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quently the last two years of these branches are

not recorded; others did not reach us until 1949. In
historical research the Lady Tweedsmuir stated that it
Was necessary to have “the patience of Job, the strength
of Hereules, and the powers of a private detective,” and
these words have been proved to be true.

T HE first of these reports came in 1947 so conse-

Perhaps others could have done this in much better
(orm, but no one would have loved the work any more.
We trust any omissions or oversights will be treated
with the spirit implied by the Ode.

A goodly thing it is to meet,

In Friendship’s Cirele bright,

Where nothing stains the pleasure sweet,
Or dims the radiant light.

No unkind word our lips shall pass,
No envy sour the mind,

But each shall seek the common weal,
The good of all mankind.

Executive of Jubilee Year 1947
Mrs. Leslie Davis, Mrs. Albert Burgess,
President, Eganville Sec.-Treas., Cobden
Vice-Presidents: Mrs. Stanley Hunt, Alice ; Mrs. A,
Kossatz, Pembroke; Mrs. Newton Ireton, Queen’s Line.

Eganville, Ont., April 30th, 1950.



History of
North Renfrew District Institute

O
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An article on the activities of the members of the Women's
- Institute, in this section of our province, naturally takes us bacl
to the earliest days of life in Renfrew County. From available
records we learn that its history is associated with early events
in Canadian History,

Over its rivers in 1613 paddled the intrepid Champlain in
quest of a western sea. On the shores of Muskrat Lake, in 1867,
was found an astralobe lost by him on his voyage. Once move,
in 1615, the unbroken forests of our county saw the first mis-
sionaries to Canada ply the waters of the Ottawa envoute to
Huronia. On a promontory, overlooking this majestic stream,
they stopped to rest. Two hundred years later on this very site,
where to-day stands the flourishing town of Arnprior, landed a
colourful group of Highlanders under the stern guardianship of
their chief, Archibald McNab. The land of & township bordering
on the Ottawa River was held in trust by him for his clansmen.
He laid down hard terms for the settlers and when his sternness
had grown to greedy tyranny he was forced into exile.

But these rugged Scottish settlers remained, forming McNab
townships, the nucleus of Renfrew County. The old Opeongo
Line was originally cut as a military road by Royal Engineers
during the war of 1812, It ran through the woods from the Ot-
tawa River near Renfrew to Georgian Bay, and though it must
largely have returned to a state of natuve, it became in later
vears the first means of land entry into Renfrew County.

The forest wealth of the district attracteq pioneer lumber-
men. In 1828 Peter White the original settler of the town of
Pembroke, after a ten days’ voyage by cance from Aylmer
Quebee, felled the first trees on the present site of the county
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town, Pembroke, Likewise it was the search for the timber
stands that led to the explorations of the Bonnechere, the Mada-
waska and the Petawawa Rivers, As these rivers became the
great outlets for the lumber cuts, the forests re-echoed the sangs
of the river men as “the drive” was pushed along. Thriving
towns and villages began to border their banks, for in the wake
of the lumbermen followed merchants, millers, farmers, hardy,
courageous folk who knew no luxuries but Who possessed great
faith in the future of Canada. The townships along the Ottawa
River seemed to open up first for farming, As early as 1832 we
hear of a thriving farm in Ross township on the south ghore of
the Muskrat Lake.

Renfrew County first received recognition as an individual
unit in 1854 and with the Confederation in 1867 came the division
of the County into two electoral districts as North and South
Renfrew, In the northern part of the County, Westmeath in
its early days was reckoned a more important -centre than the
County town, Pembroke, so it was but natural that it should be
around this part of the county, where people lived in closer
proximity with each other, that women should sense the im-
portance and responsibilities of their duty as homemakers and
seek information from the Department of Agriculture as to the

forming of an Institute such as was formed at Stoney Creek in
1897.

We regret very much the records of the district work, 1904
to 1907, have been torn from the book, but from the Department
we learn the following information about these years. In 1904
there was an attendance of 54.  All the distriet officers came
from Beachburg, so it would seem that Beachburg was the first
Institute organized and that the other branches grew through

" this spread of influence, In 1905 three branches had been or-

gamged, Forester's Fqlls, Beachburg and Westmeath. In 1906

held in Beachburg until 1918, An astonishing item meets our
eye in the minutes of 1908 where it mentions that the billeting
of the delegates was arranged by the officers in charge. The
minutes covering the years 1904-47 show how steadfastly the
branches have grown and how closely they have followed the



Branch which was referred to also as the Alice branch did not
exist very long. The same applied to Stafford. Lake View was
afterwards known as Cobden branch, Too, a girl's circle at
Micksburg was active for many years, doing a great work de-
veloping junior leaders, several of whom won provineial honours.
The Ode was used for the first time in 1920, This year was also
noteworthy because for the first time a federated representative
was sent to the area convention at Ottawa, namely Mrs. A. M.
McLean, Beachburg; alternate, Mrs, W. F. Grylls, Westmeath,
Since then two of our members, Mrs. Dave Mordy and Mrs.
Gordon Hamilton, have sat on the Provincial board.

By 1922 this group of women following their dauntless lead-
er, Adelaide Hoodlass, had also become health conscious, so the
official board of the W.I, discussed the advisability of having
school nurses. On discussion, the District Directors with Mrs.
James Childerhose, Cobden, were asked to be responsible for
having this matter laid before their respective branches, using
their interest to awaken community interest. The Councils and
school boards were interviewed and the meeting of the Reeves
called, in Beachburg in 1923, but a representative from the De-
partment of Health failed to appear. For three years the fire
lay smouldering to be revived again in 1926 when the main dis-
cussion was school nurses. This convention went on record as
being definitely in favour of school nurses and the branches
would co-operate with the school boards. In 1927 discussion again
arose on this matter and an Advisory Board was appointed to
act with the executive of the W.I, the secretary being asked to
communicate with the Department of Health This Advisory
Board reported at District Annual in 1928 that their communi-
cations with the Department of Health had been unsuccessful.
In 1929 this question came to the forefront again, but apparently
the issue was turned down by the township councils. Nothing
daunted, these courageous women made a motion to keep the
subject open. Even the next year, 1930, the matter was again
discussed at the Distriet Annual, but in the correspondence read
it seemed the government would be doing something about the
matter, so a motion was passed that “No action be taken.”

An interesting item in the minutes of 1927 was an address
by the Rev. Canon Quartermaine of Renfrew, superintendent of



the Children’s Aid Society on Lhe various aspects ot the work o
this organization that he represented. He outlined “The Child-
ren’s Protection Act,” “The Unmarried Parents Act”, “The In-
dustrial School Act,” “The Adoption Act” ull for the protection
of the child. (At the time of writing this history, Rev. Canon
Quartermaine has just passed on at the age of 86, a venerable
gentleman, a friend of all, especially the less fortunate.

In 1928 at the District Annual at Queen’s Line, conveners for
the Standing Committees were appointed for the first time. In
1935 the Co-operative programme was first introduced. '

1937 was a red letter year in a special way and as Mrs.
Albert Burgess, the presiding officer stated, it was the'first time
in the History of Canada that the Women’s Institute had been
so honoured, the Lady Tweedsmuir, wife of Canada’s Governor-
General, addressed a large audience of Institute members at St.
Andrew’s United Church, Westmeath. In the course of her re.
marks Her Exceliency stated that the W.I. was the greatest
organization of women in existence, as it was in England and
Wales, where she was a member. Westmeath excelled themselves
in_their artistic array of decoration and we as members from
other branches were justly proud of them, in the manner in
which they carried through all the arrangements so successfully,
On the platform with Her Excellency sat Mrs. Edgar Evetts of
London, England, Mrs, George Pape, lady-in-waiting to Her Ex-
cellency, and Colonel H. Willis-O’Connor and Mrs. Albert Burgess
the District President, who had every reason to feel delighted and
happy as she had the honour and privilege of doing honour to
the first Lady of Canada, as did Mrs. W. F. Grylls, who so cap-
ably convened the programme and an invitation was extended to
all presidents and secretaries of North and South Renfrew in
1939 to attend a tea at Rideau Hall. Two films were shown of the
Royal Visit to Canada which had taken place earlier in the year,

Again in 1944 the burning question of health comes up. After
an informative talk by Dr, Charlotte Whitton on the health con-
ditions of Renfrew County, a committee consisting of Mrs.
Gordon Hamilton, Mrs, W. Reynolds, Mrs. S. Hunt, with the Dis.
trict President, Mrs. A, Coughlin, was appointed to interview
the County Cowuncil relative to a health survey. A'very worth-



aims laid down by the hand book supplied by the Uepartment.
Too, here and there we are given an insight into the lives and
times of the members. We note how the attendance was small
due to heavy down pour of rain. In retrospect we see those dear
women driving to Beachburg with horse and covered buggy,
their keen disappointment and that of the officers when plans
were thwarted by the weatherman, but on sunshiny days what
pleasant times must have been theirs reflecting, as they drove
along, on the successful district annual. Will the speed of living
be stepped up in the next fifty years? and will our next historian
be speeding in an aeroplane to the District Annual in Beachburg
in year 2000. Time waits for no man.

On another page is given the names.of the Presidents, Vice-
Presidents and Sec’y-Treasurers. These women with their inter-
est, their co-operation, have at all times inspired the branch
members. We notice the account of the first minutes on record
of 1908 were permealed by a Christian Spirit when the meeting
was opened by the singing of “Blest be the Tie that Binds our
Hearts in Christian Love.” The records show too that a branch
was formed in 1907 at Queen’s Line and aiso at Douglas. The
next year, 1909, saw branches organized at Stafford and Locksley,
1911 saw Shields, afterwards known as Lakeview and Cobden,
come into being. By 1912 one could easily see that the Institute
enthusiasm was mounting higher. Instead of reports being given
there was a twenty-five minute discussion on work done in each
branch. As early as 1914 there was a discussion on whether
Bromley should be identified with North or South Renfrew and
the deciding issue was left to the diseretion of Mr. Putnam, then
superintendent of Women’s Institutes. In June 1914 the group
at the District Annual was photographed, which photograph will
be seen in another part of this book. This brings us to the
first World War 1914-18. How fortunate to have an organization
ready to spring into action. The succeeding years are marked
by many sign-posts, the chief being the organization of branches,
Zion Line, Eganville, Micksburg, Locksley, Rankin, Pembroke
Bromley, Golden Lake, Lake Dore, Alice, Roche Fondu, Point
Alexander, Mackey and Micksburg's Girl's Cirele, From 1921-23
the Eganville branch functioned as a North Renfrew unit and
then was transferred to South Renfrew, The original Locksley



while survey was made by the Department of Health Toronto, re-
vealing the facts that Renfrew County had over 50,000 popula-
tion with only twenty-nine doctors residents within the county, or
an average of one doctor for every 1,700 population. The survey
showed too the great need for immunization against communi-
cable diseases. The estimated cost of a County Health Unit
being established would be $64,000 which would include 2 doctors,
17 nurses, 3 sanitary inspectors, additional medical services,
transportation, administration, ete. This cost would be defrayed
by a Provineial Government Grant of 50 per cent,, leaving 32,000
to be levied by the County. This would entail a tax rate of 1,
mills, but the present time reported cost of health services within
the municipalities would be saved if the new plan was adopted.
The committee of the County Council in 1945 went on record as
being in favour of a Health Unit, yet after debate the whole issue
was left over until some future date.

In 1946-47, under the convenership of Mrs. Leslie Davis,
President of North Renfrew, and Mrs. S. G. Wilson, President of
South Renfrew, the matter was brought up again. Copies of the
Survey was sent to all Institutes in North and South Renfrew.
Resolutions were duly passed by the branch institutes that the
County W.I. go on record as to the setting up of County Health
Unit. Co-operation was received from the Federation of Agri-
culture, Kiwanis Club, Pembroke, and various other service clubs,
such as the Rotary and Lions Clubs of other villages. Public
meetings were held with our Members of Parliament and Miss
Moore, Chief Public Health Nurse, and Dr. R. G. Struthers of
Department of Health, in attendance. The survey was printed in
the local papers. Articles were written for the press in explan-
ation of a Unit and the success of a unit in other counties,

The County Council was approached twice in 1947 — Mrs.
Leslie Davis and Mrs, S. G. Wilson presenting the views of the
County Women’s Institute. Dr. W. A. Brown spoke, quoting
from 25 years experience as health officer in a rural area. M.
Trail, technician of Cottage Hospital, and M. Murray Williams
K.C., represented the Kiwanis Club, Pembroke. Dr. R. G.
Struthers of Toronto representing the Department of Health,
Toronto, described the duties of a typical unit. By a vote of 17-15



with two councillors absent, the question was disposeda or by tne
County Council.

It would have been a nice thing if the Institutes of Renfrew
County could have pointed to an establishment of a health unit
as an achievement in our Golden Jubilee Year (1947). We were
disappointed but not disheartened, because we must guard the
health of our children. “The County’s most precious asset.”

As we entered 1947 we were spurred on in our efforts by
the realization that this was the W.I. Golden Jubilee Year. How
we looked forward to this 50th ann iversary. Just for one District
Annual we wanted to rest on our laurels and look backwards—
“Just to be young again” — “just to be gay”, “just to meet with
old friends again.” Just to be present at one district annual
where we could do honour to the memory of the heroie women
who had done the ground work. While the members stood in
silent tribute to their memory the silence was like the hush be-
fore a prayer. The first Institute being organized in Beachburg
and the District Annuals being held there until 1918, it was most
fitting and so like Beachburg to invite us there to celebrate and
participate in a sumptuous banquet. Their welcome and happy
spirit was so sincere that each member of the two hundred pre-
sent felt it was a personal invitation. The flowers were placed in
the church (St. Andrew’s United, the place of meeting) in mem-

ory of Mrs. J. Bar, a deceased member of Beachburg, by her
daughter,

Honoured guests were the charter members of the first Dis-
trict annual and proudly they wore the corsages presented with
love and good wishes. The corsages were presented by the
executive. Some looked very young and others had the etching

that years mark on the faces of those who are not afraid to step
out with a new idea.

Mothers and their daughters made interesting groups. Mrs.
Leslie Davis, District President, pinned the corsage on her
mother, Mrs. Thos. Guest of Queen’s Line, a charter member of
that first district annual, She also called on her mother to cut
the Birthday Cake, with the 50 candles. Other charter members
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lit the candles anq blew them out, while Mrs. Laura Rose Stevens
1 made the wigh, Mrs. Laura Rose Stevens proposed the toast to
the charter members and was responded fo by Mrs. W. F. Grylls.

| Westmeath ; Mrs. John Stephenson, Mrs, Robert Hicks, Mrs. Her-
man Christmann, Mys, Archie Crozier, Beachburg; Mrs. M. D.
- | Purdie, Mys, Selby Barr, Mrs. James Forest, Mrs. Harry Barr,
| Douglas; Mrs, R. A, Williams, Mys. Harriett Coffey, Forester's
{ Falls, .

;' selections.

One unique feature was the rol call, a song composed by

" [ Mrs. Gordon Hamilton of Locksley-Rankin as follows. How lustily

the charter members sang the first verse and chorus, while a]]

joined in for the last verse, Tune: Darling I am Growing 0ld,
}1900 -~

! Though the roads are rough and muddy

: Down to Beachburg, let us go;

! For the District Annual Meeting ;

: What the Branches do, we’ll know;
Hear reports from all Convenors, sisters
Money’s spent ang money’s earned,
Resolutions Passed or thrown out,

Ere our faces homeward turned.
Chorus —
Days were lonely on the upper forty,

| Pleasures seemed to pass us by,

; But our lives are bright and Joyfui;

: Since we joined the W.I

o 1947 —
Fifty years have brought great changes;
Training schools are hard to beat,



And we bring the family fliver;

Four or five in every seat.
Beachburg’s still the place of meeting, sisters
Like the generation past,

‘Distriet annuals are gold milestones,

- Each one better than the last.
Chorus —
We are pleased to be co-workers, ladies
In this year of jubilee

And we hope we'll all be members
When we reach the century.

This report would not be complete without mentioning a
Variety Concert staged by the District Institute in 1946 in the
Memorial Hall, Cobden. The various branches provided the pro-
gramme, People came from far and near and it was truly a
suecessful entertainment. .

A' very worthwhile resolution was sponsored by Mrs. Stanley
Hunt that a portrait of Mrs. Adelaide Hoodlass be placed in the
Archives, Ottawa. Action has already been taken and the por-
trait will be unveiled May 8th, 1950, Two other important honours
coming to North Renfrew, was the Chairmanship of the Area
Convention, Ottawa, by Mrs, Wesley Berry, Cobden, in the years
1947 and 1948 and that Mrs. B. A. Fray, Pembroke took part in
the pageant at Guelph at 50th anniversary 1947,

These are but a few of the signposts as we travelled along
the District Institute Highway. Every mile brought encourage-
ment and enthusiasm from the branches to the District. Our
District Annuals are eagerly looked forward to by each member,
where we rub shoulders with sister members. Looking back over
these minutes we find women status raiséd because we have
developed in leadership and we have taken the guesswork out
of homemaking, giving each one the ability to express themselves
before an audience when called upon to do so. So let’s Live and

Love and Learn together as we throw out this challenge, the
theme of our 50th anniversary,

Hats off to the Past, Coats off to the Future,

Mrs. Albert Burgess, Sec'y Mrs, Leslie Davis, Pres.



DISTRICT OFFICERS

1904—President, Mrs. John A. Bennie, Beachburg.

Vice, Mrs, John Dougherty, Beachburg.

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Lottie Brown.
1905—President, Mrs, John Dougherty, Beachburg,

Vice, Mrs, H. B, Christman, Beachburg. :

Secretary-Treasuver, Mrs. John A, Bennie, Beachburg,
1906—President, Mrs, Hattie Carswell, Westmeath,

Vice, Mrs. Nathan Purdy, Douglas,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. John A, Bennie, Beachburg,
1906—President, Miss Hattie Carswell, Westmeath,

Vice, Mrs. Delorma Brown, Forresters Falls,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. John A, Bennie, Beachburg,
1910—President, Mrs. Delorma Brown, Forester's Falls.

Vice, Mrs. Andrew Elliott, Westmeath.

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. John A, Bennie, Beachburg,
1912—President, Mrs, Delorma Brown, Forester's Falls,

Vice, Mrs. Andrew Elliott, Westmeath, :

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. John A, Bennie, Beachburg,
1914—Fresident, Mrs, D, Brown, Forester's Falls, '

Vice, Mrs. Alex. Fraser, Westmeath,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Fred Weedmark, Beachburg
1916—President, Mrs. A, Fraser, Westmeath,

Vice, Mrs. D, Brown, Forester's Falls,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Fred Weedmark, Beachburg.
1917—President, Mrs, A, Fraser, Westmeath,

Vice, Mrs. D. Brown, Forester's Falls.

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Fred Weedmark, Beachburg,
1918—Fresident, Mrs, Jas, Price, Cobden,

Vice, Mrs, D, Brown, Forrester's Falls.

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, A, M. McLean, Beachburg.
1919—President, Mrs. Eva Grylls, Westmeath,

Vice, Mrs. Geo, Alexander, Beachburg,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. A, M. McLean, Beachburg.
1920—President, Mrs, Hugh Hill, Cobden, "

Vice, Mrs. Geo, Alexander, Beachburg,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, A, M. McLean, Beachburg.
1921—President, Mrs, Hugh Hill, Cobden.

Vice, Miss G. Powers, Eganville,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. A, M. McLean, Beachburg.
1922—President, Mrs, Eva Grylls, Westmeath.

Vice, Mrs. Hugh Hill.

Secretary-Treasurcr, Mrs, A. M. McLean, Beachburg,

President, Mrs, Eva Grylls, Westmeath,

Vice, Mrs. Hugh Hill, Cobden. _

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Wm, Beach, Beachburg.
1923—Fresident, Mrs, Eva Grylls, Westmeath.

Vice, Mrs, Walter Stitt, Cobden.

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, Wm, Beach, Beachburg,
1024—President, Mrs, A, M. McLean, Beachburg.

Vice, Mrs, Eva Grylls, Westmeath,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Wm. Beach. Beachburg,
1925—President, Mrs, A. M, McLean, Benchburg,

Vice, Mrs. Eva Grylls, Westmeath,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, Wm. Beach, Beachburg,
1926—President, Mrs. David Moray, Forester's Falls,

Vice, Mrs, Jus. Childerhose, Cobden R.R. 6,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, Wm. Beach, Beachburg,



1927—President, Mrs, David IMOray, roreswers eaum.

Vice, Mrs, Jas. Childerhose, Cobden R.R, 6,

Secretary-'l‘rensurer, Mrs. Wm. Beach, Beachburg.
1928—President, Mrs. David Mordy, Forester's Falls.

Vice, Mrs, Jas. Childerhose, Cobden R.R. 6.

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, Wm. Beach, Beachburg.
1929—President, Mrs. David Mordy, Forester's Falls.

Vice, Mrs, Garnet Dougherty, Beachburg.

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, Jas. Childerhose, Cobden R.R. 6.
1930—President, Mrs, Arthur McLeod, Cobden.

Vice, Mrs. Gordon Hamilton, Pembroke R.R. 3,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Jas. Childerhose, Cobden R.R, 6.
1931—President, Mrs. Arthur McLeod, Cobden. ‘

Vice, Mrs, Gordon Hamilton, Pembroke R.R. 3.

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Jas. Childerhose, Cobden R.R, 6.
1932—Fresident, Mrs. Gordon Hamilton, Pombroke R.R, 3,

Vice, Mrs. J, J. Davidson, Beachburg,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, Jas, Childerhose, Cobden R.R, 6.
1933 Pregident, Mrs. Gordon Hamilton, Pembroke.

Vice, Mrs. J. J. Davidson, Beachburg.

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, Jas. Childerhose, Cobden R.R. 6.
1935—Fresident, Mrs. J. J, Davidson, Beachburg.

Vice, Mrs. Albert Burgess, Cobden R.R. 5.

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, W, Jas, Childerhose, Cobden,
1936—President, Mrs. J, J. Davidson, Beachburg.

Vice, Mrs. A, Burgess, Cobden R.R, 5. *

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, Gordon Hamilton, Pembroke R.R. 3.
1937—President, Mrs. Albert Burgess, Cobden R.R. 5.

Vice, Mrs, Foster, Golden ke,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, Gordon Hamilton, Pembroke R.R. 3.
1938—President, Mrs, Albert Burgess, Cobden R.R. 5.

Vice, Mrs, Foster, Golden Lake,

Secrctary-Treasurer, Mrs, Gordon Hamlilton, Pembroke R.R. 3.
1939—President, Mrs., Wesley Berry, Cobden R.R, 3.

Vice, Mrs. Leslie Davis, Locksley Rankin,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, Gordon Hamilion, Pembroke R.R,
1940—President, Mrs, Wesley Berry, Cobdan R.R: 3.

Vice, Mrs. Leslie Davis, Locksley Rankin,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mys, Gordon Hamilton, Pembroke R.R. 3.
1941—President, Mrs, Wesiey Berry, Cobden.

Vice, Mrs. A, N, Coughlin, Cobden R.R, 1.

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrg, Gordon Hamilton, Pembroke R.R. 3.
1942—President, Mrs, A, N. Coughlin, Cobden R.R. 1,

Vice, Mrs. Geo. Warren, Eganville.

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Albert Burgess, Cobden R.R. 5.
1944—President, Mrs. A, N, Coughlin, Cobden R.R, 1,

Vice, Mrs. Geo, Warren, Eganville,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Albert Burgess, C~bden R.R. 5.
1945—President, Mrs, Leslie Davls, Eganville.

Vice, Mrs. S, J. Hunt, Fembroke R.R. 5.

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, Albert Burgess, Cobden R.R. 5,
1946—President, Mrs, Leslie Davis, Eganville.

Vice, Mrs, S, J. Hunt, Fembroke R.R. 5.

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, Albert Burgess, Cobden R.R. 5.
1947—President, Mrs, Stanley Hunt, Pembroke,

Vice, Mrs. A, B, Kosasats, Pembrole,

Secretary=Treasurer, Mrs, Albert Burgess, Cobden R.R, 5,

3



1948—President, Mrs. S. Hunt, Pembroke,
2 Vice, Mrs. A. B. Kossats, Pembroke,

A Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, Wesley Borry, Cobaen.
1 1949—President, Mrs. A, B. Kossats, Fembroke,
"y Vice, Mrs. Newton Ireton, Forester's Falls.

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Wesley Berry, Cobaen.




BEACHBURG

e o L

Beachburg is situated in Westmeath Township North Ren-
frew, 16 miles from the County Town of Pembroke, in the Ot-
tawa Valley, 72 miles from the Capital City of Ottawa. It has

about 500 of a population and received its name from David
Beach who settled in 1835.

Beachburg Institute is the oldest in North Renfrew. In the
years of its existence, Beachburg ‘Women’s Institute has a great
deal of community service to its credit, and although it is the



oldest branch in North Renfrew, its members are not content to
rest on their laurels, but are still endeavoring to show the way
to other Institutes in the District. There are few phases of com-
munity life which have not been helped by the Women’s Institute
in Beachburg, their work embracing almost everything from
providing a piano for the Orange Hall to lighting the streets of
the village. Some of their work has been far reaching, and
activities originating in Beachburg have spread through other
branches. An outstanding example of this is found in “Grand-
mother’s Day.” Some years ago, 1919, under the presidency of
Mrs. A. M. McLean, the Beachburg Institute adopted the cus-
tom of setting aside one meeting in the year to the members who
were grandmothers. The custom was taken up by other Insti-
tutes and now “Grandmother’s Day” is an annual feature in
practically every branch in Canada.

The Beachburg Women’s Institute was organized in 1904
by Laura Rose Stephen of Ottawa, and the first principal of-
ficers were: Mrs. John Bennie, pres.; Mrs. John Dougherty,
vice-pres.; and Miss Lottie Brown (now Mrs. R. F. Hicks of
Toronto), sec.-treas. For a number of years the members con-
cerned themselves mainly with interchange of ideas along lines
of household science and home cooking, and it was not till the

First World War that their activities broadened out to any
great extent.

During the war a great deal of work was done. A shipment
of clothing and other articles valued at $600.00 was sent to Bel-
gium and numerous parcels were sent to Canadian soldiers on
active service. After the war a collection of war souvenirs,
made by the late John Pretty, was presented to the Institue, and
is now in Beachburg school. At one time a health clinic was
held under the auspices of the Institute, who had a doctor from
the Department of Health come to Beachburg, where he in-
spected the school and examined the children. Later, many of
the children had their tonsils removed, the Agricultural Hall
being turned into a hospital for the day. The operations were
performed by Dr. Mahood of Ottawa and Miss C. A. Catton,

superintendent of the Pembroke Cottage Hospital, supervised
the nursing.



When the present fine Public and Continuation School in
Beachburg was built, the Institute furnished the teachers' room
and installed drinking fountains, while they took complete
charge of the social arrangements and the official opening of
the building. Later they planted shrubs around the school. One
of the major activities accomplished was the lighting of the
streets of the village. The lighting plant was originally install-
ed by the Agricultural Society, who operated it for some years,
but it was eventually taken over by the Women'’s Institute, who
have been generous in their assistance from the beginning. The
maintenance of the plant was low, due to the fact that Allan

Watt, husband of one of the members, looked after the engine
without charge. -

Efforts of the Institute were responsible for having the
main street oiled by the Department of Highways to keep down
dust. Among the many other things they have undertaken was
the purchase of a piano which was placed in the Orange Hall for
community purposes, purchase of window blinds for the same
building, donations to the Pembroke Cottage Hospital and the
fire department, and to fire sufferers, assistance to the ball-
team, purchasing of a wheel chair for a eripple, outfitting a
voung woman who was entering to train for a nurse, assisting the
Agricultural Society in many ways, and general relief work,
which included supporting a family of eight during the winter
months of 1932, also holding a flower show. Revenue for all
these activities is obtained by bazaars, teas, socials and concerts.

Beachburg Women’s Institute had the honor of presenting
the broadecast in February over Station CHOV, Pembroke, on
the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary. Those taking part.
were Mrs. Irvin Brown, pres.; Mrs. S. Holmes, vice-pres.; Mrs.
L. O. Christmann, past pres.; Mrs. J. N. Lindberg, convenor of
historical research; Miss Kathleen Forbes, pianist. Mrs. Grylls
of Westmeath, gave an account of the visit of the Lady Tweeds-
muir to Westmeath, when members of the District of North
Renfrew were guests. A pageant under the direction of the
late Mrs. James J. Barr, then president, was given as Beach-



burg’s part of the program on the occasion of the Lady Tweeds-
muir's visit to Westmeath. The members were dressed to rep-
resent the wives of the Governor Generals of Canada, in order of
the time they came to Canada. The gowns of the ladies were
suitable to the period which they represented.

The District Annual for North Renfrew held their meeting
in Beachburg to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary. The ladies
met in the Auditorium of St. Andrew's United Church. Lamch-
eon was served in the basement of the church by Beachburg
ladies, with about 200 present. Mrs. Laura Rose Stephen, the
organizer of Beachburg Institute, was present and told some
thing of the Institute work in the early days.

Local fairs and girls clubs have benefited greatly, Donat-
ions were made to National Institute of the Blind, Society for
Crippled Children, Toronto Hospital for Sick Children, Child-
ren’s Aid Society and Home Improvement Clubs ; @& radio was
given to an invalid, and at Christmas, fruit-and cards were sent
to the sick and shut-ins. A health clinic was sponsored and first
aid kits were placed in all loeal schools. Innoculations were
given to local school children for scarlet fever and diphtheria;

donations were given to the Canadian Cancer Fund, the Cottage
Hospital and the x-ray equipment. :

During World Wars I and II donations were made to the
Red Cross, the members knit, sewed and quilted and worked
untiringly in the Red Cross rooms. Knitted articles, boxes and
smokes were sent to the local boys, butter and eggs to the Pem-
broke Legion, jam and sugar to Britain, and ditty bags each fall
to the Navy. Chairs were bought for the Red Cross room, money
was sent to relief to China and Russia fund, and Princess Alice
fund. Large donations of clothing were donated to the national
clothing drive. A’ St. John Ambulance course was held during
the war, conducted by Dr. M. O. L. Barrie, local doctor. The
Institute helped plan V.J. Day celebrations.

The names of women holding the office of president since
organization: Mrs. John Bennie, Mrs. James Davidson (Zion
Line), Mrs. Wm. Headrick, Mrs. A. M. McLean, Mrs, Laura
Gorie, Mrs. A. A, Watt, Mrs, John J. Davidson, Mrs, J, A. John-



. et Dougherty, Mrs. Clarence McLean, Mrs, L. O.
o, s, e v, Makodlen femils, M. T 1, Bate Mrs. J. N.
EhuliteT; l\irs H. Johnston, Mrs. O. Martin, Mrs. Irvin Brown,
1nc y i
Mrs. A. H. Stokes. | .
- high tribute to the memory of the splendid ‘women
We Pa:" d this branch and to those who have carried on
who orga"‘éﬁr the past forty-three years of its existence. We
faithfx-];ythe past, we face the future,
treas

How Grandmother’s Day Started

.all went out during the first World War to the

When the L«h to help furnish knitted and other articles of
.omen Of Canaf<nen on the battlefields, the response was im-
wo gort for ow! ¢ mediate and spontaneous, and soon
eold willing hands were busy all across
the country. Beachburg and com-
munity were no exception and
notable among the volunteer work-
ers were the elderly women, the
grandmothers who knitted hun-
dreds of paire of socks, and some

individuwals, hundreds of pairs
themselves,

When word flashed across the
world that the war was ended, old
and young alike joined in the na-
tional rejoicing, and the women
workers gladly ceased their efforts
to provide comforts. To Mrs. A. M.
McLean, president of Beachburg
Institute, came the idea of honor-
\ ing the grandmothers of the com-
AL AL 0 munity by having them as their
Foundor s Grandmotho's D&% guests on the 2dth of May, the

" in Beachburg, 1919, birthday of one of the world’s most
] ed erandmothers, the late Queen Victorigx. There was a
SN u‘:nd'mce of grandmothers at the meeting, at which an
::;(’|gfe‘qsf;1i;]e(i quilting bee was held, a number of quilts were com-




pleted which were added to a bale of clothing shipped to the
Soldiers Settlement Board by the Institute.

It was decided to make Grandmothers Day a permanent
feature on the program of Beachburg Institute. It is gratify-
ing to realize that other Institues have adopted the idea and the
declining years of countless worthy citizens have been made a
little happier by this tribute, a realization that they are an im-
portant and honored part of our great nation whose foundations
they helped to lay by their unselfish devotion and loyalty to
their country.

Compiled by Mrs. Nelson Lindberg.
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WESTMEATH

It is with regret that our early records have been destroyed.
Many presidents who rendered valuable service have been omit-
ted for want of accurate information. Of all the members only
two charter members remain—Mrs, Grylls and Mrs. Jno. Wright.,

O —

The Women’s Institute was organized in 1905 by the late
Mrs. John Bennie of Beachburg, assisted by a representative of
Agriculture from the Department, Toronto, the late Mrs. Jas.
H. Bromley being the first president. There were suggestions
from the Department for the programs following along rural
lines and consisted largely of exchange of recipes and ideas for
household economy. During later years we have had the printed
programs. , '

There were lecture courses yearly by a member from the
Department, on several occasions by Laura Rose Stevens. Those
courses were in sewing, nursing, cooking, wise buymanship, ete.
Qur first big preoject was in 1911 when cement sidewalks were
built throughout the village to replace the hoard walks. This
was supervised by the Women’s Institute, who with Mrs. Robert
Graham as president, gave a cash donation of $200.00 and collect-
ed the balance, which included all free labor. In 1914 Mys. Alex.
Fraser was made president and following the District Annual in



Westmeath, Mrs. Grylls was made Distriet President, and later
served for several years as convenor on a standing committee in
the Ottawa area. Our first sewing class for girls, “Cottons be
smart”, was conducted under the teadership of Mrs. Jno. Spavin
and Miss Hazel Wright. Keen interest was taken in the School
Fair, at which we served meals and gave gubstantial prizes for
sports. After the First World War in 1918 we gave a huge
banquet to the boys who returned, which was attended by the

whole community; we also remembered them with gifts while
overseas.

We stood by the hockey team with donations and a banquet
at the end of each season especially when they brought home the
Trophy. We published a cook book and sold about five hundred
copies. In 1923, the Women’s Institute, dissatisfied with condi-
tions of the school, rallied at a large school meeting to elect a
woman trustee. This met with great opposition from the men,
but they appointed an advisory committee; consisting of Muys.
Robert Wright, Mrs. Grylls and Mrs. Patterson to work in con-
junction with the trustees, with power to suggest any improve-
ments for the welfare of the school. This they did for severa]

years, suggesting new blinds, a pump, ete. In Bromley Line
school Mrs. Robert Graham was a trustee. :

In 1930 our next big project was the Delco lighting system
for the streets, church and Town Hall, at a cost ‘of $1,400 and an
upkeep of $200 per year. This money was raised by two monster
picnics, bazaars and concerts, under the leadership of Mrs, Geo.
Shields, as president, who held office for several years and added
much to the success of the Women’s Institute. The hall, badly
in need of repairs, was the next Institute project. The Town Hall
Committee built a kitchen, and Women’s Institute assumed the
responsibility of redecorating the hall, which included a piano
and stage curtains, all of which amounted to around 31,000, giv-
ing the Women’s Institute the privilege of using the hall at all
times at very little cost. In 1933 a meeting of the people of the
village was held in the Town Hall with a representative from
the Hydro Commission. Committees were appointed including
two members from the Women’s Institutes, Mys. Grylls and Mrs.
Robert Graham. After much hard work and canvassing we



finally had enough contracts with the exception of one mile,
which up keep was assumed by the Women’s Institute. To Mrs.
Grylls goes largely the credit for Hydro in the village. In 1937
we were honored by a visit from Lady Tweedsmuir, wife of the
Governor-General of Canada. Great preparations were made in
the village for this occasion. The streets and United Church,
where the meeting was held, was beautifully decorated with
flowers and flags. The program was arranged by Mrs. W. F.
Grylls, district director. A pleasing item of this program was a
pageant by the Beachburg members; it irepresented sixteen
ladies of Government House with costumes befitting the period
they represented. Lady Tweedsmuir, being seventeenth lady,
addressed the meeting and stated she never was so happy as
when she was with country women, being one herself. She con-
sidered the Women’s Institute the greatest organization in Eng-
land and Wales. At the close of the meeting Her Excellency
shook hands with all the members present; and with her attend-
ants was the guest of the Westmeath Branch, with members of
the district who were present for afternoon tea in the basement
of the church. Mrs. Lorne Elliott, Westmeath, poured tea. The
following morning a letter was received by Mrs. Grylls from Mrs,
Pape, Lady-in-waiting, extending Her Excellency’s thanks for the
wonderful reception and entertainment provided for her.

In 1941 the Town Hall Committee urged the Women’s Insti-
tute to assume responsibilities for the Town Hall. At a public
meeting May 14th, 1941, a new set of trustees were elected. Mrs.
Conroy for three years, Mrs. G. S. Schultz for two years and Mrs.
Dawson Shields for one year, and Mrs. Grylls, sec.-treas. The
balance in the bank was $95.00, with the assurance we could
have what we made out of it. In 1946 after making some im-.
provements, we had $470 to our credit. With a donation of $150
from the Women’s Institutes we have redecorated the outside,
which stands as a fine momento to the Women’s Institute. In
1942 we approached the School Board and offered to pay half the
expenses for inoculating the school children from the various
schools, to meet at one centre, the Westmeath school. This offer
was accepted.

During World War II we sent each Christmas and Easter



st

boxes to forty-eight boys overseas, and on their return presented
fifty boys with twenty-five dollars at a public reception, While
we helped largely with sewing and knitting, more than one hun-
dred quilts were made, and we also gave 3375 in cash to the Red
Cross. Also helped Salvation Army, Navy League, Russian Fund,
British Hospitals, mobile kitchens, also seeds for Britain and
sugar for jam. In addition donations were made to Pembroke
hospital and Muskoka hospital. We also give $10.00 each year to
Institute for the Blind and the Children’s Shelter and Cafecer
Fund also needy families and flowers to deceased members. We
supervised blood donors each month during the war for the
Red Cross. During the war years the hockey and skating rink,
while not in use, was considered unsafe for skating. With much
urging men of the town attended a public meeting of the Insti-
tute and were urged to again make this fine covered rink (the
only one in the district) fit for sports and offered the first $100
with more to follow, if the men would undertake the work. On
motion by G. B. Schultz, seconded by Mrs. Grylls, that $1,000 be
raised, carried. A further donation of $80.00 was then given. The
rink was completed for the returned boys and when a hockey
team was formed and were victorious in bringing the Frasey

trophy, which was held by Coulonge foy over thirty years, a huge
banquet was tendered them,

In 1942 Mrs. Jas. McMullen was made president, and Mrs.
Goddard see.-treas, for some fifteen years. With Mrs, McMullen
as supervisor, the Garden Brigade was started and still is being
carried on to date with splendid results, carrying off many of the
prizes and winning trips to Ottawa and Kemptville. “Cottons
be smart” was the project for 1946. Mrs. McMullen and Mrs.
Archie Blackwell were instructors. Kach November meeting
invitations are sent to the different school boards and teachers;

the latter providing the program after which a social hour js
spent,

In 1945 an amplifier, with two voices and microphone was
purchased for the Town Hal] for about $495.00 which amount has
been met. A dance, supervised by members of the Women'’s In-
stitute, is held on Saturday evenings at a very small cost to take
care of the young people who woulc go elsewhere for amusement,



We gave $20.00 to the Hoodless Memorial. While these are some
of the activities which we have accomplished during the years
under many different presidents, there has been that splendid
Spirit of co-operation to carry out the spirit of our motto, “For
Home and Country.” It has enlarged the outlook of the women
and given them self assurance which had been somewhat lacking
In the early days. In 1947 we have twenty members who are
keenly interested in the welfare of the community as has been
shown throughout the history.

Charter member, Mrs. W. F. Grylls; Secretary, Mrs. R. C.
Goddard; President, Mys. Jas. MeMullen.

Compiled by Mrs. W. F. Grylls and M, R. C. Goddard.

.
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FORESTER'S FALLS

The Forester’s Falls Women’s Institute was organized Sep-
tember 15th, 1905, with & membership of ten. Mys. P. R. Pounder
was its first president. During the entiye forty-two years this
organization has carried on continuously and much worthwhile
work has been accomplished,

In 1911 two street lights were bought by the Institute and
their upkeep paid by the Institute for many years. A
great amount of war-work was done both in World War
One and World War Two. Rolls of materials were cut by mem-
bers and made into pyjamas, hospital gowns, bed jackets and
dressing gowns. Hundreds of pairs of socks were knit, as weil
as sweaters, scarves and mitts. Civilian Red Cross sewing includ-
ed women’s skirts and blouses, children’s dresses, and suits and
warm coats. Parcels of food and treats were sent to our local
boys overseas, twice a year. Donations of money were given the
Canadian National Institute for the Blind, Aid to Kussian Fund,
Central War Charities, Forester's Falls Library, the Legion Club,
Cottage Hospital, Pembroke, supgar for jam-making and many
other worthy causes.

The branch has been interested in the local fairs, entering
displays of knitting, sewing and remaking of old clothing into

...
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usable articles. They sponsor Girls Classes in sewing and cook-
ing. After World War One the Institute collected money for a
Memorial Tablet. They collected a bushel of wheat from each
farmer to help pay for the tablet.

During all these years they were raising money for an In-
stitute Hall. In 1934 the Orangemen of Forester’s Falls built a
new hall. The Institute put the funds they had raised into the
Orange Hall. The Institute share was $1,200.00. The branch has
the use of the hall free of rent for fifty years. The Branch
remember all sick and shut-ins in the commumity and give gifts
to new babies of the members. The convenors of standing com-
mittees make a definite contribution to the meetings by providing
educational, entertaining and helpful programs.

The present list of officers are: Honorary president, Mrs.
Wm. McMay; president, Mrs., Harvey Eady; 1st vice-pres., Mrs.
A. Hawthorne; 2nd vice-pres,, Mrs. Nelson Bell; 3rd vice-pres.,
Mrs. L. Tourangeau; sec.-treas., Mrs. D. Mordy ; district director,
Mrs. N. Gillan. ’

The past presidents and secretaries are: In 1905 our first
president, Mrs. P. R. Pounder, Mrs. D. J. McKillop, secretary;
1907, Mrs. J. Bennett pres., Mrs, P. R. Pounder sec.; 1910, Mrs. Dr.
Brown pres., Mrs. P. R. Pounder sec.; 1915, Mrs. Niles Ross was
made sec.; 1916, Mrs. John Herron pres., Mrs. Colin Bruce sec, ;
1920, Mrs. W. R. Kirk pres., Mrs. Colin Bruce sec.; 1923, Mrs. Wm.
Stephens pres,, Miss Clara Reynolds sec.; 1924, Mrs. Mac McLaren
pres., Mrs. D. M. McLaren sec.; 1926-1931, Mrs. D. Mordy pres.,,
Gladys McLaren and Mrs, D, N, Bell, sec. (During that time Mrs,
D. Mordy also acted as District President and later on the Feder-
ated Board). 1931-1933, Mrs. D. M. McLaren pres., Mrs. H. Eady
sec.; 1933-1934, Mrs. George Coleman pres., Mrs. H. Eady sec.;
1935, Mrs. Gerald Millar pres., Miss Ora Gordon sec.; 1936, Mrs.
George Bingham pres., Miss Ora Gordon sec.; 1937, Mrs. George
Brown pres., Mrs. H. Eady sec.; 1939-1941, Mrs. Maurice Bulmer
pres.,, Mrs. . Eady sec.; 1941-1943, Mrs. Wm. Pettigrew pres,,
Mrs. L. Presley sec.; 1943-1945, Mrs. G. Black pres., Mrs. L. Pres-
ley sec.; 1945-1947, Mrs. N. Gillan pres., Mrs. D. Mordy sec.; 1947,
Mrs. H. Eady pres., Mrs. D. Mordy sec'y.

Mrs. A. Curry, Historical Research convenor.,
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QUEEN'S LINE |

Come with me on a Journey back through the by-gone years,
al.ld picture this land of ours in its virgin state, covered with
giant trees, and criss-crossed by Indian trails,

In 1613 Samuel De Champlain travelled ovey one of thesc
trails from a place now known as Portage du Fort (then called
De Portage) to the Muskrat Lake. This was proven, by the fact
that an astrolobe was found near No. 17 highway between Haleys
and Cobden. Thus the first white man to see this part of the
country was this great explorer, Later, a fire swept over the
land and cleared away the trees, making it easier for settlers who
came in search of land for farms. These people, coming from
Lower Canada, came by the same route. This old Indian Trail
was later straightened out and built into a road. This was
built during the reign of Queen Victoria. Instead of being a
“King’s Highway”, it was called “The Queen’s Highway,” and
later became known as the “Queen’s Line.” This was in honoyr
of the Queen. These first settlers were the hardy pioneer stock.
who, courageously, and fearlessly endured the hardships and
loneliness of the new land. New homes sprang up. A schoe!

and two churches were built on the line, and these enriched the
lives of the people.

A new day dawned for the women of the Queen’s Line, in
Ross township on June 15th, 1907, when a meeting was held at
the home of Mrs, Wm, Pettigrew, and the Queen’s Line W.L was
organized, under the able leadership of Mrs. John Bennie orf
Beachburg. Eight members joined at the first meeting, which
chose Mrs. Sam Wallace as president, and M, James Rankin as
Secretary. Mrs, Thomas Guest and Mrs. John Moore were char-
ter members, who were active members until their death. Much
of our information of these first years wae told to us by these
two ladies. They loved to relate stories of the good times enjoyed
at these early Institute meetings, where the children were always
welcome and where the girls gleaned their fiyst impressions of



the Women'’s Institute. Truly an outstanding characteristic of
our Institute has been its sociability and it devotion to service.

These pioneer ladies were sincere in their efforts and prac-
tical in their ideas. Thus their Institute preved a friend to those
in joy and sorrow. They gave wedding gifts to young couples,
and flowers or fruit to the sick or bereaved families in the com-
munity. During two world wars our Institute co-operated in
every way it could to help the Red Cross. They sent food parcels
to the boys in the forces. An interest in our local schools has
always been taken by our Institute, and first aid kits were given
to the schools. When the School Fair was held at Ross S.S. No.
8 school, the Institute ladies made the day more pleasant for
everyone by serving a cup of hot tea and sandwiches and cake.

Homemaking clubs and Garden Brigades were always carried
on under the able leadership of an Institute member. Mrs. John
Hawthorne was appointed District Convenor of these Junior pro-
jects. The girls have always carried on their elasses in a very
capable manner. They have been a credit to the Institute when
at Achievement Day their work won special mention. Some of
the girls have been awarded trips to different fairs for their out-
standing work. Our Institute has enjoyed a wide variety of
short courses on Clothing, Nutrition, Health Education and Home
Crafts, carried on so pleasantly and efficiently by members of
the staff, of the Women'’s Institute Dept., Toronto. . A Library of
good books has been a worthwhile project for many years. At
present the library is at the home of Mrs. Wm. Moore.

Thus up and down the five-mile length of the road between
the sixth and seventh concessions of Ross, known for years as the
Queen'’s Line, the Institute has formed a friendship link between
our farm women. It has inspired its members to live in all true
womanliness, so as to be a help and an inspiration to all those

whose lives are touched by the Women’s Institute.

Then let us retain the vision

Of those women, long ago,

Who with foresight and devotion
Served this Institute, that we know.



We must admire their bravery,

Their courage and their zeal;

How they lived for “Home and Country”,
Making our Institute Motto, real.

The Women’s Institute has broadened
It’s ideals are widely known,

So let us journey ever onward

With the Faith, that they have shown.
Their lives were so unselfish

We must be generous too,

And share our time and talents

Just as they used to do,

So we will retain the vision

Of those members, as we try

To serve our Institute better,

And hold its Ideals High.

Pres., Mrs. Robt. Bennett ' « Mrs. Newton Ireton

Sec’y., Mrs. John Hawthorne

" COBDEN
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It was some time before 1900 in the county of Renfrew, as in
other counties of Ontario, farmers took keen interest in an or-
ganization known as the Farmers Institute. Helpful information
at such meetings was pained by the members, the women were
not barred from such meetings but would make a special effort
to attend if a special speaker was to address the meeting. It was
at such a meeting held in S.S. No. 11, Township of Westmeath, in
the month of January, 1911, that the Cobden branch of the
Women’s Institute was organized with Mrs. Sam. Rankin as presi-
dent, and Mrs. Richard Pureell, secretary.

Shields Women’s Institute was the name given to- this new
branch, possibly from its birthplace, the Shields School House,



asked if they might_ join this wonderful school of learning,
Beachburg was the first place to have an Institute then West.-
meath, Queen’s Line and Douglas,

The first District Annual was heid in the village of Beach-
burg and it was for some years that it was to that village the
other branches sent delegates and representatives. It was a
goodly thing to meet, there was a social side and hearing what
other busy women were doing gave ample room for a splendid
report to be made and read and discussed at the home branch.
This was the spivit that inspired them to attend the meeting
in Beachburg, for one had to travel ovey roads that were just as
long as they are to-day and very much rougher, and instead of
an automobile the lady delegates road in an express wagon. Now
each branch takes their turn in entertaining the distriet. In the
Cobden branch it was taking women from the village and from
farm homes beyond he village and the name of the Institute was
again changed, this was about 1924. .

If we measure time by years, why it is nearly 40 years since
a few brave women with high ideals gave us what is known to-
day, as the Cobden Women’s Institute. In all this time in plan-
ning our programme we have seen that in the home life the
cultural and domestic side of life has not been neglected. If we
do not, we should, love our Ode, It pledges us to the very
highest, the spirit of service. t

A goodly thing it is to meet,
In friendship’s circle bright,
Where nothing stains the pleasure sweet,
Or dims the radiant light.
No unkind word our lips shall pass,
No envy sour the mind,
But each shall seek the common weal
The good of all mankind.

That is one beautiful little verse we got through the Institute
and we should be proud of it, and the Hand Book. We may not
turn to it as often in our meetings, but the writer can well re-
member when, during the business session, if there should be a



mistake, the meeting was called to order and we were told that
was not in the Hand Book, or that is not parliamentary. That
word meant something. We have a few of our charter members

and early members on the role, and I am sure it is with pride they
recall their early meetings.

During the first World War the Cobden Women’s Institute
was a busy organization, boxes sent to boys overseas and bales of
bedding and clothing and knitting were sent regularly through
the Red Cross. Endless calls were made and none were refused,
Homes were freely opend for entertaining, especially for boys
leaving home; when these same boys, fewer in number, began
to return, the Institute assisted the council in arranging recep-
tions for them in the old hall. It had been decided to build a
hall as a memorial to the boys who gave their lives in the war,
and this meant endless tasks for the Institute. At the opening of
the hall, an entertainment was put on and numerous suppers were
served. So loyal was the organization they were promised the
free use of the hall for all time. It was the first Memorial Hall

built in Canada. We were foremost in that valiant army who
helped at home to achieve victory overseas.

Another outstanding undertaking of the Institute was the
medical examination of the school children and the holding of a
clinic (in the basement of the new hall) for the removal of tonsils
and adenoids. It was an entire success, some twenty had the
operation.” ‘It was a grave responsibility for the members. Mrs.
Hugh Hill was the president and Mrs. W. Jas. Childerhose the
secretary. It was a nerve-testing time for them and for all
concerned, but the writer looks back with pride and affection on
all those who helped with the preparation and the day of the
clinic. The specialist was Dr. Albert Mahood, Ottawa, and the -
late Dr. John R. Stewart of Cobden.

Another great thing started at that time, was the improve-
ment of the Cobden cemetery. The need was great and the
result is now to be seen in the beautiful cemetery at Cobden.

As I have said our W.I. have answered many calls and it is
a satisfaction to all officers and members to reflect upon the
devoted efforts of 40 years and upon the notable advances in



public and community welfare which Institute activities have
made possible.

We have always helped agricultural fairs and held a course
in St. John's Ambulance work. The Second War members work-
ed in every way to help at home or overseas. We were there to
do our bit for fire sufferers. We raised money for the Institute
for the Blind, money for hospitals and Children’s Aid Society.
There are always willing hands of kindly women who seem to
yealize that the glorious privilege is to do woman'’s noblest dower.
He though]t not of the deed he did but judged that toil might

drink, ’
He passed again and low the well by summer never dried,
Had cooled a thousand parched tongues and saved a life besides.

How often a Women's Institute do things, never thinking

what the result will be, yet someone is blessed or helped by the
act done.

A committee of three wrote the records for Lady Tweeds
muir’s village history. They found it meant work, searching and
enquiring. It is a piece of work that does not end, as each year
makes history and the little child of to-day will be the man of
to-morrow and find it helpful or enjoyable to read.

With so many new comers to our country there is much
we can do to make them feel welcome and that we are willing
to help them to be good citizens. No doubt they can teach us
much, they left all to find freedom in Canada. Would the In-
stitutes not be & help to them to learn our language and we would
have an advance in our membership. A! smile and a glad hand

makes visitors weleome. The hand and the heart are closely
connected.

A handshake is only a little thing,
But it means a great deal you know
To a fellow who is sad or weary,
A fellow whose spirit is low;
So rememher a cheery handshake
And a smile or a grin or two,
Mean @ lot to a pal in trouble
Thoueh little or nothing to you,



' On June 18, 1947, we celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of
Women's Institutes in Canada, not in Cahada alone, but all over
the world. I am grateful to my branch that I was one sent to
Gueli/a to meet with the thousands. It certainly was a day not
to be forgotten. The Historical Pageant, Let There Be Light”,
was so wonderfully produced that it was an inspiration to anyone
who was at all interested in Institute. Cobden members can say
with others “We treasure the past and we face the future.”

Charter member, Mrs. Thos. Eckford; Compiled by Mrs. W.
Jas, Childerhose.

* Mrs. Hugh Hill



