other officers were to be chosen accordingly.

David Pennock was appointed for Section No. 1; Henry Bromley, for
Section No. 3; Thomas Landon, Section No. 4; Henry Sherman, for Sec-
lion No. 7; and William Costello for Section No, 8. Each of the Coun-
cillors were acting in the other four Sections. This was a wise distribu-
lion measure as the Councillors were John Buchanan, Hugh Hamilton,
John Wright and George Williams,

As the population grew, there was a further division from time to
time to establish seven more school sections. Later there was
amalgamation into Township School Areas until 1969 when the Ren-
frew County Board of Education was established and School Sections
passed out of existence. Data on these small schools has been research-
ed and their history has been recorded in chronological order.
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S.S. No. 1, Westmeath

This is one of the oldest and largest school sections in the lownship,
The first school site was purchased on October 18, 1852 for the sum of
seven pence, half penny (15 cents) from John Moare, Perretton, and
was located on Lot 24, North Front A. He was a brother of the first set-
tler, William Moore Sr., who arrived here in 1836, It was well-known
throughout Renfrew County as Moore's School, being a familiar name
among the polling places in all elections.

The first school was situated at the junction of the Pembroke-
Beachburg road and the northern end of the Indian road which was
known in the early 1800's as part of the Stoqua Portage used by the In-
dians when coming overland from Muskrat Lake to the Otiawa River, A
log school was erected there. Later it was replaced by a larger frame
building with much larger windows. The desks were double and attach-
ed to the rough unpainted pine floor. During the winter months,
seasonal attendance showed a remarkable advance with possibly 50
students atlending, which necessitated three students silting on one
seat. The teacher's salary was a mere pittance and the teacher “boarded
round™ among the neighbours, possibly staying a month in each home.

In the belfry hung a bell and its clear tones would summon the
students to class from the nearby woods. In later years its use was
discontinued and a small hand bell was used to remind students of
resumption of classes.

A new school site was purchased in 1928 from Henry Robinson and a
brick school was built on Cushing's Hill by the contractors — Estate of
Walter Beatty, Pembroke. It was built for $5,000. Possibly the men on
the local school board had never studied town planning but they had
the foresight to have this school built on a direct line with Grace United
Church, Perretton. It was situated a short distance east of the new
school. It was a decided contrast to its predecessor, as it was equipped
with an individual seating arrangement, but the teacher’s desk — knee
hole type — was brought from the former school and was still utilized in
the modern brick building. Slate blackboards were a big improvement
and as time went on purchases were made of a victrola, a radio and a
piano.

A built-in bookcase provided adequate library space. There was hot
air furnace — a big contrast to the huge box stove stoked with wood and
inadequately supplying heat to the one room, Hydro came to this area
in 1949 and electric lights were installed which conformed to the re-
quirements of the Department of Education. The next vear a well was
dug and a water system added with sinks and taps on the main floor
and basement.

The old red clapboarded frame school was sold to Percy Moore in
1928 and he converted it into a double garage and workshop. The porch
was sold to Edward Wright for a separator house and Hector Robinson
purchased the school woodshed.

The first secretary-treasurer of this school was William Moore. Jf
and was succeeded by his son, John B. Moore until 1939. Frank W-
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S.5. No. 1 Wesimcath. Perretton School - 1880. Gentleman in porch

photographer's assistant. ath row - Susan Smith, Thomas Folleck (teacher)

Margaret Moore, 3rd row - William Thompson, Ida McCracken,; Eliza Jane
Russell, Christena McCracken, Eleanor Moore, Agnes Robinson, Frances

Curry, Ellen Curry. 2nd row - Ephriam Curry, Nelson Pennock, Isaac Smith,
Abraham Moore, Graham Robinson, James Russell, two Miss Follecks, Har-
rict Moore, Mary Pennock, Maud Sullivan. 1st row - John Boisvert, John

Robinson, Alfred Smith, James Smith, John B. Moare, Arunah Cushing, Lois

Pennock, Martha Moore, Elizabeth Moore, Elizabeth Thompson, Sarah Jane
Sullivan, Sarah Pennock.
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Cook became this official until his son, Francis |. Cook was appointed,
followed by Mrs. Joseph McLaughlin and Mrs. Barry Derouin.

Among the teachers who instilled learning into the young minds of
Perretton folk were H. W. Perrett, Thomas Folleck, Misses Mary
Wright, Margaret Smith, Lydia Bradley, Kale Perrault, Sarah Jane
Beach, Stewart Snowden, George Hurst, Misses Charlotte Brown, Etta
Spotswood, Martha Stewart, Gertrude Stewart, Mabel Hurst, Agatha
Sherlock, Alexandra Fraser, Mary Smith, Irene Fraser, Christena Far-
quharson, Anne Appleby, Marion Joyce, Mildred Gibson, Maria Smith,
Janet Ferguson, Irene Wilson, Edna Moore, Catherine Perry, Mabel
Gillie, Stuart Hartin, Misses Alice Mctcalfe, Alice Fraser, Cora Weed-
mark, Irvin Collins, Mrs, Austin Welk, Misses Claire Headrick, Thelma
Box, George Jones, Doris Bulmer, Eileen Robinson, Fred Weedmark,
Misses Lucille Gervais, Helen Johnston, Audrey Burns, Elsie Gibson,
Lyla Graham, Ronald Griffith, Misses Agnes Kenny, Jean Wilson, Bar-
bara Perfect, Winston Munro and Wayne Leech.

Some returned again after teaching their first term in this school.
They were Misses Irene Fraser, Mary Smith, Cora Weedmark and
Eileen Robinson, while Mabel Gillie enjoyed the distinction of being the
teacher at three different periods as she was engaged as the teacher for
one year when too young to enter Normal School. On completion of her
training there she was re-engaged for several years, then returned in
1952 for another year of instruction.

The school was used at intervals for community activities and church
anniversary suppers were served there.

When rural schools were phased out, the building was purchased by
Arthur Johnson and converted into a home. It continued to be used as a
polling station in elections, but in latter years, voles are polled in Per-
retton United Church Hall,

S.8. No 2, Westmeath

The first school in the hamlet of Westmeath was located on a lot
above what was known as the Old Orchard, and was donated by the
first settler, Gearge Washinglon Tucker, It was on this lot, between his
farm and that owned by Ira Mason, that the little school was built.
Rachel Stone travelled from Prescott to become the first teacher, The
tiny trunk with her initials “R.S." on the lid. which she brought with
her was a prized possession of one of her descendents, W, K. Croskery,
Renfrew, Ont,

He Kindly donated it to the Champlain Trail Muscum at Pembroke,
where it was on display in the pioneer bedroom in the main Museum,
where the Curator, Mrs. Carl Price, deemed it was a fitting place for
this treasure of the early educational years in the tiny community, Miss
Rachel Stone boarded at the Tucker home and later became the bride of
George Rex Tucker.

A new school was built at the Gower Line corner. The first record of a
school meeting is dated 1854 and reads thus: The annual meeting of the
householders and freeholders in 8.5. No. 2, Westmeath, was held on the
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second Wednesday in January, 1854. Caleb S. Bellows was called to the
chair and John McNeely appointed as secretary. It was moved by
Hiram Chamberlain, Esq., and seconded by Michael Archambault and
resolved that C.S. Bellows, Esq., be re-elected to the office of Trustee
for said school section, He was Reeve of Westmeath Township at this
time. Another motion referred to the matter of stipend, that the salary
requisite for the payment of the teacher be raised by general taxation
according to the Free School system. An amendment was moved by
Samuel Adams, that cach student attending the school shall pay one
shilling, three pence per month for the purpose of raising, in part, the
teacher’s salary for the present year, The remainder was to be raised by
general taxation. The school report was adopted and was forwarded to
the Local Superintendent of Common Schools in Westmeath
Township. This official was Rev. Andrew Melville, with a salary of
seven pounds, ten shillings paid annually for his municipal duties.

Parents of guardians sending children to school were required to con-
tribute one-half cord of wood — 4 feet long, cut in two, prepared for the
school stove and piled upan or before the 14th of February.

Minutes of 1856 show that the trustees had chosen James Edmund
Maxwell, who held a certificate of qualification to be a Common School
teacher. They contracted with him to teach at the rate of 75 pounds
Halifax currency, binding themselves to faithfully employ the power
with which they were invested, to collect and pay the teacher his salary
on a yearly basis. While the teacher contracted to teach and conduct the
school according to the School Act. Signed by Ira Mason and G.R.
Tucker, witnessed by D. Hogarth and W.B, Huntington.

School matters remained a source of controversy in the era from
1854-1860 and by 1863 they finally decided that the school become a
Free School supporied by taxation. David Liddle was engaged as
teacher at a salary of 65 pounds for his 12-month term. One year later,
records show that the pound, shillings and pence system was sup-
planted by the decimal system of dollars and cents.

The population of Westmeath in 1867, the Year of Canada’s Con-
federation, was 384 persons with 113 children attending school. The
building and site were valued at $750.

In 1871 American silver in the treasury was sold at a discount of 10%,
this quote being the best terms available, A salary of $360 was paid in
1873 1o the teacher, M.M. Reilly, augmented by the sum of $8 per an-
num for attending to the heating of the schoolhouse and an additional
S5 for acting as secretary-treasurer of the School Board. He was re-
engaged for the coming year for $440, which included in addition to his
duties as teacher — his services as secretary-lreasurer — his fireman
obligations — but in addition he had his performance of such lowly
tasks of sweeping and dusting of the interior of the school, The trustees
obliged ? by supplying the required material and equipment for his
menial duties, In the same year, this teacher was charged the sum of
$1.50 for lost time!

An additional classroom was added in August and another teachern
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Miss Millie Howe, was engaged, in compliance with the law. She
taught school in the Orange Hall until a brick addition to the school was
completed by David Andrews

The present brick school was erected in 1906. For many years secon-
dary education was taught in the Continuation School leading to Junior
Matriculation but with the coming of the Pembroke Collegiate Voca-
tional Institute, District School Area, the students travelled by bus to
P.C.V.L

When the school was built in 1906 in close proximity to the old one,
Mr. and Mrs. W.F. Grylls were teachers in the school.

Some principals in the latter years included Charles Rushton, Mrs.
Eldon Barr, Vincent Restuccei, Richard Yokale and the present staff has
Mrs. Sandra Hichen as principal; Mrs. Frank Campbell teaches Grades
7 and 8. Teachers in the other classes are Mrs, Heidi Koch, Mrs. Paul
Champagne and Mrs. David Jenvey.

Attendance here was greatly augmented when Township School
Areas were organized. $.5. No, 1 and 12 were one-room schools and
their students went by bus to classes in S.S. No. 2.

5.5, No 3, Westmeath

Bromley Line School was a typical name as it was erected in 1848 on
land donated by James Bromley. This acre of land was completely
cleared and a one-storey dwelling was built just east of the school. It
was called a teacherage, a home for the teacher. For added conve-
nience, a room was added at the rear as a place to prepare meals — in
other words — a cook-house, a common expression in this part of the
Ottawa Valley, The first teacher was Miss A. Currans who was suc-
cecded by George Griffith, Miss Maria Wright, Edward McCarthy and
Miss C. Kearns.

The next school was built of brick in 1881 by Archibald Cameron
with the masonry completed by Thomas Wright. The old teacherage
was removed and the log school utilized as a woodshed, The first
secretary-treasurer was John Wright, who held the position for 39
years, succeeded in the clerical duties by David Bromley for 36 vears.
His son, Milton Bromley was the third person to fill this position in the
school section.

The first School Inspector was Rev, Andrew Melville, and following
him were R.G. Scotl, L.D. Breuls, Norman Campbell, Major C.A.
Mustard, W.G. Chatterton and Milton Craig. In pioneer days Bromley
Line was still a marshy wet area which must be avoided. Students living
at the west end of the Line had to walk north to the Dupuis Line, down
over the trails of the James Bromley farm, thence up to the school, a
lengthened walk which was only one milc along impassable trails to the
school.

Stewart Snowden was the first to teach in the new school and was
succeeded by Edward Nelson, Misses Minnie Dickie, Mary Wright,
Mary Lyutle, Susan Moxam, Hattie Brown, Annie Gillias, Emma Fraser,
Richard Murdock, Misses Lyla Pounder, E. Chester, B. McCarthy, A.
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Plaunt, Albert Olmstead, Misses A, McKinnon, Lila Ross, Isobel E,
White, Ethel Collins, Alice Fraser, Edith Bromley, Gladys Anderson,
Melba Hall, Lillian Marshal, Lyla Jackson, Clarence Mclnnerney,
Misses Jessie Bulmer, Beth Eady, Lydia Connors, Marjory Ross, Elvie
Wilson, Mrs. Ronald LaBine and Mrs, Robert Burnett who was the last
teacher in Bromley Line School.

Reference is made here to three students of this school, Irvine R,
Pounder and John A, Pounder. Their lives ran parallel for several years
as Irvine spent part of the years 1908-1914 on the survey of the
Canadian-United States Boundary Line and part at University. He ob-
tained his Bachelor of Arts Degree from Toronto University and his
Degree of Doctor of Philosophy from Chicago. He was head of the
Department of Mathematics in University of Toronto for 20 years. In
his declining years, he would humorously remark that he did not retire
but was retained as a Counsellor at York University, Toronto, till short-
ly before his death.

John Pounder joined the International Boundary Commission and in
1913 was commissioned as a Dominion Land Surveyor.

Dr. Allan Bromley, eldest son
of Mr. and Mrs. Milton
Bromley, graduated from
Queen's University, Kingston,
and obtained his Doctor of
Philosophy at Rochester, New
York. He spent some time at the
Alomic Research Council at
Chalk River. He is a Henry
Ford 11 Professor of Physics at
Yale University, New Haven,
Connecticut, U.S.A.

At the end of 1950 Bromley
Line, 8.5. No. 3, P.5., §.5. No. 4,
LaPasse and S.S. No. 5, Plea-
sant Valley, were united to
form the first Township School
(Dr. Allan Bromley) Area No. 1, Westmeath.

S.S. No. 4, Westmeath

This was a small one-room school erected at the corner of the Gower
Line where it enters LaPasse. In its early years, its students were both
Protestants and Roman Catholics, until the building of the first
Separate School in LaPasse in 1915, the first Separate School In
Westmeath Township.

Albert Gervais was the secretary-treasurer of this School Board even
after the Separate Schoaol opened, His wife assumed these duties when
he was unavoidably absent from the community. They remained in this
capacity until the end of 1950 when S.S. No. 3, $.S. No. 4, and 5.S. No-




5 united to form Township School Area 1 Westmeath, With this
amalgamation, the [irst five Trustees of this Area Board were
nominated and elected by acclamation at the Township Nomination
held in Westmeath Township Hall, Beachburg, December 1950 were:
Cecil Jeffrey, Rohert McLeese and Garnet Bromley for a two-year term;
John A. Graham and Maxwell Grylls — for a one-year term. The in-
augural meeting was held on January 21, 1951, when Milton E. Bromley
was appointed secretary-treasurer.

Among the teachers in this school were Misses Marion Ferguson,
Marguerite Carmody, A. Wilkie, E. Murphy, Winnifred Poulton, Jessie
Bulmer and Katie Fraser.

Students attended from the familics of Robert McLeese, Albert Ger-
vais., Silas Dickson, William Conley, Lloyd Dougherty, M.]. Lacroix, Ed-
ward Lacroix, Armadose Lachance, Louis Lacroix, Sr., Alex Lachance,
Charles Lacroix, Henry Lacroix, Toussant Lacroix, Joseph St. Denis,
Joseph Leblanc.

Following closure of this school, it was purchased by Dorion Gervais.
Other owners were Paul D'Aoust and B, Leach.

S.S. No. 5, Westmeath

Prior 1o 1888 this school section comprised the area extending along
the Sixth Line of the municipality from the farms two miles south of the
village of Westmeath to the line running east of Ledgerwood's Corner
and with a depth in the east-west direction from the Fourth Line to the
Ninth Line, It was known as the Pleasant Valley Schoal.

The first school, a log structure, was built at the foot of Dunn's Hill on
the property of Robert Dougherty. Later a larger frame school was built
on the Sixth Line on land of the Fynn farm. [t was known as the Stoney
Hill school house, as the stones on the hill were large and inconvenient
for travel,

By 1888 the population had increased to such an extent that the
school section was divided into 8.5. No. 5, and S.S. No. 14. Land was
purchased from John Prettie at the south-cast corner of the lot at the in-
tersection of the Seventh Line with the Proven Line, for the current 3.8,
No. 5 school.

The Stoney Hill School was sold to John Scott for a residence. Miss C,
Mullen was a teacher and when the school was opened there in 1889,
Miss Mary Wright was the first teacher, followed by Misses M.
Casselman, Gertrude Zadow, Gerirude Harris, Roxy Retty, Marion
Keyes, Hilda Dougherty, Ethel Collins, Stuart Hartin, Lila Ross,
Margaret Fraser, Jennie McCall, Iva Nontell, Lyla Jackson, Cora
Nelson, Rae Timm, Mrs. Daniel McKinnan, Michael Fynn, Mrs. Owen
Kidd, Miss Shirley McBride, Mrs. Robert McLaren was the last teacher
before this school closed in 1963,

A Sunday School had been organized there as early as 1891 by Joseph
C. Jackson. One day as he looked across the expanse towards LaPasse,
he exclaimed “What a pleasant valley.” Thus the name originated and
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this particular school was thereafter recognized as Pleasant Valley
School.

W.A. McMullen was secretary-treasurer for the Board of Trustees for
a period of 38 years,

S.S. No. 6, Westmeath

Lumbering was the main industry in this section of Westmeath
township from the time of 1837 when settlers began arriving from
down the Ottawa River. Earlier settlement had been established in
other parts of the municipality for surveys of boundaries commenced
and the first Council minutes are recorded in 1837. Huge quantities of
trees were cut in the surrounding locality — hewed into square timber
by skilled woodsmen — which were hauled through the new tiny
hamlet of Beachburg by eight yake of oxen hauling one stick of timber.

They proceeded down the ""Mast Road" so named for its suitability
for hauling the long masts cut for sailing ships. These had to be “rafted
up!" in still waters and not in the turbulent waters of the Ottawa on the
other side of the peninsula. This road passed through *“The Glen" and is
known to be one of the straightest roads in existence. This was travers-
ed and the timbers put in Bellows Bay on the Ottawa River at Lot 1,
North Front A, Travelling was extremely hazardous due to the heavy
timber causing the lowlands to hold the water under which was marsh
or bogs. Great difficulties were encountered in travelling on these
primitive trails. For this same reason, many pioncers came up the Ot-
tawa, among them being John Buchanan. To avaid the dangerous
stretch of rapids, now known as Whitewater country, he by-passed
these by going on the other side of Calumet Island as far as LaPasse,
where he turned downstream, landing his family and belongings at the
Roche Fendu area where he had taken up a large tract of land,

Roche Fendu is a name spelled this way on early maps of the
township. It is part French and part Indian origin meaning “Split
Rock™ well named to those who make Whitewater an experience, the
thrill of shooting the Butcher Knife Rapids. A great grandson of John
Buchanan’s, is the versatile Bryson Buchanan, who built a craft for
trips on the Ottawa and named it "Split Rock™ in keeping with the en-
vironment.

To Mrs. J.). Barr goes the credit for this poem on another portion of
Westmeath township based on the Roche Fendu on the Ottawa River
and adjacent to Whitewater Tours, This is now internationally famous
and is the most recently developed tourist attraction reaching a record
number of visitors in the Bicentennial Year — 1984,

ROCHE FENDU
A century past in the year thirty-seven (1837)
In number of years it's a hundred and one,
Some fine Scottish settlers with courage undaunted,
If you ask for their betters, the answer is none.




Arrived in their boats up the Ottawa River,

Some of them came by the Calumet snye,

Then back down the river they sailed with the current, ,
Pulled in on these shores, without even a sigh. |

By this time the place had the name Roche Fendu,
“T'is a name quite distinguished and we quote it with pride
There's a part of it French and a part of it Indian,
If you look for its origin, Split Rock's on one side.

When the young folk betrothed as was nature to do,

And no preacher was found to grant them a lease,

With footwear in hand they walked out to the Front (Westmeath)
And were joined up for life by the “Justice of Peace.”

The first school was built at the Point known as Brady's,

Here the man John Buchanan taught the youth their first facts,
The next schoal was built a few acres below it.

There it stands to this day proving none of us lacks,

Soon the Roche Fendu did resemble a village,

With its houses so thick, standing all in a row,

They'd the old lumber farm of Carmichael's on one side
And the Ottawa River flanked them below.

Near the year nineteen hundred their third school was builded,
In a place that's more central for the section to face,

Let us think of our heritage, and the pioneers who left it

And strive to be worthy as we take their place,

On the river we find a big dam was constructed,

It Mlooded the land from LaPasse to the Bay,

There's McKay's Chute and Picky, Des Jardines and Patterson,
Then the Golden Gates open to show you the way.

If vou'd like a few names, just to know who the first were,

Like the houses they built in a row you will learn.

There's the Bennic's, Buchanan's, the Comrie’s, the Stevenson's
The McKay's and the Robertson's, the McLean's and McLarens.

There was old Mr. Black they named the big Chute for,
And old Mr. George Bennie who lived on the Point,
The Shannon’s and Sullivan's lived on the Island

And Norman McLeod was a neighbour close-joned.

Dan Ferguson foremanned the farm for Carmichael’s

And fearful he was lest the railroad come through,

His vision was short like some Kings in Old England,

They should live in the backwoods and content them to do.
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I wish he had stood by my side a few days since
And saw what a century had done for our land.
The C.N.R. train was rolling close by me

And an aeroplaine above it was soaring just grand

The mailman comes round just the same as the city:
A neighbour has harnessed a stream for his light.

So the Fendu's not sleeping, it was left in safe-keeping
The forefathers® trend has been always in sight,

Another early setiler was Peter Comrie, Sr., who at one time wished
to take a grist of wheat to the grist mill in Beachburg but could not con-
vey it over the swamp in a dry condition. He remedied this by culting a
small sloop from the crotch of a tree and rested the front of the log
canoe on this. Filling said canoe with bags of grain, he hitched his oxen
to this conveyance, and when he encountered water, the canoe floated
and thus he was enabled to get his grist safely to the mill and dry — then
home once more in the same condition. This mode of travel was the
same principle employed in the lumber camps with the use of an
“Alligator"” which could haul logs over “land or sea,” depending on dry
land or water.

The first school in this community was siluated on Lot Front B 26,
known as Brady's Point with John Buchanan as the first teacher. He
had been a lawyer in Glasgow, Scotland, and knowing the value of
education, instilled knowledge into the students’ minds of this settle-
ment,

This first log school served until 1871. Some teachers were Archibald
Knight, James Grieg, M. Mitchell, M. Boyd, H.W. Perretl, Misses Effie
Ferguson and Catherine Harper. The next school was erected in 1871
serving until 1893, It was constructed on the property of Archie Robert-
son, Lot 30, East Front Boundary, whose f[ather, John Park Robertson,
had attended the school as a boy.

Teachers in this schaool included Misses Cassie Buchanan, Christena
McLaren, Rachel Mick, Ann Wark, Agnes Ross, Elizabeth Keyes, C.
Wright, Bertha Stanley, Alice Johnston, Hattie Chamberlain and Bessie
Brown.

The last school was built in 1892-1893 on E % Lot 6, Concession 7, on
property of Thomas Carmichael.

Amaong the teachers in this school were Misses Minnie Pounder,
Jessie Prudham, Mary Ida Cooke, Campbell Bruce, M. Scott, M.
Schosler, R, Rankin, Misses Jean Robertson, Iva Nontell, Sadie Elliott,
Jean McLaren, Asa Stevenson, M. Wilcox, Roy Conley, Wesley
Hitsman, Misses Eva Robertson, Edna Caldwell, Mary Comrie, Mrs. A.
Egan, Miss G. McGinnis, Stanley Black, Mrs. Owen Kidd, Mrs. Murray
Faught, Misses Edna Bennett, Shirley Bulmer, Helen Johnston, Mrs.
Arthur McBride, Misses Helen Nobart, A. Caoke, Mrs. Eric Weedmark,
Mrs, Harry Ashley and Mrs, Erma Johnson.

Graduates of this school who went into various professions were Rev.
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Stewart Blackburn, Rev, Robert Robertson, Miss Helen McLaren, R.N.,
Dr. Allan Robertson, Dr. W.L. Stevenson, Jean Robertson, Asa Steven-
son, Lulu Robertson, Sara McLaren, Martha McLean, May Buchanan,
Margaret Blackburn, Eva Robertson and Mary Comrie,

Rev. Stewart Blackburn was a Chaplain in the R.C.A.F.; Albert Farnel
with the R.C.E.: Irvine Brown with the R.C.A.S.C. Others in the
R.C.A.F. were Wallace Buchanan, ].B. McLean, Baden Buchanan and
Murray Mathieson. After World War 11, the latter was a technician at
C.H.O.V. Pembroke. He was the first president of the Otlawa Valley
Historical Society, Inc., when il was organized in 1955.

S.S. No. 7, Beachburg

The first school in Beachburg was held in a private home and tuition
was given by Mrs. Nathaniel Chamberlain and John Wigelsworth. In
1853 a huge fire swept across the area of parts of Pembroke, Stafford,
Westmeath., Ross and Horton townships. All but two houses in
Beachburg in the conflagration of May 16, and later a log school was
erected. which later became Hazelton property. Some teachers names
at this school were Park, Thompson, McGill and Ledgerwood. A brick
school was buill in 1876 on a location later acquired by John Bennie,
where he built his home. The first teacher was A, McCoy with a salary
ranging around $300 per annum.

A large brick school was erected on Main St., in 1892 with teachers
here being G.R. Wood and Miss Annic Johnston. This served for several
years and later the overflow was housed in the Town Hall. The school
became more crowded and room for the Continuation School students
had 1o be procured. A small one-room portable building was erected for
their accommodation and was used for two years as a classroom.

The history of Beachburg School contains some records which are
outstanding in Canadian school life. In 1957 James Bennie was com-
pleting his 51st year as secretary-treasurer; Lawrence McKay his 18th
vear as principal; and Walter Davidson 25 years as custodian, It had
been in December, 1906, that the School Board — W.H. Dunn, James A.
Beach and Herman Christmann had engaged the young merchant, |.
Bennie, as their secretary-treasuree. In the ensuing years he discharged
his duties in a capable efficient manner. Lawrence McKay came here
from White Lake, embarking on what has proven to be a long successful
term as Principal. He left this position to accept one on the teaching
staff at Deep River. He was succeeded by Alex McGillivray; Mrs. Eric
Weedmark in the intermediate room and in primary room, the teacher
was Mrs. Alton Salter. Teachers in the school since its erection in 1923
included Miss Beatrice Adams, Donald McLean, Misses Gertrude
Cameron, Margaret Headrick, Ethel Collins, M.H. Caldwell, Annie S.
Bolton, Erva Little, Annette Barkley, Ada Armstrong, Katie Frascr, Ger-
trude Bimm, Dorothy McGregor, Muricl Cotie, Ketha Cotnam, Verna
Meldrum, Lydia Connors, Mrs. E.C.B. Foster.

The Continuation Schaol occupied the upper floor for 33 years where
secandary school studies leading 1o Junior Matriculation was taught by
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a two-teacher team. Teachers serving this section of the school includ-
ed Misses Edna ]. Johnston, Jeannette McNab, Florence White, Ruth
McGaffy, E.H. Bryden, George E. Thompson, Leslic Brown, Misses An-
nie Barr, Gertrude Harris, Margaret McNab, Ila Moore, Helen
McFarlane, Pearl Dunfield, M.G, Church, Ruby Crewson, M.E. George,
Ralph Jervis, E.H. Farnham, James A. Powell, Misses Rhoda Fuller,
Thelma Neil, Ethel McKague, Anna Warren, Mrs. Gordon Traill, Mrs,
Allan Singleton, Don Hayes, M. Henderson, Ernest Morrow and Mur-
ray Belway.

Since 1953 the secondary school students attended the Pembroke Col-
legiate and Vocational Institute in Pembroke. Music Supervisors were
engaged to teach Music since 1949, Miss Velma Ross, Renfrew, was the
first one to be succeeded by J.T. Hodges, Pembroke, and Evelyn Moore
Price, R.M.T. Registered Music Teacher. On lwo occasions the
Beachburg Schoal Choir carried off top awards at the Renfrew Music
Festival and individual students brought recognition at other times
with eight-year old William Burnett placing first in boy's soprano solo
at the Kiwanis Music Festival in Pembroke. A 41-voice choir won the
trophy for rural choir best rendition of “Song of the Sailorman® under
the direction of Mrs. Price. Other Supervisors were Mrs. G, Bell, Mrs.
Kay Hildebrandt. Albert Stephen, ACCO., ARCT., was consultant for
several vears.

S.S. No. 8, Lee’s School

Origin of the name stems from the fact that the site for the first school
was purchased from George Lee in 1850. A log school was erected to
serve students from the Meath and Snake River area of the munici-
pality, The farm was later purchased by Wilbert Brown who sold to C.
Nicolai.

The second school was built across the road on the farm of Alexander
MacDonald. Built in 1878, it was also a log structure. After serving its
purpose as a seat of learning for 47 years, where as many as 72 students
might be enrolled to receive instruction, it was finally taken down by
William Rollins and re-constructed as a blacksmith shop.

A modern brick school was built in 1923 at the junction of Highway
17 and County Road 13. It was known as a Polling Station for elections.
The Assessor for Westmeath Township for many years lived in its
vicinity, in the person of Percy Brown, Giving way to progress by 1965,
only Grades 1-2-3 were taught here with the Beatty Johnston Bus Lines
conveying the students in Grades 4-5-6 to S.S. No. 11 and Grades 7-8
conveyed to S.8. No. 9. By 1968 the school was closed and the former
school section was now amalgamated into Cobden Public School.

S.S. No. 9, Westmeath

This first pioneer school was built in Greenwood in 1855 and was
situated on the line between farms originally owned by Robert Wilson
and James McDonough. It was a small log structure, and while the




older students were supplied with desks, the juniors sat on long ben-
ches until able to write. The school even lacked a bell to call the class to
order.

The school was built on low wet ground, so the sile was traded with
Michael McDonough for land on a higher level and a frame school
house erected, In 1885 Westmeath Township council was petitioned to
enlarge the school section and Lots 22, 23, 24 and 25 were removed
from S.8. No. 1 Westmeath (Moore's School) to Greenwood, S.5. No. 9.
This school was clapboarded and painted red the following year, in
1888. With the growth of the section came the necessity to enlarge the
school and a 12" addition was built at the rear. This building sufficed
until a modern brick school was erected in 1924. J[ames McDonough
granted sufficient Jand to enlarge the school grounds o one acre. In ex-
change he was given the old frame school. The building committee ap-
pointed were George Thrasher, Robert Wilson, James McDonough and
S.S. Robinson.

The first school teacher was Miss Jane Horricks who made the
journey from Perth in a wagon. Other teachers in this school were
Misses Christena McCracken, Christena Patterson, Annic Childerhose,
Louise Hamilton, Margaret Smith, Lena Thompson, Katie Duff, Minnie
Pounder, Charlotte Brown. Rebecca Rankin taught there in 1893 when
the enrolment was 50 students. Andrew Hamilton enjoyed the distine-
tion of being both student and teacher, as he taught school there in
1900, He was the predecessor of Miss Cecelia Boland who in turn was
followed by Misses Katie Duff, Margaret O'Connor, Bessie Coffey,
Stella Whitmore, Irene Fraser, Elizabeth Tate, M. MacDonell, Mae
Macklem, Janet Ferguson, Charlotte Follis, Mabel Gillie and Violet
Montgomery whao taught there 35 years. Mrs. Hugh Percival was the
last teacher there — teaching Grades 7-8, while Grades 1-2-3 were sent
10 S.5. No. 8 and Grades 4-5-6 were sent to 8.5, No. 11.

Secretary-treasurers through the years were James Ormsby, George
Thrasher, 1914-1928; S.S. Robinson, 1928-1949; Carl Fletcher,
1949.1959; Mrs. Wallace Carnegie and Mrs. Elwood Wright. This
school closed in 1962 with some students sent to Westmeath Public
School and the others to Cobden Public School.

S.S. No. 10, Westmeath

The first school on Zion Line was built possibly as carly as 1857. It
was constructed of logs, which had been squared and dove-tailed to fit
at the corners and it had a coltage roof. A large box stove provided the
heating system and the wood for its fires was purchased for 90 cents
per cord. There was one centre aisle, flanked by rows of seats, each ac-
commodating six students. The secretary-treasurer of the School Board
was paid a salary of $2 for the year 1895.

The next school was of brick construction, built in 1900 for which the
amount levied to build the school was $800. By 1924 a new wood shed
was constructed and the old log school, which had been utilized as a
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storage room for wood, was dismantled. School grounds were enlarg-
ed.

Due to the small enrolment in 1944, the school was closed and during
the next years the students travelled by bus to §.S. No. 1, Ross, until
zion Line school re-opened in 1955. Prior to this re-opening, the struc-
ture was completely redecorated, a new oil burner was installed and it
was wired for electricity. New single desks replaced the old double
type. When the education system changed to Township School Area, it
was closed for the last time and it was purchased by William
Phanenhour and converted into a dwelling.

School teachers from 1895 included Misses Hattie Brown, Annie Lyt-
tle, Jennic Roberts, Katie Foss, Rachel Foss, who came from Chatham,
teaching in 1901 for a salary of $250. She was succeeded by Misses
Tena Munro, Eliza Grant, Delma Eady, Helena Shehan, Phoebe Weed-
mark, Martha Richardson, A. Bruce, Jean Cook, Mrs, Samuel Crozier,
Winston Mick, Roberl Burnett and Mrs. Basil Bulmer.

Some of the secrctary-trearurers were William Cummings, John
Cowie, Leonard Smith and William Smith.

Early residents of the section included John Collins, William Harper,
Lamable Pappin, Isaac Condie, James Davidson, George Briscoe, Lewis
Smith, James Farnel, Charles White, Abraham Stewart, ]. Gibson, John
Cowie, Sr., William Eckford, William Davidson, James Labow, . Evans,
M. Sweeney, Munro Ross and William Beall.

S.S. No. 11, Westmeath

This school was often referred to Shield’s School. It was located west
of Cobden on Highway 17. The [irst school was erected in 1858 of
squared logs and was in close proximity to the farm later owned by
Harry Berry. Miss Jane MacDonald was the f[irst teacher from
1859-1866. The school was burned alter only cight years in operation
and a new one built. In the era surrounding 1889, two of the teachers
were Misses Sarah Chamberlain, Westmeath, and Miss Sarah Jane
Beach, Beachburg, Now they walked from their homes to the eastern
shore of Muskrat Lake, a considerable number of miles, where they
were met with another mode of transportation — a canoe manned by
one of the Trustees who "ferried™ them over to assume their duties of
instructing students.

This school closed in 1968 with amalgamation and the students
enrolled in Cobden Public Schoal, Very few of the teachers are listed
but some of those who taught in the carly years were Misses Julia
Bulmer, Essie DeLong, Elizabeth Ross and Mrs, John Burton.

Some men who served on the School Board were Robert McLaren,
Alexander Ralph, Charles Burns, Jacob Stewart and Robert Johnston.

S.S. No. 12, Westmeath
The ariginal buildings of S.S. No. 12, were built in 1868 but the school
section was not organized until three years later. One of the earliest set-




tlers, Adam Crozier, donated the land for the site, and it was often refer-
red to as Crozier's School, [t was made of pine logs, with the floor being
laid with wide pine boards. Later years saw an upper floor of dressed
pine laid and the exterior of logs covered by clapboards. All the seats
and desks were homemade, each seating two students. No regard was
shown for large or small students, as all seats were the same height.

Caretaking during the early years left much to be desired. Any older
boy arriving first at the school in the morning was accorded the
privilege of lighting the fire in the huge box stove. The wood was hauled
to the school yard in huge round blocks and split by obliging trustees.

The [irst school served its purpose for approximately 40 years, when
the brick school was built by Caswell Brothers, Cobden, for the contract
price of $800. It was equipped with slate blackboards and modern
sealing. Later a piano and radio were purchased, and when the Hydro
came through in 1949, clectricity was used for the lighting system and
an oil furnace installed.

A trend for smaller attendance was apparent with 19 students enroll-
ed in 1957 in comparison with twice that number in bygone vears,
Some teachers® salaries were less than $200 and not always prompt in
forthcoming, due to the fact that taxes were hard to collect, therefore
the z{eachers might have to wait some time before receiving their full sti-
pend,

[n early years before the railroad was built in this vicinity, a vast
amount of lumbermen’s supplies for Pembroke and the Upper Ottawa,
were hauled over this main road by farmers of this and other nearby
localities. As whiskey was cheap and plentiful the teamsters were often
cheerful, singing and shouting while passing the school. It became a
trial for boys to abey rules and refrain from jumping up to look out the
windows. The long five-fingered “tawse™ (a means of correction)
helped to keep all walking the straight and narrow path.

Perhaps none of the students became famous from this school but
many went out to fill positions of trust and responsibility, James
McGonegal became a railroad conductor while Thomas Burgess
became a railroad engineer and met death in a tragic manner in the
Spanish River train wreck, Lydia Bradley became a school teacher and
later married Rev. A.A. Caswell. Together they served as missionaries
in China for many years before being killed by a Japanese bomb during
World War 11. John H. Shaw was one of the first graduates of the Civil
Engineering Course in University of Toronto, graduating from a four-
year course in three years. He worked for |.L. Morris as Land Surveyor
in surveying parts of Pembroke. He was Town Engineer of North Bay
before it became a city. Rev. Alexander Cameron was a United Church
minister in Sawyerville and Longuicul, Quebec. Richard Scott became
president of an automobile company in Lansing, Michigan, while San-
ford Brown became manager of a Canadian Department Store — then
connected with Eaton's Groceteria Chain. After World War 11, he was
appointed as Food Administrator for Northern Ontario, appointed by
the Wartime Prices and Food Board. Before his death he was proprietor
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of the Parklane Holel in Kirkland Lake. Thomas McLean spent several
years in Rumania for the Standard Oil Company.

The clerical work of the secretary-treasurer was in charge of John C.
McLean, A F, Cameron, who held this position for 30 years, to be suc-
ceeded by Herbert McLaughlin, Basil Brown, Mrs. Earl K. Brown and
Walter Brown.

Teachers in this school included A. MacTavish, Samuel Wright,
Charles Jackson, Misses Kate Martin, Etta English, Edward Beach,
Misses Mary Wright, Charlotte Hamilton, Mary Kelly, A. Noonan, A,
Waugh, H. Condie, Hilda Stevenson, Christena Collins, Edna Graham,
Katie Duff, Winifred Knox, Alexandra Fraser, Elsie Griese, Eva
Robeson, Harriet Stanley, Bertha Laugh, Charlotte Brown, Jean Robert-
son, Janet Grant, Caroline McLaren, Jean Ross, Ethel Collins, Jean
Church, Edith Glenn, Pear] Metcalfe, Eva Kirk, [van Crozier, Margaret
Metcalfe, Gladys Steele, Anna Warren, Georgina MclInnes, Mary
Lillian Condie, Mary Comrie, Wesley Hitsman, Miss Phyllis Dougherty,
Mrs. Alton Salter, Mrs, Alonzo Coughlin, Mrs. Eric Weedmark, Mrs.
John McCulloch, Misses Lydia Connors, Mary Derouin and Dawna
Derouin,

This school closed in 1965 due to force of circumstances when all
schools in the municipality were incorporated into the Westmeath
Township and Beachburg Public Schoal Area. In September, 1965,
students from this school were transported by bus to Westmeath Public
School on the Lyle Burgess School Bus Line,

For several years after the Township School Area was established,
the secretary-treasurer was Mrs, Lyle Burgess.

As a Cenlennial Project in 1967, the Laurentian View Women's In-
stitute purchased the former school house and it is used as the Women’s
[nstitute Hall.

S.S. No. 13, Westmeath

This record is based on notes in the back of a School Register: This
book must contain statements of fact only, and not any expression of
opinion with regard to the progress or history of the school.

LOG BOOK
Note: Entries in this log book shall be confined to —

1. A concise history of the origin of the school

2. Events worthy of record for future reference, such as additions 10
the buildings — extensions of school grounds — losses by fire or other
causes — introduction of new departments in arganization — visits of
officials and representatives of the Federal or Provincial Governments
— prominent citizens or visitars from other lands — social or educa-
tional functions in connection with the school and other significant
events.

3. The names and addresses of the Chairman and Secretary-Treasurer
in office at the close of the year.

— — . ———— ——
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The Origin of the River Road School
$.S. No. 13, Westmeath Township September, 1937

The first school was built in this section in 1882. Ratepayers financed
the building of it as there was not, at that time, a grant given towards
the cost of establishing the school.

Some of the original ratepayers of the section were Captain Walter
Findlay, Martin Hennessy, James Spotswood, John Vizena, Samuel
Vizena, Alex Laderoute, Henry Laplaine, James Deschamps, Louis
Primeau, Alex Primeau, Jules Primeau, Napoleon Leclaire, Eli Mar-
cotte, Samuel Huntington and Benjamin Wilson. The latter was the
man who hewed most of the timber used in building the school.

The first trustees were Martin Hennessy, James Spotswood and
Samuel Vizena. The first Inspector to visit the school was R.G. Scott.

The first school was built approximately a mile from the location in
later years, This site was one mile in from the main road and in the mid-
dle of the bush. The ratepayers decided to build it here because this was
about the central place from the homes of the children,

Thirty years later there was a bush fire in this section and much loss
resulted from it. Due to the damage caused by the fire, many of the trees
were killed and it was not a surprising accurrence for the students to

5.5. NO. 13 WESTMEATH - RIVER ROAD SCHOOL - 1922

/ ' ;’) as
A [ y
1st row - Miss Margaret O'Donnell (teacher) Valerie Vizena, Veronica
Vizena. 2nd row - Wallace Howard, Thomas Spotswood, Lola Spotswood, 3rd

row - Elcyde Lavendure, Garfield Howard, Bradley Baird, Hedly Balird, Neil
Vizena, Gerald Spotswood, Wilbert Lavendure.
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find their trails blocked by pines which often fell after a windstorm.
Their parents had to use axes and saws to clear the trees oul of the road
to keep the trails clear.

The first building was of log construction, but it had been placed on a
new lacation and greatly improved along structural lines.

Miss Emily Vizena was the first teacher in this school. It might be of
interest to know that this teacher received a salary of $150 per year and
she paid $35 per annum for her board and lodging. Among her students
we would have found James Hennessy, son of Martin Hennessy. He
became head of the J.R. Booth Lumber Concern. John Malloy, Daniel
Malloy and Connelly Malloy were three of the first students and em-
barked into the lumbering industry in later years.

Gradually the number of families diminished in the section and after
the school had served for a quarter of a century, the ratepayers once
again decided to move the school to accommodate the students, Most of
the people lived near the back line, so they tore down the first building
to erect it again at the corner of the lots of Arthur Hennessy and
Willred Lamothe. This was about another mile from the main road. The
school remained at that location for ten years, when the ratepayers
once more dismantled it. moving it back 10 a site ¢lose 1o the main road
about four miles from Westmeath, Accommodation for the students
was the reason for this move. Each time it was rebuilt at the expense of
the ratepayers.

Since it was located here, it had been lined inside and the ceiling rais-
ed. The {irst seats and desks had been double but in 1927 they purchas-
ed 15 of the New Empire Model “W* Chair Desks. This greatly improv-
ed the appearance of the interior. The school was well equipped for a
rural school. There was equipment for teaching Fifth Class, too. In 1932
the School Board purchased 20 volumes of the Baok of Knowledge.
There was a fairly good library. The interior of the school was
redecorated with the walls painted light grey. The school was clap-
boarded in 1927 and painted red. Six years later it was painted brown
and cream. A well was dug in 1937 and an iron pump installed. The
School Board received a grant of $30 for this project. At that period
there were not as many resident families as at the time the school was
built in the first place. Students attended from [ive families with an
enrolment of 12, taught by Miss Inez Pappin. Trustees — Napoleon
Gratton, Norman Reid and Robert Vizena.

The new Programme of Studies for Grades I-VI was intraduced. The
schoal closed or phased out and the building is now a log cottage at
Moore's Beach,

S.S. No. 14, Westmeath

Up until 1888, students had attended the “Stoney Hill” school on the
Sixth Line and the section of $.5, No. 5, was divided with 8.8, No. 14,
being formed.

The first school site for the newly organized school zone was donated
by Angus Barr and James Collins, each giving one-half acre. This
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wooden structure was erected for the sum of $600. Miss Annie Pounder
taught there from 1887-1892 to be succeeded by M. Kirk, M. Mcln-
nerney, Roy Pounder, Misses Ida Cooke, Tena Collins,Carrie Fisher,
Isobel McNab, and Margaret Windle when the school burned on
December 27, 1910 and classes were resumed in the Mitchell home,
The school had been situated midway between the Seventh and Eighth
Lines on the Beachburg-LaPasse Road. The second school was built
and opened in 1911, Thomas H. Collins was secrelary-lreasurer for 53
years assuming this office at the age of 17,

During the teaching term of Mrs. Harry Ashley, her students won the
cash award at Beachburg Fair in 1956 for the rural school obtaining the
highest number of points in that department,

S.S. No. 15, Westmeath

This school was known as the "Town Line" school and was situated
on the Town Line between Ross and Westmeath townships. This was
formed into a union school section with students coming from both
these adjacent municipalities.

The first school was built in 1893 on the south-cast corner of West %
of Lot 1, Concession 7, Westmeath, with the building committee being
James Brown and David Elliott. The site was purchased from the latter
for $15 and George Curry built the school for $615. The teacher, Miss G.
Sayers, discharged her duties for $100 per year while the secretary-
treasurer bad a salary of $4 per annum, Mrs. David Elliott was paid the
sum of 50 cents for lighting the fires in the autumn months to the end of
December. Her husband was paid 75 cents per cord for hardwood for
said fires.

It remained the Union Section of 8.8, No. 15, Westmeath, and 8.8,
No. 11 Ross, until 1910 when separation took place.

Records show that in the early years the students returned to classes
in the last two weeks in August, instead of resuming classes in the
customary first week in September.

Some of the teachers from 1894 included Misses Margaret Johnston,
Lena S. Thompsan, M.L. Smith, S.J. Warren, Lyla Pounder, G.W. Ell-
ingham, George Brebar, Misses 1.M. Brown, Ida Brown, Annie Fraser,
Bertha Brown, B. Mclvel, H.E. Moore, Elizabeth Byce, Ruby Williams,
Edna Comrie, Grace England, Asa Stevenson, Misses Bertha Stephens,
Agnes Coleman, Violet Lindsay, Grace Mathieson, Eleanor Dougherty
and Eileen Jackson.

EDUCATION

In the Parish Records of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, LaPasse, it will
be found that many of the original pioneer families have identical
names repeated in the descendants of today. These names should be
held in the highest respect as they represented a people of a strong
Faith, whose every act of living was an application of the Will of God.
Their homes were built in the primeval forest and their acres were
cleared slowly tree by tree.




For several years they had scant opportunity for education, but
research reveals that the first school in the district was located near the
home of Cyril Gervais. (While speaking on the Ontario Bicentennial
project to students at Qur Lady of Grace School, Westmeath, in 1984,
the students had a wonderful grasp on this early history. Mention was
made of this same school. They made a series of sketches based on my
facts given to them verbally that day. These inspired the writing of
historical data they had pictured, such as two sketches of this same
school depicted from students who lived near LaPasse. There were
others of Spotswood's Ferry — Wright's Look-Out — the Light House —
the Public School, Westmeath, 1906. It was an incentive to record these
historic factors and incorporate them into this Bicentennial History of
Westmeath Township.)

There was a red brick school erected at the corner of Gower Line
where it enters LaPasse.

In its early years, its students were both Protestants and Roman
Catholics until the building of the Separate School in LaPasse, the first
in Westmeath Township, Under the guidance of Father Henri Martel,
steps were taken to establish the second school in the village. Delving
into the statements in the records of the Secretary-Treasurer, one finds
that it indeed is an established fact that many family names are still ex-
tant in the Parish.

LAPASSE SEPARATE SCHOOL No. 4
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This is the student body of S.S. No. 4, Lapasse, taken about 1952-1953. The
teacher at the time was Mrs. Ovila (Evelyn) Lacroix. Back row, left to right,
are Verna Lacroix, Gisele Adam, Greta Palmquist, Joan Francoeur,
Rosemary Dufault, Theresa Gervals, Lorraine Gratlon, Anita Lacroix, and
Geraldine Gervais. Middle row are Doug Gervais, Peter Dufault, Michael
Lacroix, Linda Gervals, Lillian Lacroix, Gloria Bailey, Ruth Gervais, Dolores
Francoeur, Yves Francoeur, and Jean Francocur. In the front row are Carl
Palmquist, Jean Paul Leblanc, Danny Dufault, Andy Gervais, Denzil Dufault,
Blaise Dufault, Claude Lacroix, Gerry Gervais, and Rheaume Adam,




Householders and Frecholders (squatters or lransients) of the Roman
Catholic Faith and residents of $.S. No. 4, Westmeath, drew up a peti-
tion for the establishment of a Separate School in LaPasse. L was sign-
ed by Francis Laverdure, Cyrille Gervais, Hector Gervais, Gilberl Ger-
vais Jr., Edward Gervais, Xavier Marion, Joseph St. Denis, Adelard Ger-
vais, Pierre Drapeau, Gilbert Gervais Sr, Alex Lamarche, Mrs.
Napoleon Melancon, Thomas Brooks, Mrs. W. Hudson, Charles Cahill
Sr., Oliver Labine, Mrs. W, Couturier, Henri Lacroix, John Lamarche,
Joseph Leblanc Jr., Edward Lacroix, Thomas A. Gervais, Charles
Lacroix, Telesphore Couturier, Joseph Leblanc Sr., Adolph Langlois,
Alex Lacroix, Mederique Labine, Toussant Lacroix, Louis Lacroix,
Rev, Henri Martel, David Harney, Louis Gervais and Frank Gervais.

Called by wrilten notice, a meeting was held January 14, 1915, with
the purpose to establish a Separate School in LaPasse. The document
was signed by Alex Lamarche, Hector Gervais, Gilbert Gervais Jr, Ed-
ward Gervais, Cyrille Gervais, Peirre Drapeau and Rev. Henri Martel.
There wete 10 persons present and appointed as Trustees for Manage-
ment were Alex Lamarche, retired farmer, LaPasse; Edward Gervais,
farmer; Gilbert Gervais. The secretary was joseph Laflamme. Two
others who held this office were Andrew Gervais Sr., and Aurley Ger-
vais.,

The Reeve's Certification read thus: I, James R, Davidson, Reeve of
Westmeath Township — do certify that above copy of letter received by
me by mail January 18, 1915, Township Hall; Beachburg.

LaPasse Separale School No. 4

The cement block school oppasite the church was opened in 1916. It
was constructed by John 8. Kelly, contractor, Fort Coulonge, Que. Tui-
tion in this school kept pace with the times and changes in educational
policies. Miss Eva Gervais was engaged at a salary of $850 and served
faithfully as principal until her retirement, She taught Grades 9-10 until
this phase of education was cancelled and Secondary School students
went by bus to Pembroke, where they attended Our Lady's High — Pem-
broke Collegiate Institute and latterly Champlain or Fellowes High
Schools. Miss E. Gervais was paid a salary of $2,200 before her retire-
ment and Mrs, Ovila (Evelyn) Lacroix received $1,700 for teaching the
lower grades. Miss Lucille Legault taught music in addition to
classroom teaching. Mrs, Evelyn Moore Price, a Registered Music
Teacher, was engaged as Music Supervisor for teaching music in the
two classrooms, giving private lessons in piano and theory in the music
room for the balance of the day. Several of her students were successful
in Royal Conservatory of Music Examinations. The school choir won
the trophy at the Kiwanis Music Festival, Pembroke, for best French
Chanson, When the school closed she continued giving private lessons
in LaPasse,

At the Silver Ordination of Rev. T.R. O'Connor to the Priest Hood,




Mrs. Price was privileged to train the girls' choir and was organist for
this accasion. She gave organ lessons in the church to several students,

The first Separate School and Parish Hall erected during Rev John
Burke's tenure, was remodelled and enlarged 1o serve only as a school
in Rev A ] Maika’s incombency. The old school building was refitted as
a Parish Hall, is well equipped for many functions. Through grants and
earnest efforts of the Recreation Association the playgrounds have
been equipped and expanded not only as a playground but has an ex-
cellent ball diamond.

Separate School No. 3

Shortly after His Excellency Bishop Nelligan appointed Rev. Joseph
Lawrence Ennis to the pastorate in Rev. John Bourke's position. He
organized a new Separate School Section No, 3. A handsome modern
school was built in Bromley Line to accommodate students from
Bromley Line, LaPasse Road and the Bay.

The first trustees were Leo Gervais, Lawrence Ethier and Euchare
Lacroix, with Mrs. Wilfred Marion as secretary-treasurer, who was suc-
cecded by Mrs. Delbert Bertrand. The land for this school was purchas-
ed from Euchare Lacroix. It was named "The Canadian Martyrs'
School.”

The Department of Education approved the sum of $13,000 for
capital expendilures.

The new scheol was opened in January, 1950, with Gerard Couturier
as the first teacher. In June the Deputy Minister of Education Ruther-
ford, gave permission to teach French in the school, By 1958 there were
15 students enrolled. Aurley Gervais was the secretary-treasurer when
the school closed. It was sold to Levi Dufault,

Separate School, Westmeath

Our Lady of Grace Separate School in Westmeath was erected in
1961, two years after Rev. T.R. O'Connor was appointed to the Parish of
LaPasse and Westmeath. The contract to construct it was to have the
same beige brick structure, matching the brick in the adjacent Roman
Catholic Church. The contractor was Elmer Leahy and the foreman in
charge was Vilmer Lacroix. 1t had two classrooms — a staff room —
utility room and other facilities.

Mrs, Lucille Dupuis was the first principal and ecight grades were
taught. Other principals have included Lorne Spotswood, Dillon
MecGee, Brian Bowes, Joseph Trimm and Alfred Sicoli, Other teachers
were Miss Lynn Couturier, Mrs Lyla Duffy, Mrs Sheryl Gervais, Mrs
Eulalia Ryan. Mrs. Evelyn Moore Price was Music Supervisor and the
school entered the Kiwanis Music Festival during her term, They wona
trophy at the Music Festival in 1970.

The church choir has been trained by Mr. A, Sicoli, adding greatly to
the worship with Mrs. Ronald Ethier as organist.

Some of the Trustees who served on the School Board were Maxime




Gervais, Dyer Kenny, Vern Couturier, Leo Dupuis, Frank Laderoute,
Joseph Ethier and Roger Amyotte. Mrs. Doris Spotswood was
secretary-treasurer until the formation of the Roman Catholic Separate
School Board in Renfrew County.

There are now six grades taught in this school in 1984 with Grades 7-8
being transported by bus to Bishop Smith Schoal in Pembroke.
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