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STORY OF JASON GOULD;

PIONEERUPPEROTTAWA

Name Will Long be Remembered:
Left llis Name in Many Valley Towns
W as Man of Great Energy and Executive Ability—Village

of Cobden Owes Existence 1o Him—Started Boat on
Muskrat Lake—Fine Story as Told by Capt. J. P.

Hayden, of Ottawa,

The story which follows was
written by Capt. J. P. Hayden. In
1912, when he was editor of “The
Caobden Sun”™ The manuscript
and references were lost during
the Cobden fire of 1913, but a few
coplea of a llittle booklet, contaln-
ing the story of Jason Gould. had

been published. One of these re-

ecently came into the hands of the

author through the kindness of

Mrs. Margaret K. Craymer, of

Beachburg. Ontarto. In a letter

to the ruthor she savs: “This

booklet has a history It was sent

o Mr. Cravmer’'s mother in Eng-

land. Christmas, 1912. She wentl

to live In New Zealand with her
daughter and took it with her. In

1920 she came to Canada via Van-

couver and has since made her

home with Jim and I. It has been
yound the world and has again
returned within a few miles of

Cobden and It gives us much

pleasure to send It to you" The

facis herein related were all ver-

tified at the time of writing, but

the references have been lost.
Capt. Havden's Slory.

One of the most Interesting subjects
{n the traveller, as he ghdes over the
glassy surface of beautiful Muskrat
Lake., near Cobden, Ontario, on a
summer’s day and notes the wild and
picturesque scenery Which here aud
there presents itself. 1s a recital of
the Incidents connected with the
ecarly history of Its navigation,
{heea dovs of renid rethway and air
transportation. the Iake and river I
but lirtle used as a roule for the con-
vevance of freight and passengers
But away back in the 'fifties business
fairly hummed in the steamboat line,

a Anat Al Ana hnate haine riin raoll.

In.

'nrm name of Cowley and Cralg for
some years aflerwards. After dispos-
mg of his business on the Ottawn,
Gould returned to Smiths Falls and
carried on more extensively his grist
miling. foundry and other business
for over three years and closing up
l_l)e remainder of his wmercantile af-
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fairs again left for the Ottawa river

A 1845
To whom Cobden, Ont., owes Iy

Firat General Store,
existence, Ofttawa river ploneer,

He arnived In Portage du Fort
about the time the village Was sur-
veyed and established and carried on
the first general store opened in that
village.

The business was started under the

as rough & country ss could well be
iimagined, Here ngaln he was served
!with & nouce from the smume part'
not to trespass on his property as he
g':"":m,"‘t of Gould and Lancaster. naq purchased it from the Crown and
u e latter gentleman retired soon heavy damnge would be rigidly ex
"‘{;'"'"d’ ang Gould carried on the pued The “land grabber” has sadiy
:‘,;e ::m‘e m(;:: ’:&“?;’.”:J‘ '“‘ lhh‘: miscalculated the metile of the man
Sisabioriite BREEG i and the concealed force of the asul
2m !rmg _bnsmcsa on his O%N 8¢+ jary he had to contend with for he
fl::? ﬂ::m‘:;" RS SUpplying others In g previously formed a company In
Got First P.O rconformity with an act then in force
2 vl tas a saleguard) empower n
He also was instrumental In getliog o make n‘l: least twoplgnles";f : :ln(x’::
'.',""; first 3°“n°m“ established there gravel or a split plank road. ete
{ On‘“c’om:;on::;gmm:xg at the ¥Mch said road was made In du
‘Portage he fepurchased an interest ‘e course without delay and remalned
the forwarding line and wue{;:nu? thie highway to the landing at Gould »
fed therewith untll the new lron ' coouritg ol guignalbokaodl
steamer “Oregon™ was placed on the The First P.M

:::'::e i‘; l,“ when he with his p‘-ll'l-f In 1852 whe village ot .Cobdell re
ki ‘e.s‘::mc;:‘yel:a :'r:dl hsr:‘::w :rox'::mﬂm wadition tlo its population
veral mechanics having come In

g‘u'u:,’":’.?;“ :::m%'::'“ x;":‘: ‘c‘;'m;‘;:’- : :nd slnn&d several branches of trade
1 A pust office was opened, with Gould
“le.u'l.ema:\ the year 1847 hav LAY SN (FN pOatnbaer, TDE Bemines
St & Thorable e :m'":ozfé‘“ the forwarding line was still in.
enable him, if consummated. (o earry ::‘:u‘:::‘:n.:? :‘en‘;o:‘ Tt'el:::rt?:t“t’:"
out a pre-conceived determination or.gouo‘.m, season—one that would !:

opening up and extending a publ
Wi from Portage du R 7 3;,' n:f mr:mnaente with the Increasing




a fNeet of Nine boats being run regu-

larly between the head of the Chats

Rapids and Portage du Fort and

Muskrat Lake and Pembroke to ac-

commodate the large volume of trade

which passed up and down the river.
Strong and Durable,

Bome of the eariiest of these crafl
were of primitive models, but swong
and durable, and did excellent ser-
vice in their day. In later years bel-
ter boats were constructed and put
upon the route, but all have now
passed away, having outlived their
usefulness.

In the year 1837 Jason Gould suc-
cerded tq the business of Messrs
James Simpson and Co., of Arnprio:
and he. having acquired a controlling
interest in the steamboat formerly
nwned by his preaccessors and being
anxious to facihitate and Improve
raeans of transit between the Chals

and Deschene Lake bullt, in 1838 a'

large wharf and storchouse at the
head of Chats Island. completed the
portage road over the island and
Lulit Iws bacts for ves on the water
stretches between the Islands, which
formed the connecting hini frem the
lower Lo the upper lakes
Changed 15ir Roule,

In the beginning of the year 1830
the owner of the privileges of Vies
torin Islana TeN\'ch was considered
the key of the route) demanded n
higher rate for drawing goods than
betore charged Thia Gould would
rot entertain
by either and with the usual energ)
and promptitude Could #®l onee
changed the route and made Fitzo)
Harbor the landing piace ¥rom there
up merchandise was brought by the
maln road two miles, thence over a
bush rond one mile to the spy on the
Miussissipp!  thence by boat through
the MissIRsippl 10 & poinl near s
mouth, where the steamer on Chate
Lake made her landing

Changed the Line.

Within one week (his enterprising
man, rather than submit 1o mon-
opoly. had changed the line of travel
ard trafMe betwern the two lakes and
carried the Ottawa tinde his own
way during the whole season. During
the year 830 Gould had curtaled to
rome extent hix Jumbering and sawe
miling Interests at Arnprior and had
Jeagrd the properiy owned by Clnef
McNab after he had vacated Kene
nell Lodge JYere Gould carried on
farming and made & 'CIMPUIRTY TOALe
dence,

Owned the TBoal,

In the apung of 18su Could pun-
chased frem Mr. DBuchanan *he je-
mapinder ol the stock of the steamers
and brcame sole proprictor of the
boat. The lne of uavel was sgain
changed 1o the Islands. where 1t e
mained until the tram TslwAY wWas
completed from Pontse 10 1he hirad
of Chats Rapds 3 1847 In the fall

Both parties swood
firm. No concessions would be made

- g v w wew ww W v ERE—

broke. he =old his mereantile business
to Messrs. McLaren and White and
WAs soon afterwards engaged In ex-
ploring and maturing his plans for
[uture operations

Yia Muskratl Lake,

After examining both sides of the
river for s pubiic line of travel he

cdecided on the Upper Canada (On-’

(ario) side as having the most ad-
Vantages, bemng about 25 miles shotter
Withh  Jess trans-slupments, grealer
(ance and at much less expense of
tance and at much Jess expense to ril
concerned. Consequentlv he adopted
the route by wav of Muskrat Lake to
Pembroke Landing and purchased a
Isrge farm at the head of the Iake.
which was made the terminal of land

carriage and the starting point of the

inland water route,
Called Place Cobden,

A portion of the Jand was surveyed
into village lots, which he named
Cabden, after the great fur (rader
He then commenced locating the
roads between the Ottawa river and
Muskrat Lzke starung from where
the fnterprovineis] bridge crosses the
Ornawn river In as direct line rs prac-

ucable to Cobden :

After purchasing lols and obtaining
rights of way, etc. he commenced
wWork and that year made the roads
avallable for portazing In the early
part of 1849 hie constructed two Jarge

chinker-bmit row bonis., 60 feet lone
bad huckbosrds, singes and wagons
placed on the road, together wnh
oilier requisites for the carrmge of
passengers and freght

A Dally Trip,

In May the hoe was opened u
for generul rafc by Stages con-
necting with the stemmer at Poringe
“u Fort or Hollons Landing every
eveliug sand by row hoats leavipng the
Cobden  anud Pembioke ends each
morning  thus making a dully trip
between the two piaces. This mode
ol truvel wia continued during the
year 1850 with a maiked Increase In
Jatronnge.

The joads were much improved.
Lridges construcied. & good hotel
-opened. dwelling houses, store-houses
and wharves built at each end of the
e and & genernl store business
established,

In oraer 10 control the water In the

er he also lenred A nall at Pem--

broke Lanoing  Duning the season of
JED0 hr hud al lus own expense. cul
Wit knd mude k good winter road on
'he weal aide of Muskrat Lake from
Lobien o Pembivke n distance of
abaul 18 ndles tnough Wie bual.

In the vanter of 1851 hie purchased
« ssll engine nud boiter, and In the
EPUNKE the 1wo lnige 10w bukls wele
Pinced aide by side  Instened 1o0zethes
ard deched over w ospurce being el
open for the wheel belnnd

Called the Muskrat,
The eofue und boies were blaced

unae.

The “North Star™
1853 the new steamer—the
Star"~was placed on the

In
“North

.route and became near being de-
‘stroyed on May 10 by the great fire

thal devasiated the whole of that
secuon of country. ‘The “North Star”
was on her downward trip from Pem-
broke to Cobden and It was only by
e united ellorts of the passengers
and crew that she was enabled to run
tive gauntiet of Nire In safety.
arrival of the boat at Cobden the

greater portion of the wvillage was,
found In flames and her predecessor, |

the “Muskrat " burned to the water's

edge.  The Inhabitants were fighting

the flery element 10 their utmost
Fire Swepl.

But despite their efforls still the
Nre flew. extending downwards 19,

Gould s whar!f. a distance of 13 miles,

sweeping everything inflammable In;

the shape of hulldings, bridges, ete
All of the bulldings at the wharf, with
R large quanuty of merchandise Lthen
cn iransit, were destroyed.

This dissstc. Bl Snly caused Gould
great financial loss, but seriously in-
Jured his health through over-exers
tion and the nhalation of smoke
which completely prostrated him for
some length of time and from which
he never fully recovered. Nothing
dismaved, be atL once gave orders, be-
fore the fAres were oul. to cut out
ond completely replace damages. and

the line was kept oped withoul n
single day s Interruption
Quickly Rebuilt,

. By the ena of the season the buld-
lugs wnd other works hnd been recon-
ancted 1o sl the requuements of
e lucreased trade

Tins season he gave up the leaw
ol his savwmull on the Pembioke end
OWINE 10 the greal opposition of par-
lies owming Junds through which the
road had (0 pass. and moved up
siream. where he purchased Jand on
cach side of the river, bulit a dam
o control the water, and permane

«ently made the landing there

Sold Out,

During the year 1854 and to the end
of the decade Gould remained in
Cobden, devoling his time 1o the in-
leiesta of the line as well as carrying
on & Jarge farm. both of which re-
quited his undivided atiention

At (1= close of 1he year 1850 he sold
cat his entire 1nterest to Capt. D. K
Cowley

b Gould remnined In Cobden for a

year or two wlerwurds. working his
farm and closing up his business e
retusued to Smiths Falls and on Oc-
“aber 25 1804 he paswed away.

Was In the Midnight
Raid on the Cophoard

On the

|



of 1840 Gould wound up hie Dusiness
in Arnprior and disposed of hp
eflects,

Moved fo Nraeside,

In the winter of 184) he puichimnaed
the right of lot 12, 13th concession of
MreNab. now known as Hraesine, 1
where he removed from Ainpror such
plant as was required for the Jurthei-
ance of hia forwarding business and
where for 8 ime he made s head-
quarters. He bullt & dwelhing rnd

store-house and a wharf for 1the e,

of the steamer, where shie 100k n all
her wood and other supphies. Dunng
this year he also, at considerable ex-
pense, bulll a rond acrons B very
rocky Island at Bnow Rapids, whieh
is 10 this time In Aunual e by
steamers duning high waler scason.
To Bmiths Fallx,

In the eutly part of 1842 finding
that his mihng and other business
at Bmiths Falls requued lis per
sonal supervision. he sold out the
whole of his Interests In the steamers
and forwarding business, fiom Vie-
toria Jsland 10 Portage du Fort to
capt D K. Cowley and Wmiam
O:alg ©of Band Pownt. who continurd

the ICXWRFAME Dpumness under ihe,
q
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of Hhe deck Wit 1 biglit deck over
nread coverng sl TRus the 1wo row
busin  were »oon comeried e #
“alern wheeler whiich was pamed the
“Murkint’ and fur two sensons this
Cralv paddied up and down the Jake
end river beating 118 name. aNording
10 some extent betler accommodalion
v, pueaengers and more shelter and
aucker despateh for goons  But “the
Vst lald srhemes of men and mice
all pung agler |
Notlor Berved, ‘

Al the luue the sbuve linprove-
menis were belng mmede. Gould re-
ceived nolice fiom & man who hed
the presivus yerr been employed by
tne company wha operated the bonts
en Chulps lake a! Boltons landing
Aty he could no Junger use 1he
wharl a8 g piece for Junding goods
unless he at ouce mpae  RIrange
aenis, 30 beang las properly [

Changed Landing.

This notiee Gould dissrgarded and
decided 10 a1 once chapge the Janding
further down siream. which idea he
tarnied aut conasltucting a new whar!
[=ne # mile below Bolion's He then
commenced Lo make a rpad for 1wo
miles 10 Join the former one through,



